PCS
CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS OF

PHI CHI SIGMA, NATIONAL VETERANS’ FRATERNITY, INC.

(amended August 25, 2002)

PREAMBLE


We former members of the armed forces of the United States, and those who stand with us, having aided in maintaining the honor, integrity, and preeminence of our country, do hold in remembrance the common sacrifices made, and are drawn together by the strong bonds of respect and mutual suffering. Therefore, we solemnly and firmly associate ourselves together in creating the fraternal Phi Chi Sigma, National Veterans’ Fraternity, Inc. Our principles and purposes demand supreme allegiance to the United States of America and fidelity to its Constitution and laws. We will hold aloft the torch of true patriotism, striving for a higher standard of education and scholarship, while maintaining a strong and solid Nation.

ARTICLE 1

NAME, SEAL, AND OFFICES

1.1 
NAME. The name of the National Fraternity is Phi Chi Sigma, National Veterans’ Fraternity, Inc. It shall also do business as P C S National.  Each local chapter shall be called Phi Chi Sigma, National Veterans’ Fraternity, Chapter ____, at University of _________________.

1.2
SEAL. The seal of the Fraternity shall be circular in form as in coinage. In the center most of the seal shall be the Greek symbols of Phi Chi Sigma and the forming date of 1999 shall be placed as to balance both right and left sides. From the uppermost top center shall be spelled out in all caps PHI CHI SIGMA, and shall follow the contour and shape of the outer edge of the topmost circular edge. The bottom most edge shall include NATIONAL VETERANS FRATERNITY in all capitals, be centered, and follow the contour of the lower most edge of the circular contour. The outer circular contour edge shall be a rope pattern. The National Board of Directors may change the form of the seal or the inscription thereon at any time.


1.3
NATIONAL OFFICES. The principal office and headquarters of the National Fraternity shall be in the County of Saline, City of Benton, State of Arkansas. The Fraternity may also have offices at such other places as the National Board of Directors may from time to time appoint as the purposes of the Fraternity may require.

ARTICLE II

CREST, MOTTO, AND SYMBOLISM


2.1
CREST. The crest of the Fraternity shall be circular in design, with an Ox in front of the United States Flag as the center of the emblem. This shall be bordered on both sides by laurel olive branches with wording above and below denoting the Fraternity name and motto. The laurel olive branches are emblematical of the wreaths of honor bestowed upon victorious members, and as symbols of our hope for and pursuit of peace. There shall be twelve stars showing on the flag, these signify the original twelve founding members. The words PHI CHI SIGMA shall be at the top in capital letters and NATIONAL VETERANS FRATERNITY shall be at the bottom. The laurel olive branches and the words are joined in a circular pattern, circumscribing our tenants within the circular pattern of solidarity. The United States Flag is the center of the emblem. At full mast, it represents the zenith of our Nation’s endeavors. In motion, it represents the fresh breeze of freedom and honor. The Ox stands in front of the flag ready to defend to the death all that it stands for, as many veterans have already done. The Ox is viewed from the left side, the side containing the heart. Quartering forward, alert and responsive, with tail upright signifying vigilance and preparedness. Around its neck a black shield with the POW/MIA emblem suspended by a chain. A symbolic reminder that our brother and sister veterans will not be forgotten and that we are united, as are the links of the chain, linked in that devotion of spirit to their safe passage back home. Across the back of the Ox is draped a blanket with the Greek letters , signifying the name of the Fraternity. Through the Ox’s nose is a ring, implying that all this power and strength of purpose is controlled and can be focused and directed. A three-stage flowing banner rests below the Ox with the motto, Scholarship, Service, Solidarity. This signifies the solid ground on which the Ox takes its stand.


2.2
NATIONAL COLORS. The colors of the Fraternity shall be RED and TAWNY (tan). Red signifies military, fortitude, and magnanimity. Tawny (tan) signifies worthy ambition.


2.3
MOTTO. The motto shall be “Scholarship, Service, Solidarity.”


2.4
MASCOT. The official mascot or emblem shall be an Ox. An Ox denotes strength, valor, high principles, stability, determination, hard work, patience, generosity, and leadership. The Ox shall have a nose ring denoting power that is directed and controlled.


2.5
LOGO. Each affiliated chapter may have, and is encouraged to have, its own individual logo, within certain restrictions. The logo shall be a member of the bovine family, and shall have the Greek letters of the fraternity on it somewhere. It shall have a nose ring. Affiliated chapters are encouraged to take pride in their individuality while still conforming to the solidarity of the fraternity as a whole. The affiliated chapter logo shall be submitted to the National Board for approval.


2.6
MEDALLION. The Official Medallion of the Fraternity may be worn by members, at Official Meetings, Graduation Ceremonies, Honor occasions, and at other times deemed appropriate by the National Board. The apparatus consists of a two-sided medallion suspended from a neck ribbon. The medallion is engraved with the Fraternity Crest on one side and the Fraternity Seal on the other. The standard neck ribbons shall be gold for active veteran members; red for active non-veteran members; blue for RT (reserve in training) members; and green for alumnus. There is a special “Stars and Stripes” neck ribbon reserved for the original twelve founders, and Charter members of each affiliate chapter are entitled to wear a special red, white, and blue ribbon. There may be other special occasion neck ribbons or devices to be placed on ribbons. If so, any such attachments or special colors shall be determined by the National Board. The medallions shall be worn with pride and dignity. The medallions must be purchased from the Fraternity.

