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Schol 3310-Creative Arts I-Fall 2011

Scholars 3310

THE INDIVIDUAL AND THE CREATIVE ARTS
Part I, Fall 2011

9:00-9:50 a.m., MWF, FA 161

Instructors:

Prof. Floyd Martin, FA 261, Art Dept., 569-3182,  fwmartin@ualr.edu
Prof. Linda Holzer, FA 101-D, Music Dept., 569-8436,  lrholzer@ualr.edu
Prof. Wayne Chapman, CPA220, Theatre Arts & Dance Dept., 569-3330, wachapman@ualr.edu 
Texts (for both Fall 2011 Part I, 3310 and Spring 2012 Part II, 3311):
These materials are available in the campus bookstore:

a.  Sylvan Barnet, A Short Guide to Writing About Art  (Harper Collins)
b. Getlein, Living with Art, (9th  ed., McGraw-Hill). On-line Learning Center: www.mhhe.com/getlein9e (click "Student Edition")

c.  Kamien, Music:  An Appreciation (7th brief edition), including the ConnectPlusMusic streaming access that accompanies the text.  ISBN 007-744065-X is the correct package.
d. Wilson & Goldfarb, Theater:  The Lively Art (7th ed., McGraw-Hill) On-line Learning Center: http://www.mhhe.com/livelyart7e  (click “Student Edition”)
Listening:

Completion of assigned listening as well as reading is part of the homework for this class. All of the musical listening assignments will be via the McGraw-Hill ConnectPlus Kamien website. The access code comes with the textbook for the ISBN 007-744065-X package.

Technology Resources:
Blackboard: https://bb.ualr.edu/webct/entryPageIns.dowebct 

How to Use Blackboard  

On-line Learning Center for each textbook (please see above).

Scope and Purpose of Course:

 “The Individual and the Creative Arts” I and II (SCHL 3310 & 3311), together comprising 6 credit hours, fulfills the Donaghey Scholars Program and UALR core requirement in Aesthetic Competency.

This course is an examination of the role of artistic endeavors in enriching human life.  It is designed to familiarize the student with the fine and performing arts: art, architecture, music, theatre, and dance. The history and interrelationships of the arts will be studied over two semesters.   Building an essential descriptive vocabulary will form the foundation for discussion about works of fine and performing art and aesthetic experiences. Students will also attend concerts, plays, exhibits, and listen to recordings.   

Student Learning Objectives:

Students will demonstrate, through objective and short answer tests, essay tests and formal papers, proper usage of vocabulary appropriate for each art form (examples: line, shape, color; melody, harmony, texture, rhythm, tempo; plot, character, conflict) and apply these to discussion of selected works.   Students will learn characteristics of major style periods in art, music and theatre, and be able to identify artists, composers, and playwrights. In general, students should follow formal writing conventions for graded written work in this class; do not use informal shorthand writing such as is common in IM and text messaging.

Grading:

Your semester grade will be determined based on the following scale:

90-100% = A,    80-89% = B,    70-79% = C,     60-69% = D,    <60% = F

A = excellent work;  B = above average work;  C = average work;  D = below average;  F = failing

Final semester grades are derived from a weighted average of the various components listed below.

To see an example of how grades are calculated, please visit the link for Sample Grade Calculations
Requirements:

Papers on art events:

(paper 1 = 5%, paper 2 = 10%)

       
Art paper 1, Art paper 2





15%  

Music paper 1, Music paper 2




15%
Theatre paper 1, Theatre paper 2




15%
9 Quizzes on Assigned Readings 
 

 

 15%

Journal entries 







  4%
Fundamental Elements exam in Art (6%), Theatre (6%), & Music (6%) 
18% 

Final Exam  (Dec. 9)






18%

TOTAL
           100%
Please note:  There will be 9 quizzes on assigned readings (3 per art form), administered online via Blackboard.  The Fundamental Elements exam (mid-term) and the Final exam will be administered online via Blackboard rather than in-class.  Directions for these exams will be given on Blackboard.  If you are unfamiliar with how online exams work, a Practice Quiz is provided, and is available beginning August 22.  It is strongly recommended that any students who are unfamiliar with how to take an online test on Blackboard using the Respondus Lockdown Browser take this Practice Quiz.  Being prepared for the online quizzes and tests means being prepared to use the technology that delivers the assessments.

