THE GREAT WALL
The Great Wall is one of China=s famous landmarks. In this lesson you are going to prepare a graphic organizer using information about the Great Wall and do an activity comparing the length of the Great Wall to some world features.

I.  Graphic Organizer


The Great Wall

(Wanli Chang Cheng or The Wall That is Ten Thousand Li in Length) 
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      restoration of the Wall began
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      as tourist attraction

Wall is earth filled, covered with

bricks and lime with a brick or 
      restored section includes 827

dressed granite shell


      watch towers

Lesson: The Great Wall

Objectives: When students have completed this lesson they will be able to: 

* list some physical properties of the Great Wall of China

* discuss some of the history of The Great Wall

* discuss the role of the Great Wall in modern times

* compare the length of the Great Wall to some other features

* locate the Great Wall on a map of China

Grade Level: middle school through junior high school

Subject: social studies

Materials: 

* lesson handout for each student

* ruler 

* map of China

* map of the U.S.

Procedure:

* Give each student a lesson handout. 

* Complete the graphic organizer with the students.

* Have students convert the length of the Great Wall and the other features to scale 
   length. Use the map scale on the U.S. and China maps. Note: the scale on the two maps

   may not be the same. Make sure students check.

* Students should mark off the relative length of the Wall and other features on the U.S.  
   map and also on the map of China. Students should label each line they draw on the two

   maps.

* Students should answer the follow up questions.

Assessment: 
* check student maps 

* check student answers to follow up questions

Arkansas Frameworks

social studies:  1.1.18 effects of technology 

           2.1.14 changes affect economic activity

           2.1.18 explore change and continuity over time

geography standards: 1. maps, globes, and other geographic representations

Resources used: www.discovery.com/stories/history/greatwall/greatwall.html, World Book 
              Encyclopedia, Baedeker=s Travel Guide

II. Comparing Lengths
In this activity you are going to compare the approximate length of the Great Wall to the length of

some other features. 

A. Use the map scale and draw a line on the map of the U.S. to represent the length of each of the        following:
(show your work)

Great Wall


4500 miles

Nile River


4160 miles 

Colorado River

840 miles 

Arkansas River

1450 miles

Amazon River


3900 miles

Mississippi River

2350 miles

Be sure to label each line you draw in.

B. Repeat step A using the map of China. Be sure and check the map scale. It may be different

    on this map. (Show your work)

III. Questions

1.  What was the original purpose of the Great Wall?

2.  What purpose does it serve today?

3.  Construction of the first Great Wall occurred 2000 years ago. What kinds of equipment and            machinery do you think were used to build the Great Wall? Explain your answer.

4.  Only some sections of the Great Wall have been completely restored. How would you explain         this?

5.  Which feature(s) are longer than the continental U.S. is wide? Which feature(s) are longer than       China is wide?

6.  Compare the size of China to the size of the continental U.S.

7.  All of the features we compared to the length of the Great Wall are natural. Can you think of       any manmade features that are as long or longer than the Great Wall?

Lesson: Great Wall

Answer Sheet

III. Questions:

1.  The original purpose of the Great Wall was to keep out enemy invaders from the north.

2.  Today the Great Wall has restored sections that are tourist attractions which helps the                     Chinese economy. The Great Wall has also come to represent the spirit of the Chinese people.

3.  Answers will vary. Students should realize that 2000 years ago there was no motorized

     machinery. The work was accomplished using simple machines and a lot of people power.

4.  Student answers will vary. Some possible answers: Only a few sections of the Great Wall have        been restored because restoration is expensive. Some sections of the Great Wall are in remote        areas where tourists aren=t likely to visit. Rebuilding all sections of the Wall might interfere

     with roads. 

5.  The Great Wall, the Nile River, and the Amazon River all appear to be longer than the U.S. is         wide.

6.  The U.S. and China appear to be similar in width.

7.  Student answers will vary. Some students may suggest highways or railroads.