ARTICLE III

PURPOSES AND EXEMPT ACTIVITIES


3.1
PURPOSE. The Fraternity is formed for the purpose of promoting and encouraging scholarly activities, social activities, unity, and pride of self as well as recognition of worthwhile achievements among students, faculty, and staff in eligible academic and non-academic institutions. It aims to accomplish these ends by electing members according to their academic achievement and military association; engaging in activities designed to promote scholarly development, social interaction, and unity of purpose of its members; and to encourage participation in the various activities that advance our purpose.


3.2
EXEMPT ACTIVITIES. Notwithstanding any other provision of these Bylaws, no member, director, officer, employee, or representative of this Fraternity shall take any action or carry on any activity by or on behalf of the Fraternity not permitted to be taken or carried in by an organization exempt from taxation under Section 501(c)(4) of the Internal Revenue Code and the Treasury Regulations thereunder as they now exist or as they may hereafter be amended.


3.3
FOREIGN OPERATIONS. To the extent permitted by the laws of the State of Arkansas and if allowed by Article II, Section 2.2 of these Bylaws, the Fraternity may, in the discretion of the Board of Directors, acquire real and personal property in the pursuit of its activities located beyond the territorial boundaries of the United States of America and conduct exempt activities beyond said territorial boundaries.

ARTICLE IV

MEMBERS


4.1
MEMBERSHIP.  The National Corporation shall be a non-member corporation.  All members of the Fraternity shall be members of the individual Local Fraternities.

ARTICLE V

NATIONAL DIRECTORS


5.1
GENERAL POWERS. The business and affairs of the National Fraternity shall be managed by its Board of Directors.


5.2
NUMBER, TENURE AND QUALIFICATIONS. The National Directors will consist of the original four (4) Directors, plus one Director elected annually by each Affiliated Chapter. Each Director shall hold office for the term for which he/she is elected or until his/her successor shall have been elected and qualified. The Directors from the Affiliated Chapters shall be the currently elected President of that Chapter.

5.3
EXCEPTION. The four (4) original Directors shall be Directors for life or until they resign or are removed by the current Board of Directors for actions unbecoming. They are, Harold D. Pelton, Boyd McKee “Mickey” Kamer, Sandi E. Silarski, and C. Michael Wingfield.


5.4
REGULAR MEETINGS. A regular meeting of the National Board of Directors shall be held without other notice than this Bylaw on the second Wednesday of August in each year, beginning with the year 2000, at the hour of 1:00 PM. If the day fixed for the regular annual meeting shall be a legal holiday, such meeting shall be held on the next succeeding business day. If this meeting date, time, or place is to be changed, the National Board of Directors must notify members thirty days in advance of the change. The National Board of Directors may provide, by resolution, the time and place, either within or without the State of Arkansas, for the holding of additional regular meetings without other notice than such resolution. Meetings may be held electronically. Members may vote by proxy. The first “Annual National Convention” shall be held in Arkansas, hosted by Chapter One. The second “Annual National Convention” shall be held in Colorado and hosted by Chapter Three. Subsequent “Annual National Conventions” shall be hosted by sequential affiliate Chapters in order of their Charter number.


5.5
SPECIAL MEETING. Special meetings of the National Board of Directors may be called by or at the request of the President or any two Officers of the National Board of Directors. The person or persons authorized to call the special meetings of the Board of Directors may fix any place, either within or without the State of Arkansas, as the place for holding any special meeting of the National Board of Directors called by them. Meetings may be held electronically. Members may vote by proxy.


5.6
NOTICE. Notice of any special meeting shall be given at least two (2) weeks previously thereto by written notice delivered personally or mailed by registered mail to each National Director at their business address, or by telegram, or by registered electronic sources. If mailed, such notice shall be deemed to be delivered when deposited in the United States mail in a sealed envelope so addressed, with postage thereon prepaid. If notice is given by telegram, such notice shall be deemed to be delivered when the telegram is delivered to the telegraph company. Notice may be given via documented e-mail, which can be shown that the recipient did receive and open said notice. Any National Director may waive notice of any meeting. The attendance of a Director at any meeting shall constitute a waiver of notice of such meeting, except where a Director attends a meeting for the express purpose of objecting to the transaction on any business because the meeting is not lawfully called or convened. Neither the business to be transacted at, nor the purpose of, any regular or special meeting of the National Board of Directors need be specified in the notice or waiver of notice of such meeting.


5.7
QUORUM. A majority of the National Board of Directors shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at any meeting of the National Board of Directors, provided that if less than a majority of the Directors are present at said meeting, a majority of the Directors present may adjourn the meeting from time to time without further notice. Members not present may give their Proxy to another member and this would count as part of numbers needed for a quorum.


