Rules for the ABA Softball Tournament
· Games will be 55 minutes long
· Softballs will be provided by CenArk MBSF and will be available for purchase towards the end of the tournament

· One new ball is introduced at the beginning of each game.  This will be used along with the new ball used in the previous game.  If a new ball is not introduced, tell the scorekeeper.

· Each team is required to retrieve any ball their team hits over the fence (foul or homerun) and return it into play or to the scorers table.  If an effort to retrieve the ball is not made they will be assessed an out the next time they bat.  No out will be assessed if an effort is made but the ball cannot be found.
· Each batter will start their count with 1 ball and 1 strike

· There is no limit on Home Runs on fields 8-12

· On fields 2-5 only three home runs per game are allowed.  All other balls over the fence will be a single
· Stealing will not be allowed in the tournament
· A courtesy runner is allowed if a player is physically handicapped.  Overweight and old age does not qualify
· Eleven people from each team may bat (EH)

· Steel spikes are not allowed
· No ASA outlawed bats will be allowed  (see list on back)
· Women are allowed to play on a men’s team
· A player may not play for more than one team.

· Players can not be added to your roster after the start of the tournament.
· Tie break rule:  Place a runner on 2nd after 9th inning.  The runner will be the last batter of the previous inning.

· There is no age limit for players.  The church is responsible for their own players.  Players under age 18 must have a guardian sign the roster/waiver consent form.

· As stated in ASA regulations, players of ages 16 and under will be required to wear a helmet when batting and a mask if playing catcher.
· Inappropriate conduct will not be tolerated.  This is your warning.  Only the coach of each team can respectfully discuss calls with the umpires.  If you are ejected you will miss your team’s next game as well.

· All other rules will be set by ASA guidelines.
· The tournament director will make changes as needed. 
· Go to http://www.asasoftball.com/about/certified_equipment.asp to check whether or not your bat is approved for ASA play.
