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                                      University of Arkansas at Little Rock
                                                   School of Social Work

                                          Graduate Social Work Program

                                                         Course Outline

                                                           Summer 2008
SOWK  8251   Juvenile Delinquency 
2 Credits

John W. Miller Jr., Ph.D., MSW 
Email: jwmillerjr@ualr.edu
Office: 569- 3074  
Room 205A 
Office hours: Tuesday and Thursday 4:00-5:00pm 
(other times available by appointment)   

I. DESCRIPTION OF COURSE

This course explores juvenile delinquency and youth antisocial behavior.  Specifically, we will investigate past and present definitions of juvenile delinquency and the role of theory in developing our understanding of delinquent behavior.  We will also examine: prevention, school violence, the mental health needs of juveniles, risk factors (e.g. access to quality education), and intervention outcomes for adolescents that participate in delinquent behavior.   We will discuss the role that social work has played and should play in the future of working with juvenile delinquents.  The prevention of delinquency is complex and in-part requires identifying at-risk individuals and their environments before delinquent activity and behavior occur. As social work professionals we have the ability to play a major role in that effort. 
II. OBJECTIVES OF COURSE

At the completion of Juvenile Delinquency, students will be able to:

· Demonstrate an understanding of the history of juvenile delinquency in the US
· Demonstrate an ability to recognize risk factors of delinquency among juveniles
· Demonstrate an ability to recognize the role that mental health plays in the onset of delinquent behavior among juveniles
· Differentiate and evaluate the effectiveness of several intervention strategies that are commonly used with adolescents that display antisocial/delinquent behavior
· Be knowledgeable of implications for research, policy, and practice that social workers influence via their work in the area of juvenile delinquency and justice
III. COURSE CONTENT, AND REQUIRED READING ASSIGNMENTS

Week I (July 7-11) 

Session 1: Course Intro/ Juvenile Delinquency History/ Risk Factors

                      Reading: 

                      Hilbrun, Goldstein, & Redding, Chapters 1, 2

Session 2:  School Violence/Education


       Required Reading: Hilbrun, Goldstein, & Redding, Chapter 3
Week II: (July 14-18)

Session 1:  Juvenile Offending and Mental Health Disorders
                         Required Reading: Hilbrun, Goldstein, & Redding, Chapters 4 and 5






Quiz 1
      Session 2: Risk Factors and Intervention Outcomes

                  Required Reading:  Hilbrun, Goldstein, & Redding, Chapter 6 
 Week III: (July 21-25)
     Session 1:  Mental Health/Rehabilitative Services 



Required Reading: Hilbrun, Goldstein, & Redding, Chapters 7 and 8






Quiz 2

     Session 2:  Risk Assessment and Community – Based Treatment
                        Required Reading:  Hilbrun, Goldstein, & Redding, Chapters 10 and 12
Week IV: (July 28 – Aug 1)


Session 1:  Mental Health Treatment for Offenders in Juvenile Justice Settings



  Required Reading: Hilbrun, Goldstein, & Redding, Chapter 13






Quiz 3

Session 2:   Training Mental Health and Juvenile Justice Professionals in 

  
              Assessment 



  Required Reading: Hilbrun, Goldstein, & Redding, Chapter 14
 Week V: (Aug 4 – Aug 8)

Session 1:    Emerging Directions: Implications for Research, Policy, and 


               Practice



   Required Reading: Hilbrun, Goldstein, & Redding, Chapter 15

      Session 2:    Final Exam (Cumulative)
IV. TECHNIQUES OF INSTRUCTION
****There will be quizzes in this course. Please arrive to class on time as quizzes will generally be given during the first ten minutes of class. If you are absent on the day that a quiz is given you will NOT be able to make it up.****
All students are required to have access to a personal computer.  If you do not own a computer, computers are available for your use throughout the UALR campus (Cyber Café, Donaghey Student Union, Student Lounge, School of Social Work, Computing Services Lab, Ottenheimer Library). 
Instruction will include lectures, experiential and student led teaching methods. All work is based on the readings and other class assignments. All students are expected to read and complete all due assignments BEFORE each class session.

All assignments are to be submitted on the due date and at the beginning of class.   

In extraordinary circumstances it is up to the discretion of the instructor to allow other arrangements for assignments.
V. REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS

Heilbrun, K., Goldstein, N.S., & Redding, R.E. (2005).  Juvenile Delinquency: 


Prevention, Assessment, and Intervention. New York: Oxford
VI. METHOD OF EVALUATION
Students are accountable for all assigned readings.  Please submit papers through a hard copy submitted in class.  

Late work is not accepted unless you have PREVIOUSLY made an arrangement with the instructor and ONLY with approved documentation. 
Grading is Done on a Points System:

                                           Points                  % of grade (% are approximate)
Quizzes (30pts x 3)                 90                        45
Class Pres (25pts x 2)             50                        25
Class Participation                  10                         5
Final                                        50

    25





      _______________________
Total                                        200     =           100%

GRADING SCALE Based on Points and Percentages
The grading scale for the Graduate Program is as follows:
FINAL GRADING SCALE BASED ON POINTS and  PERCENTAGES  

                Points                           Percentages                            

184 - 200                        100 - 92 = A




164 - 183                          91 - 82 = B

             144 - 163                          81 - 72 = C

             120 - 143                          71 - 60 = D


< 120                                59 or below = F

Points needed for each grade:  (out of 200 points = %). 

IX. CLASS ATTENDANCE POLICY

Learning in a professional program is based in large part on the interaction that occurs between the instructor and students in the classroom.  Regular attendance at class is an expected professional responsibility of the student.  Absences of greater than 20 percent of the total class time may constitute grounds for course failure.

X. HONOR CODE
All students registered for courses in the School of Social Work are expected to adhere to the rights, responsibilities, and behavior as articulated in both the UALR Student Handbook and the NASW (National Association of Social Workers) Code of Ethics.  An essential feature of these codes is a commitment to maintaining intellectual integrity and academic honesty.  This commitment insures that a student of the School of Social Work will neither knowingly give nor receive any inappropriate assistance in academic work, thereby affirming personal honor and integrity.

XII. DISABILITY SUPPORT SERVICES

Students with Disabilities: It is the policy of the University of Arkansas at Little Rock to create inclusive learning environments.  If there are aspects of the instruction or design of this course that result in barriers to your inclusion or to accurate assessment of achievement- such as time-limited exams, inaccessible web content, or the use of non-captioned videos, please notify the instructor as soon as possible.  Students are also welcome to contact the Disability Resource Center, telephone 501-569-3143 (v/tty).  For more information, visit the DRC website at http://ualr.edu/disability/                                       