5.8
MANNER OF ACTING. The act of the majority of the Directors present at a meeting which a quorum is present shall be the act of the National Board of Directors.


5.9
VACANCIES. Any vacancy occurring in the National Board of Directors shall be filled by another member from the same Affiliate Chapter. A Director elected to fill a vacancy shall be elected for the unexpired term of his predecessor in office.


5.10
CONTRACTS AND SERVICES. The Directors and Officers of the Fraternity may be interested directly or indirectly in any contract relating to or incidental to the operations conducted by the Fraternity, and may freely make contracts, enter into transactions, or otherwise act for and on behalf of the Fraternity; provided, however, that any contract, transaction, or act on behalf of the Fraternity in a matter in which the Directors or Officers are personally interested shall be at arm’s length and not in violation of the proscriptions in the Articles of Incorporation against the Fraternity’s use or application of its funds for private benefit; and provided further that no contract, transaction, or act shall be taken on behalf of the Fraternity if such contract, transaction, or act is a prohibited transaction or would result in the denial of the tax exemption under Section 503 or Section 507 of the Internal Revenue Code and its Regulations as they now exist or as they may hereafter be amended. In no event, however, shall any person or other entity dealing with the Directors or Officers be obligated to inquire into the authority of the Directors and Officers to enter into and consummate any contract, transaction or other action.


5.11
COMPENSATION. Directors shall not receive any stated salary for their services as such, but by resolution of the Board a fixed reasonable sum or expenses of attendance if any, or both, may be allowed for attendance at each regular or special meeting of the Board. The National Board of Directors shall have powers in its discretion to contract for and to pay to Directors rendering unusual or exceptional services to the Fraternity special compensation appropriate to the value of such services and to reimburse Directors for reasonable travel expense incurred on behalf of the Fraternity.

5.12 POWERS. All the corporate powers, except such as are otherwise provided for in these Bylaws and in the laws of the State of Arkansas, shall be and are hereby vested in and shall be exercised by the National Board of Directors. The National Board of Directors may by general resolution delegate to committees of their own number, or to National Board Officers, or other Officers of the Fraternity, such powers as it may see fit.

ARTICLE VI

NATIONAL OFFICERS


6.1
NUMBER. The Officers of the National Fraternity shall be one President, one Vice-Presidents, one Treasurer, one Secretary, the Registered Agent and such other officers as may be appointed in accordance with the provisions of this Article (such as Recruiting Officer, Merchandising Officer, etc.). The National Board of Directors, by resolution, may create the offices of one or more Assistant Treasurers and Assistant Secretaries, all of whom shall be elected by the National Board of Directors. Any two or more offices may be held by the same person, except the offices of President and Secretary.


6.2
ELECTION AND TERM OF OFFICE. With the exception of the Registered Agent, the Officers of the Fraternity shall be elected annually by the National Board of Directors at each regular annual meeting. If the election of officers shall not be held at such meeting, such election shall be held as soon thereafter as convenient. Vacancies may be filled or new offices created and filled at any meeting of the National Board of Directors. Each officer shall hold office until his/her successor shall have been duly elected and shall have qualified or until his/her death or until he/she shall resign or shall have been removed in the manner hereinafter provided.


6.3
REMOVAL. Any officer or agent elected or appointed by the National Board of Directors may be removed by the National Board of Directors whenever in its judgment the best interests of the Fraternity would be served thereby, but such removal shall be without prejudice to the contract rights, if any, of the person so removed.


6.4
VACANCIES. A vacancy in any office because of death, resignation, removal, disqualification or otherwise, may be filled by the National Board of Directors for the unexpired portion of the term.


6.5 
POWERS. The National Board Officers shall be responsible for the daily decisions made for the Fraternity as a whole. Their decisions shall carry the weight of official ruling, subject to revision by vote of the National Board of Directors, as provided herein. The National Board Officers shall have primary authority over the operations and directions of the Fraternity, with final authority vested in the National Board of Directors.


6.6
PRESIDENT. The President shall be the principal executive officer of the Fraternity and shall in general supervise and control all of the business and affairs of the Fraternity. He/she shall preside at all meetings of the National Board of Directors. He/she may sign, with the Secretary or any other proper officer of the Fraternity hereunto authorized by the National Board of Directors, any deeds, mortgages, bonds, contracts, or other instruments, which the National Board of Directors has authorized to be executed, except in cases where the signing and execution thereof shall be expressly delegated by the National Board of Directors or by these Bylaws to some other officer or agent of the Fraternity, or shall be required by law to be otherwise signed or executed; and in general shall perform all duties incident to the office of President and such other duties as may be prescribed by the National Board of Directors from time to time. The President has the power to expend up to 10% (per purchase) of the total income of the Fraternity funds with his signature alone. All other purchases are to be approved by the Directors. A credit card may be provided for the President with a set limit of five-hundred dollars ($500.00). The President is a Senior Officer position. 


