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(1) Student learning goal(s) addressed this year: 

Goal #1: Subject Matter & Comprehension

Students will read a variety of types of literature (competencies: (aesthetic experience, verbal literacy) from different times and different cultures (competencies: social, cultural, and historical consciousness)  in both western and non-western traditions (competencies: international awareness)

Goal #2: Methods

a) Students will learn to do close reading of a literary text, with emphasis on analysis of form (poetry, fiction, drama); stylistic features (e.g., language, imagery, characterization); and content (ideas; literary, historical, cultural traditions). Theyy will also learn to make connections between what they are learning in this course and knowledge they have acquired from other venues (competencies: aesthetic experience; verbal literacy; critical thinking; social, cultural, historical, and international awareness; ethical and moral consciousness)

b) Students will participate in both oral and written discussions of ideas, moral issues, and values reflected in the literature read for class (competencies: verbal literacy; social, cultural, and historical awareness; ethical and moral consciousness)

c) Students will learn to identify various aspects of style in the context of the cultural issues raised by their reading (competencies: aesthetic experience; social, cultural, historical, and international awareness)

Goal #3: Critical Thinking

Students will be given the opportunity to reflect on the ways in which ideas, values and stylistic features in literary works from other times and cultures interact with or contrast with those of American culture or the culture of the students’ countries of origin (competencies: social, cultural, and historical awareness; ethical and moral consciousness; critical thinking), and to present the conclusions drawn from their analyses in both written and oral forms (competencies: verbal literacy, critical thinking)
(2) Learning outcomes/objectives for those goals addressed this year:   

Objective #2 (addresses Goals #1, #2a, #2c, and #3): To write about aesthetic issues in specific literary text (competencies: aesthetic experience, verbal literacy, and critical thinking)
 (3) Activities where assessed:

Final Exam Essay

Essay Questions on the Final Exam

See Map, attached
(4) Methods used:

In each section of World Literature (2337 & 2338), students submitted writing assignments addressing Objective #2 at the end of the term. Most of the assignments met the format of “Final Exam Essay” (length ranged from 750-1200 words). Some were less formally “essays” and more like responses to essay exam questions on the Final Exam (length: 750-1000 words).

 (5) What are the assessment findings? How did you analyze them?

Analysis: 

The English Department Assessment Committee (5 members = 36% of the department and 45% of the full-time faculty teaching World Literature) gathered all of final exam essays and writing assignments from eleven (11) of the thirteen sections of 2337 and two (2) sections of 2338.  (One adjunct faculty member neglected to gather the papers from his two classes; he is no longer teaching for us.) The chair of the committee then selected four papers from each section (the first four, alphabetically) to create a sample across sections of 2337 & 2338.  She gave a set (52 papers) to one former member of the committee serving as benchmark reader (as he has done since the inception of this process), and distributed duplicate sets for 3 sections each to members of the committee.  Everyone one used a score sheet (see attached) with identical rubric to assess the mastery of the concept of aesthetic issues (content) of the writing assignments as well as the quality (style) of the students’ writing. The scores from the benchmark reader and the committee readers were then averaged to provide a single score for each of the 52 students in the sample on content and a single score on style

The findings were as follows:

· Content: 38, or 73% of the students scored at or above department expectations for an understanding of aesthetic issues in literature; specifically, 
1. 12, or 23%, scored “at” department expectations 

2. 26 or 50%, scored “above” department expectations

3. 14 or 27%, scored “below” department expectations

· Style: 36, or 71% of the students scored at or above department expectations for sophomore-level skills in grammar, mechanics, organization, use of evidence, and general stylistic elegance, specifically

1. 12, or 23 %, scored “at” department expectations

2. 24, or 48 %, scored “above” department expectations

3. 16, or 29%, scored “below” department expectations

(6) What conclusions were drawn and what decisions were made as a result? How were stakeholder groups involved?

Conclusions:

1. The World Literature class is meeting its obligation to address the competency of aesthetic experience in nearly 75% of its students.

2. It is meeting its obligation as a writing class for better than 70% of its students.

3. There are students enrolled in World Literature who are not mastering the material (content) of the class nor demonstrating its necessary skills (writing ability) at a satisfactory level.

Decisions:

1. Sections taught by adjuncts and at odd hours or off-campus locations tend to have lower scores than those by full-time faculty during normal M-F hours and on-campus locations. These differences reflect in part the difference in student readiness for college-level work and motivation. Even so, the Assessment Committee accepts the responsibility of providing better supervision of these sections and better guidance on the importance of addressing these competencies in the World Literature course.

Stakeholders:

1. As we do routinely, we will rotate members of the English department who teach World Literature on to the Assessment Committee where they may participate in the assessment process first hand.

2. As we also routinely do, we will inform members of the department at large of the results of the assessment process in World Literature and solicit their advice and support for improvement.

	Goals
	Objectives/Outcomes
	Activity
	Used for Assessment

	Goal #1: Subject Matter & Comprehension

Students will read a variety of types of literature from different times and different cultures in both western and non-western traditions 
	Objective #1

To write a well-developed essay fitting one of the following patterns: 

(a) analysis of how one or more literary texts reflects the culture that produced it/them

(b) comparison/  contrast of the cultural values reflected in one or more literary texts with values in American culture or the culture of the students' country of origin

Objective #2

Write about aesthetic issues in specific literary texts

	Selection of a reading list for the class

Periodic exams on the reading material
	No

No

	Goal #2: Methods

a) Students will learn to do close reading of a literary text, with emphasis on analysis of form (poetry, fiction, drama); stylistic features (e.g., language, imagery, characterization); and content (ideas; literary, historical, cultural traditions), and they will learn to make connections between what they are learning in this course and knowledge they have acquired from other venues 
	Objective #1

To write a well-developed essay fitting one of the following patterns: 

(a) analysis of how one or more literary texts reflects the culture that produced it/them

(b) comparison/ contrast of the cultural values reflected in one or more literary texts with values in American culture or the culture of the students' country of origin

Objective #2

Write about aesthetic issues in specific literary texts
	Class discussion

In-class exercises

Short writing assignments
	No

No

No

	Goal #2: Methods

b) Students will participate in both oral and written discussions of ideas, moral issues, and values reflected in the literature read for class 
	Objective #1

To write a well-developed essay fitting one of the following patterns: 

(a) analysis of how one or more literary texts reflects the culture that produced it/them

(b) comparison/  contrast of the cultural values reflected in one or more literary texts with values in American culture or the culture of the students' country of origin


	Class discussion

In-class exercises

Short writing assignments
	No

No

No

	Goal #2: Methods

c) Students will learn to identify various aspects of style in the context of the cultural issues raised by their reading
	Objective #2

Write about aesthetic issues in specific literary texts
	Class discussion

In-class exercises

Final Essay;

Essay Questions on the Final Exam
	No

No

Yes

Yes

	Goal #3: Critical Thinking

Students will be given the opportunity to reflect on the ways in which ideas, values, and stylistic features in literary works from other times and cultures interact with or contrast with those of American culture or the culture of the students’ countries of origin, and to present the conclusions drawn from their analyses in both written and oral forms
	Objective #1

Write a well-developed essay fitting one of the following patterns: 

(a) analysis of how one or more literary texts reflects the culture that produced it/them

(b) comparison/  contrast of the cultural values reflected in one or more literary texts with values in American culture or the culture of the students' country of origin
	Short writing assignments periodically through the semester

Final Exam Essay
	No

Yes
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