Capstone Letter of Intent:

To:                   MPA Students Interested in PADM 7373, Capstone Project 

From:                Dianne Lux Wigand, MPA Coordinator

Subject:             Call for Capstone Project Proposals for Spring 2010
Date:                September 16, 2009

Enclosed is information about qualifications and procedures for enrolling in the Seminar in Public Administration, PADM 7373, capstone course, for spring 2010.  The professor for the capstone course for spring, 2010 is Dr. Sink, dwsink@ualr.edu. 

Curriculum requirements: 

To be eligible to enroll in PADM 7373, students must have completed 30 hours of the MPA curriculum and receive the permission of the professor of the course. All core courses should be completed prior to enrolling in the capstone project course.  Students enrolled in concurrent programs must have completed the following core courses:  PADM 7301, 7303, 7313, 7315, 7332, & 7363 before enrolling in the capstone project. Students enrolled in the MPA concurrent programs should contact the MPA Graduate Program Coordinator.  Since the capstone project is an intensive learning experience, it is recommended that the student take only one other course during the capstone semester.  Students must have an overall graduate grade point average of 3.0 to be eligible for this final course.  Students must have completed the on-line Human Research Training course which can be found at http://www.ualr.edu/orsp/irb.shtml. 
Procedures:  MPA students are required to obtain permission of the professor of PADM 7373 to enroll.  To receive approval, students must develop and submit the basic idea for their capstone project prior to enrollment (see Capstone Calendar for 2010).  Each semester the faculty and the professor of the Capstone Project course will review the proposed projects and authorize enrollment approval for those who meet course requirements.  The review process may involve revisions of the proposal in accordance with faculty comments.  There is no guarantee that a proposal will be accepted. Once the proposal is approved, you will be notified by e-mail with a copy to the MPA program coordinator.  When you are notified of acceptance for the capstone course, submit your course enrollment authorization form to the MPA Administrative Assistant for approval to enroll.

Students who wish to enroll in PADM 7373 for spring 2010 must submit a capstone proposal to the professor of the capstone course, Dr. Sink, via e-mail, dwsink@ualr.edu  in an attached word document no later than November 3, 2008 at 5:00 pm. Dr. Sink will hold an informational meeting on September 24h at 5:15 p.m. in Ross Hall 613.

· Capstone proposal addresses the following:

· Project Title:  The title should capture the essence of the proposal and should be presented on a title page that follows APA style and includes the title, student’s name, and date.  

· Problem Statement:    Clear description of the issue, problem, and/or program to be examined, analyzed, and studied, and dependent/independent variables if applicable. Type of project to be conducted.

· Importance of the proposed project:  Description of the importance or significance of the proposed project.  What goal or value will be served by your project, and who might use the results of your work?

· Theoretical Framework:  Discussion of the major organizing framework or theoretical concepts and variables which might serve to organize and drive the project.  In your literature review you should accomplish the following:

· Demonstrate how the literature supports your basic arguments.

· Cite references pertinent to the issue.

· Present arguments objectively.

· Explain your approach to solving the problem.

· If applicable, present hypotheses clearly and demonstrate a relationship with the problem under study.  Define variables. For a policy analysis project present proposed alternatives clearly.

· Project Research Design:  Discussion of the project’s likely research design and feasibility within the time limits of one semester, including specific information addressing the following:  

· What type of project are you proposing?  Is it a traditional research project, case study, policy analysis, program evaluation, management or organizational analysis?

· What type of research methodology will be used?  Will it include quantitative or qualitative methods, or both?  

· Will the proposed project require collection of new data, or will it use existing data?  Describe briefly the type of data to be collected, and how you will collect it.  Will you use an interview or survey?

· How many organizations and participants might be involved? 

·  Do you or will you have access to the persons or organization you want to analyze or study?  

· What approaches might be used to analyze the data?

· References:  An annotated bibliography must be included with the proposal.

· Proposal Format:  The proposal statement should not exceed two single-spaced, typewritten pages (12 point Times New Roman font, with one inch margins (top, bottom, right, and left).  Provide a title page with your name and the title of the proposal. Use section titles provided in the above bullet points for organizing your proposal.  Insert page numbers according to APA style in the document.

· Proposals not addressing these points or meeting these guidelines will be returned. 

 

· Student Information: In addition to the proposal, students must submit MPA course information to the MPA Coordinator, fdwigand@ualr.edu  by November 3, 2008 by 5:00 p.m.  The student course information sheet is attached and can be located on the MPA website www.ualr.edu/mpa. 

If you have any questions about capstone proposals contact Dr. Sink dwsink@ualr.edu .  Questions regarding the enrollment process should be directed to, Dr. Wigand, fdwigand@ualr.edu . 

Best regards,

Dianne Wigand

Dr. Dianne Wigand

MPA Coordinator

640 Ross Hall 

501.569.3211

Attachments:  Capstone Calendar

                       Student Information form