6.15
THE VICE-PRESIDENT. In the absence of the President or in the event of his inability or refusal to act, the Vice-President (or in the event thereby more than one Vice-President, the Vice-Presidents in the order of their election) shall perform the duties of the President, and when so acting, shall have all the powers of and be subject to all the restrictions upon the President. Any Vice-President shall perform such duties as from time to time may be assigned to him/her by the President or by the National Board of Directors. The Vice-President is a Senior Officer position.

6.16 TREASURER. If required by the National Board of Directors, the Treasurer shall give a bond for the faithful discharge of his duties in such sum and with such surety or sureties as the National Board of Directors shall determine. He/she shall: (a) have charge and custody of and be responsible for all funds of the Fraternity from any source whatsoever, and deposit all such monies in the name of the Fraternity in such banks, trust companies or other depositories as shall be selected in accordance with the provisions of Article VI of these Bylaws; and, (b) in general perform all the duties incident to the office of Treasurer and such other duties as from time to time may be assigned to him/her by the President or by the National Board of Directors. He/she shall make quarterly reports available to the affiliate chapters, from a secure site on the National Website. The Treasurer is a Junior Officer position.


6.17
THE SECRETARY. The Secretary shall:



1. keep the Minutes of the Board of Directors’ meetings in one or more books provided for that purpose;

2. make the minutes of the quarterly Board of Directors’ meetings available in a newsletter format on the National Website;

3. see that all notices are duly given in accordance with the provisions of these Bylaws or as required by law;

4. be custodian of the Corporate records and of the Seal of the Fraternity and see that the Seal of the Fraternity is affixed to all documents, and execution of which on behalf of the Fraternity under its Seal is duly authorized in accordance with the provisions of these Bylaws; and,

5. in general perform all duties incident to the office of Secretary and such other duties as from time to time may be assigned to him/her by the President or by the National Board of Directors.



The Secretary is a Junior Officer position.


6.18
REGISTERED AGENT. The registered Agent shall be the agent of record. This is not an elected position. He shall be an advisor to the Officers of the Fraternity and shall be involved with recruitment and retention. The Registered Agent is a Senior Officer position.


6.19
Deleted in its entirety. 


6.20
SALARIES. The salaries of the officers shall be fixed from time to time by the National Board of Directors and no officer shall be prevented from receiving such salary by reason of the fact that he/she is also a Director of the Fraternity.  Any officer who is a member of the National Board of Directors shall abstain from all discussions and votes with respect to his/her salary.

ARTICLE VII

MEETINGS IN GENERAL


7.1
OPENING. All meetings shall be opened with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.


7.2
POW/MIA. All meetings shall have a corporeal (physical or tangible) acknowledgment of our POW/MIA’s.


7.3
BUSINESS. Meetings shall be conducted according to the latest edition of Roberts Rules of Order, unless superceded by the Constitution and Bylaws or Rituals of the Fraternity.

ARTICLE VIII

CONTRACTS, LOANS, CHECKS AND DEPOSITS


8.1
CONTRACTS. The National Board of Directors may authorize any officer or officers, agent or agents, to enter into any contract or execute and deliver any instrument in the name of and on behalf of the Fraternity and such authority may be general or confined to specific instances.


8.2
LOANS. No loans shall be contracted on behalf of the Fraternity and no evidences of indebtedness shall be issued in its name unless authorized by a resolution of the National Board of Directors. Such authority may be general or confined to specific instances.


8.3
CHECKS, DRAFTS, ETC. All checks, drafts or other orders for the payment of money, notes or other evidences of indebtedness issued in the name of the Fraternity, shall be signed by such officer or officers, agent or agents of the Fraternity and in such manner as shall from time to time be determined by resolution of the National Board of Directors.


8.4
DEPOSITS. All funds of the Fraternity not otherwise employed shall be deposited from time to time in such manner as determined by resolution of the National Board of Directors.

ARTICLE IX

ADVISORY COMMITTEES


9.1
NUMBER. The National Board of Directors may appoint from its number, one or more advisory committees, each of which shall consist of two or more Directors, and at any time may appoint additional members thereto. The members of any such committee shall serve during the pleasure of the National Board of Directors. Such advisory committees shall advise with and aid the officers of the Fraternity in all matters designated by the National Board of Directors. Each such committee may, subject to the approval of the National Board of Directors, prescribe rules and regulations for the call and conduct of meetings of the committees and other matters relating to its procedure.


9.2
COMPENSATION. The members of any advisory committee shall not receive any stated salary for their services as such, but by resolution of the National Board of Directors a fixed reasonable sum or expenses of attendance, if any, or both, may be allowed for attendance at each regular or special meeting of such committee. The National Board of Directors shall have power in its discretion to contract of and to pay to any member of an advisory committee, rendering unusual or exceptional services to the Fraternity, special compensation appropriate to the value of such services.

ARTICLE X

VOTING UPON SHARES OF OTHER CORPORATIONS


Unless otherwise ordered by the National Board of Directors, the President shall have full power and authority on behalf of the Fraternity to vote either in person or by proxy at any meeting of shareholders of any corporation in which this Fraternity may hold shares, and at any such meeting may possess and exercise all of the rights and power incident to the ownership of such shares which, as the owner thereof, this Fraternity might have possessed and exercised if present. The National Board of Directors may confer like powers upon any other person and revoke any such powers as granted at its pleasure.

ARTICLE XI

FISCAL YEAR


Unless otherwise determined by the National Board of Directors, the fiscal year of the Fraternity shall commence on January 1 of each year and end on December 31.

ARTICLE XII

PROHIBITION AGAINST SHARING IN CORPORATE EARNINGS


No member, director, officer, employee, committee member, or person connected with the Fraternity, or any other private individual shall receive at any time any of the net earnings or pecuniary profit from the operations of the Fraternity, provided that this shall not prevent the payment to any such person of such reasonable compensation for services rendered to or for the Fraternity in effecting any of its purposes as shall be fixed by the National Board of Directors; and no such person or persons shall be entitled to share in the distribution of any of the Corporate assets upon the dissolution of the Fraternity. Any and all members of the Fraternity shall be deemed to have expressly consented and agreed that upon such dissolution or winding up of the affairs of the Fraternity, whether voluntary or involuntary, the assets of the Fraternity, after all debts have been satisfied, then remaining in the hands of the National Board of Directors shall be distributed, transferred, conveyed, delivered, and paid over, in such amounts as the National Board of Directors may determine or as may be determined by a court of competent jurisdiction upon application of the National Board of Directors, exclusively to charitable, scientific, literary, or educational organizations, which would then qualify under the provisions of Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and the Treasury Regulations as they now exist or as they may hereafter be amended.

ARTICLE XIII

AFFILIATED CHAPTERS


13.1
ORGANIZATION. The Fraternity may grant Affiliate status to various local organizations that wish to become affiliated with the Fraternity. These organizations will normally be located at approved institutions of higher learning. These organizations must sign a document agreeing to abide by and be governed by this Constitution and Bylaws, and the Rituals of this Fraternity. Each Affiliate chapter is granted one position on the National Board of Directors, provided they are qualified and are accepted by the National Board of Directors. This position will be filled by the current President of the Affiliate Chapter. A representative from the Affiliate Chapter may substitute for President, at a National Meeting, if so elected by the Affiliate Chapter members. If accepted by the National Board of Directors, the Affiliate Chapter will be granted a Charter giving it authority to operate a local chapter of the Fraternity.   


13.2
RESPONSIBILITIES. All Affiliate Chapters will be responsible for filling their own taxes, paying their own insurances, and they will provide a copy of such filling and proofs to the National Board of Directors. All Affiliate Chapter petition-filing fees, charter fees, and annual fees shall be paid as set forth and described by this document as well as other fees decreed by the National Board of Directors. All Affiliate Chapters shall set and collect their Chapter membership dues within bounds as set forth by the National Board of Directors. The dues schedules and any later proposed changes shall be approved by the National Board of Directors. All Affiliate Chapters shall collect and forward National Dues at the rate and at the times prescribed by these Bylaws.


13.3
TYPES. Types of Affiliate Chapters shall be Active, Associate, Alumni, and others as may be determined by the National Board of Directors.


13.4
CHAPTER DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS. Affiliate Chapters shall hold elections for Directors and Officers at the end of the Spring semester and those elected to positions shall be installed to take office at the beginning of the Fall semester. Persons running for any Affiliate Chapter office shall be Active members in good standing with the chapter as well as with the Fraternity.  Each member in good standing of the Affiliate Chapter shall be allowed to vote for the election of Directors and Offices of the Affiliate Chapter.


13.5
NUMBER. Affiliate Chapters shall have a Board of directors, which shall consist of a minimum three (3) members (the exact number to be established by the individual Chapter), President, a Vice-President, and a Treasurer/Secretary. Affiliate Chapters may have such other officers as may be elected by the members. Any two or more offices may be held by the same person, except the offices of President and Secretary.


13.6
ACTIVE CHAPTER. An Active Chapter shall be chartered at a college, university, or other two (2) or four (4) year degree granting institution accredited by a national accrediting agency. The interested organization shall submit for Active Chapter status with the prescribed Petition for Affiliation. The National Board of Directors shall accept or reject the Petition for Affiliation on a case-by-case basis after the review of the petition.  If accepted, the Active Chapter shall have one position on the National Board of Director, which is a voting Director position. The Associate Chapter President shall fill this position unless the Chapter votes otherwise.


13.7
ASSOCIATE CHAPTERS. Any college, university, or other degree granting institution that is NOT accredited by an approved agency may apply for an Associate Chapter status. The interested organization shall submit for Associate Chapter status with the prescribed Petition for Affiliation. The National Board of Directors shall accept or reject the Petition for Affiliation on a case-by-case basis. If accepted, the Associate Chapter shall have one position on the National Board of Directors, which is NOT a voting Director position. The Associate Chapter President shall fill this slot unless the Chapter votes otherwise.


13.8
REGIONAL ALUMNI CHAPTERS. When a sufficient number of Alumni desire to form a Regional Alumni Chapter, they will follow rules similar to the forming of regular Active Chapter. The National Board of Directors will determine the geographic regions for Alumni Chapters. The interested organization shall submit for Regional Alumni Chapter status with the prescribed Petition for Affiliation. The National Board of Directors shall accept or reject the Petition for Affiliation on a case-by-case basis. If accepted, the Regional Alumni Chapter shall have one position on the National Board of Director, which is a voting Director position. The Regional Alumni Chapter President shall fill this slot unless the Chapter votes otherwise.


13.9
PETITION FOR AFFILIATION. Any organization petitioning for Affiliation must be capable of maintaining the standards of the Fraternity and spreading its scholarly spirit and ideals. The petitioning organization must furnish a Federal Tax ID # and must be incorporated in the State in which it resides. To Petition it must submit a document with the following:

(1) The Petition for Affiliation shall have at least five students at the institution eligible for membership.

(2) The Petition for Affiliation shall list the names of the proposed charter members, their status of membership, and the initial Directors and Officers of the submitting organization. 

(3) In the case of Active or Associate Chapters, the five initial members shall be United States Military Veterans as described in this document.

(4) In the case of Regional Alumni Chapters, the Petition shall have at least five alumni of the Fraternity. 

(5) The Regional Alumni Chapter may be associated with an Active Chapter in its geographic region.

(6) In the case of Active Chapter status, the Petition shall contain one faculty member to act as advisor. This Advisor does not need to become a member, nor do they need to be a veteran as herein described.

(7) In the case of Associate Chapter status, the Petition shall have the endorsement of an executive officer of the institution, if any. 

(8) All chapters, with the exception of Regional Alumni Chapters, shall maintain a simple majority of members that qualify as United States Military Veterans as described in this document.

(9) If through attrition, Veteran membership drops below a simple majority, no new non-veteran Pledges may be accepted until Veteran membership is again a simple majority.


13.10
ELECTION. The candidate organization shall file its Petition for Affiliation with the National Board Secretary. The Petition shall include the information herein requested and the National Board of Directors may request additional information. The National Board of Directors shall consider whether the institution fulfills the requirements set forth in this article. The National Directors shall have a period of up to two (2) months, summer vacation not included, in which to submit their vote to the National Board Secretary. The votes may be submitted electronically, by telegram, or by United States Mail. At the point where the National Board Secretary has received a majority of votes from the National Board of Directors, or upon termination of the time limit, the National Board Secretary shall announce the decision. If the majority of votes are in the affirmative, the Petition for Affiliation shall be granted upon receipt of payment of all assessed fees, and a Charter will be granted. If the majority of votes are in the negative, or if the time period for voting by the National Board of Directors expires without the receipt of a majority of affirmative votes, the request shall be denied and another petition shall not be considered from the same institution for a period of one (1) year.  


13.11
INSTALLATION. When an organization has been granted a Charter, there shall be an Official Installation Ceremony. The President of the National Board of Directors, or such other person so designated, shall act as the installing officer. The Installing Officer shall select a date for the ceremony, which is convenient for the organization and for the installing officer. At the ceremony, there shall be a brief account of the history of the Fraternity, information about its ideals, and explanation of its symbols. Those charter members that are not already members of the fraternity shall be initiated. The charter shall be presented to the chapter along with an Official copy of these Constitution and Bylaws. The organization shall thus become an Affiliated Chapter of Phi Chi Sigma, National Veterans’ Fraternity, Inc., and shall be designated by the name of the Institution at which they are established and the Arabic number in which they were chronologically granted a charter. As a reminder and a part of our history, there will be no chapter designated by the Arabic number two (2). The date of the charter and the charter members shall be those so designated on the charter. The newly established chapter shall be responsible for the expense of transportation, meals, and lodging for the Installing Officer, unless other arrangements are made. If the expense of having an Installing Officer creates a financial burden for the new chapter, the Official Installation Ceremony can be delayed or forgone, and the new chapter will become official by a letter of endorsement from the National Board President. 


13.12
FORFEITURE OF CHARTER. If any Affiliated Chapter shall be deemed by the Board of Directors to have ceased functioning according to the provisions of these Constitution and Bylaws, said chapter shall be required by majority action of the National Board of Directors to return its Charter and cease to use the name of the Fraternity. Actions which may precipitate forfeiture include, but are not limited to, non-payment of fees or dues, and actions which bring embarrassment or discredit to the Fraternity. Any chapter charged with this action may appeal the decision to the National Board of Directors. After one appeal the decision of the National Board of Directors is final.

ARTICLE XIV

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS


14.1
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS. Various memberships are bestowed upon the individuals in the various Affiliate Chapters. All rights and privileges of these memberships extend to the Affiliate Chapter only, and not to the National Fraternity as a whole. There are numerous types of membership titles and each has its own letter designation, it own privileges, fee schedules, and responsibilities.

14.1a 
OPEN ENROLLMENT. Membership is by open enrollment. A person 

wishing to become a member must petition the local chapter. The local chapter will follow guidelines set down by the National Board of Directors and pertinent local chapter requirements, previously approved by National. If accepted by the local chapter, the new member will be required to pay an initiation fee of $10.00 to National plus that month’s regular dues. The initiate will be required to pay any other regular dues required by National and the local chapter fee schedules. At such time as these requirements are met, the individual will be considered a member of the local chapter and granted all the rights and privileges accorded such membership.


14.2
FOUNDING MEMBER (F). This membership is reserved for the twelve members that formed the original Fraternity and laid all the groundwork for following members. Referred to as “Corporate Plank Holders.” Ribbon color is Red/White/Blue with White stars in the Blue border.


14.3
CHARTER MEMBER (C). A member who has signed the Charter for an Affiliate Chapter, and paid the fees and dues required, when the Affiliate Chapter was issued. Also called a “Chapter Plank Holder” in the Affiliate Chapter. Ribbon color is Red/White/Blue.


14.4
ALUMNI (A). A member who has served at least one (1) semester as an Active Member and has a degree. This individual may apply for acceptance as an Alumni of the Affiliate Chapter. The Chapter must vote in the affirmative by a simple majority vote plus one of the members present at a regular called meeting of the chapter. The applicant must state if they desire an Active or Inactive status. Once accepted, another vote must be taken by the Alumni’s original Affiliate Chapter to change the status. This vote would require a similar majority plus one vote at a regular stated meeting. Ribbon color is Green.

ACTIVE ALUMNI (Aa). An Alumni who is active in the Affiliate Chapter, pays dues, and has a vote in the Affiliate Chapter business. They may hold any position elected to in their Affiliate Chapter, Regional Alumni Board, or the National Board of Directors.

INACTIVE ALUMNI (Ai). An Alumni who is not active in the local chapter, pays no dues, and has no vote, and can hold no office.


14.5
ACTIVE VETERAN (AV). An Active member who qualifies as a United States Military Veteran, as described herein. Shall have all the privileges and honors due Military Veterans in this Fraternity. Shall pay dues as set forth by the National Board of Directors and local chapter, and can hold any office elected to in the Affiliate Chapter, or National Board of Directors. Has a vote in Affiliate Chapter. Ribbon color is Gold. 

14.6
ACTIVE ASSOCIATE (AA). An Active member who does not meet the qualifications of United States Military Veteran as described herein. Shall pay dues as set forth by the National Board of Directors, and local chapter, and can hold any office elected to in the Affiliate Chapter, or National Board of Directors. Has a vote in Affiliate Chapter. Ribbon color is Red.


14.7
RESERVE IN TRAINING (RT). An Active member who does not meet the qualifications of United States Military Veteran, as described herein, but who has served two (2) years as a member of a collegiate level ROTC program and has signed a letter of obligation, committing themselves to United States Military service. Shall pay dues as set forth by the National Board of Directors, and can hold any office elected to in the Affiliate Chapter, or National Board of Directors. For percentage purposes only, counts as a veteran in the official count in the Affiliate Chapter to help meet the minimum Veteran membership numbers. Has a vote in Affiliate Chapter. Ribbon color is Blue.


14.10
REGIONAL MEMBER (R). A veteran or non-veteran staff, student, or faculty of an institution where there is not a Chartered Affiliate Chapter. They may petition an institution in their region that does have a Chartered Affiliate Chapter for membership. Shall pay dues as set forth by the National Board of Directors, and cannot hold any office. Does not have a vote in the Affiliate Chapter. Expected to open a chapter at home institution at earliest possible time.


14.11
AFFILIATE (S). An immediate family member of an Active member, within the first degree (husband, wife, brother, sister, son, daughter, father, mother). Not to include uncles, aunts, cousins, or in-laws. Family member connection must already be an Active member before the Affiliate may petition for membership. Shall pay dues as set forth by the National Board of Directors and the local chapter. Cannot hold any office. Does not have a vote in the Affiliate Chapter. After being an actively paying and participating member for 24 consecutive months, they may petition for Inactive Alumni status. They cannot, however, become Active Alumni unless they are either student, staff, or faculty of the Affiliate Chapter’s institution. 
14.12 HONORARY (H). Honorary membership is exactly that. Honorary memberships are offered to individuals who have done something extraordinary for the Affiliate Chapter, the Fraternity, or for Veterans in general. National Honorary’s names should be submitted to the National Board Secretary. The National Board of Directors may offer as many Honorary memberships as it deems appropriate. If an Affiliate Chapter wants to honor someone with an Affiliate Honorary membership, the Affiliate Chapter shall submit the name with appropriate information to the National Board Secretary. A majority vote of the National Board of Directors will approve the submission and an Honorary membership will be offered. The Affiliate Chapter shall tender no more than one (1) individual per year for such recognition, except in extreme circumstances. Honorary members have no vote.


14.13
SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES. Any Alumnus of an institution with an Active Chapter who was an Alumni before the formation of the Active Chapter will be allowed to join as an Active Alumni, if the chapter accepts them. They must pay initiation fees and dues of an Active Alumni for at least one (1) year. They may, afterwards, change status to Inactive Alumni. They will be subject to restrictions and privileges of the status as prescribed in the Constitution. 


14.14
REVOCATION OF MEMBERSHIP. An individual’s membership can be lost, due to actions that embarrass the fraternity, or for just cause. The Board of Directors of the Affiliate Chapter shall revoke the status of any of its members for just cause.  The National Board of Directors may take action on its own, that an individual member should be removed from the roster or placed “Not in Good Standing.” The member may appeal the decision of the Affiliate Chapter to the National Board of Directors. While “Not in Good Standing,” the individual is no longer entitled to any of the benefits or privileges of membership.

ARTICLE XV

DUES AND FEES


15.1
CHARTER FEE. All newly formed Affiliate Chapters will be assessed a Charter Fee of $50. The National Board of Directors may adjust this fee from time to time. Other fees shall be assessed from time to time as found necessary, the type and amount to be set by the National Board of Directors.


15.2
CHAPTER FEES. Affiliate Chapters shall be assessed dues based on its number and type of individual members. These fees shall be assessed on a monthly basis and shall be collected and forwarded to the National Board Secretary, or to the National Headquarters, along with a copy of the current monthly meeting minutes, a current membership roster, including name, major, address, email address, phone number, and status of each individual member. 

15.3
ACTIVE VETERAN. $ 2.00 per month.

ACTIVE ASSOCIATE. $ 2.00 per month.
RESERVE IN TRAINING. $ 2.00 per month.


REGIONAL MEMBER. $ 2.00 per month.
AFFILIATE MEMBER. $ 1.00 per month. 
ACTIVE ALUMNI. $ 1.00 per month. 


INACTIVE ALUMNI. No fee.



HONORARY. No fee.


15.4
AFFILIATE CHAPTER PENALTIES. In the event an Affiliate Chapter does not forward to the National Board Secretary current dues and fees as set forth above, the National Board of Directors may levy a penalty against the errant Affiliate Chapter, the rate of which shall be set by the National Board of Directors from time to time.


15.5
INDIVIDUAL PENALTIES. If a member fails to pay current dues to the Affiliate Chapter within the time limit prescribed for forwarding of dues to the National Board Secretary, the errant member must petition the Affiliate Chapter Board for reinstatement. If the Affiliate Chapter Board allows the reinstatement, the member’s information shall be forwarded to the National Board Secretary along with an additional $5.00 penalty to the National Secretary. If the member lets dues lapse for three (3) months, and/or is not reinstated by the Affiliate Chapter board, the individual loses all membership rights and status. To regain membership, the individual will have to again petition the local chapter and pay another initiation fee along with current fees.
 
15.6
EXCEPTION. All fees, dues, and penalties due the National Secretary may be forgiven, reduced, or amended by action of the National Board President in response to hardship or similar cause, pending approval of the action by the National Board of Directors.


15.7
AFFILIATE CHAPTER. Each Affiliate Chapter shall set and collect its own dues, fees, and penalties for the functioning of the individual chapter. These dues schedules shall be submitted to the National Board of Directors for approval. The Affiliate Chapter may forgive, reduce, or amend fees, dues, or penalties owed to the Affiliate Chapter, but must still meet the obligation owed to the National Secretary.

ARTICLE XVI

UNITED STATES MILITARY VETERAN


To qualify as a United States Military Veteran for the purposes of this Fraternity, the member must meet all of the following qualifications. The member must have either served or be currently serving in the Armed Forces of the United States of America. This includes the Army, Air Force, Navy, Marines, Coast Guard, National Guard, or Reserve Units. If no longer serving, must have been discharged under Honorable Conditions. Proof can be in the form of a DD214 or equivalent. The member must have served 180 days Active Duty. The 180 days do not have to be continuous, unbroken service. The 180 days can be waived if the applicant has a Medical or Hardship Discharge under Honorable Conditions.

ARTICLE XVII

HAZING POLICY



No chapter, group, body, affiliated group, or individual member of Phi Chi Sigma, National Veterans’ Fraternity, Inc., shall engage in or condone any form of hazing, including but not limited to physical abuse or harassment or any person by assigning unnecessary, disagreeable, or difficult work, by banter, ridicule, or criticism, or by abusive or humiliating acts.
ARTICLE XVIII

WAIVER OF NOTICE


Whenever any notice is required to be given under the provisions of these Bylaws or under the provisions of the Articles of Incorporation or under the provisions of the law under which this Fraternity is organized, waiver thereof in writing, signed by the person or persons entitled to such notice, whether before or after the time stated therein, shall be deemed equivalent to the giving of such notice.

ARTICLE XIX

AMENDMENTS


These Bylaws may be altered, amended, or repealed and new Bylaws may be adopted at any annual or special meeting of the National Board of Directors at which a quorum is present.



DATED this ____ day of ________________, 2000.

                            __________________________________

National Board President

Attest:
__________________________________



National Board Secretary

__________________________________
___________________________________


Director





Director

__________________________________
___________________________________


Director





Director
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