Expectations:

Class Attendance and Participation  
Regular attendance and punctuality are expected of all students, especially the Donaghey Scholars. There will be a grade penalty for excessive absense.  The student and the director of the Donaghey Scholars program will be notified, upon the 7th absence, and a penalty of a half letter grade will be subtracted from the semester grade for each absence at this point.  Late or leaving early may count as half an absence.  
Class participation is welcomed, encouraged, and expected.  Participation should take the form of attentive listening as well as class-related questions and comments. Typically, in a class such as this, students will come from diverse backgrounds, ranging from those who have never been to a classical concert or museum to those who are majoring in one of the fine arts disciplines.  It is also typical for a student to be reasonably experienced in one art form, but not in others.  Please recognize this diversity and know that your instructors do; you are not penalized for being new to the course material. 

Electronic Equipment in Classroom
Please turn all cell phones OFF and put them out of sight when in the classroom.  You may use a laptop or similar device for note-taking, but do not engage in non-class activities during class time (e.g. browsing the web, texting, chatting, checking email, etc.).  You should only have your word processing program open for note-taking, not working on something for another class.  Please preserve the integrity of the learning environment.  The only exceptions to these policies will be in consultation with the instructors and the Office of Disability Support Services.  Using technology in a disruptive manner will not be tolerated; if the problem persists, the instructors will recommend that you be administratively withdrawn from the course.
Attending and Writing About Arts Events  

This course is especially designed for Donaghey Scholars, and its main goal is to give each student a better understanding of and appreciation for the fine arts.  In most Scholars core courses you read primary documents; in this course the primary sources are the works of art you see hear, and create.  The most important part of the course is your first-hand and live experience of the arts.

That creates some unique circumstances for this course.  Throughout the year you are expected to attend campus theatre and music events, Artspree performances, performances in the community offered by organizations like the Arkansas Symphony and Arkansas Repertory Theatre, and to view exhibitions on campus and at the Arkansas Arts Center.  PLEASE CONSIDER THESE HIGH-PRIORITY MATTERS WHEN ORGANIZING YOUR PERSONAL SCHEDULE.
During the Fall semester, each student must attend a minimum of six approved events in order to write papers on the events.  Each instructor provides specific information about approved events for papers in each art form.  Two events for papers must be visual arts, two music, and two theatre. Guidelines for papers on arts events will be discussed in class, and posted on Blackboard. Please observe the following deadlines and parameters:

· all art, theatre and music papers should be written within two weeks of the day of performance or the day you visited an exhibition;

· Papers should be turned in to Blackboard by the start of class on the due date.  This is clearly indicated on the Blackboard Assignment Tool for each paper;

· first paper (music) is due by October 14;

· art  paper #1  is due by October 24.  Theatre paper #1 is due by Oct. 28.   By Oct. 28 you should have completed Paper #1 in each art form:  art, theatre and music;

· Art Paper #2 is due by November 18; Music Paper #2 is due by November 23, and Theatre Paper #2  is due by December 2;
· late papers will be assessed a grade penalty of one full grade for the first delinquent day. The first delinquent day is the calendar day after the due date.  This is clearly indicated on the Blackboard Assignment Tool for each paper. Beyond that day, no late work will be accepted;

· under certain limited circumstances an instructor might grant permission to substitute one live event  for another from the approved list of events for papers. Under no circumstances will a non-live (i.e. video tape, DVD, etc.) performance be substituted. YOU MUST OBTAIN ADVANCE PERMISSION FROM THE INSTRUCTOR PRIOR TO PERFORMANCE AND PAPER DEADLINE IN ORDER TO SUBSTITUTE; 

· a re-write option for each of the three Paper #1’s in music, art, and theatre, is offered by the instructors provided the paper is turned in by either the Oct. 14, Oct. 24 or Oct. 28 due dates.  That means your first paper in art and music and theatre may be rewritten and re-submitted once if submitted by the due dates;  

· The 2nd papers in each art form (Art paper 2, Theatre paper 2, Music paper 2) do not qualify for rewrites. If you have a question about what you are trying to express in your paper, you should ask questions of the instructor while you are finalizing your paper, before you turn it in. The paper you turn in should have been thoroughly proofread and carefully prepared.

The following events are approved for papers:

Visual Art:

List of selected works for art papers provided by Prof. Martin, online on the Blackboard Assignment Tool for Art Papers.  Works suitable for writing come from art exhibitions by professional artists (ie, not student artists) on exhibition at the Arkansas Arts Center (http://www.arkarts.com/ ) and the UALR Galleries (http://ualr.edu/art/index.php/home/gallery/ ).  For both Art Paper #1 and Art Paper #2 you will be given lists of selected works from which you will choose one to write about.  Normally papers are about a single work of art.  If you are visiting a museum such as the Brooks in Memphis or the Kimbell in Fort Worth, you may write about a work there, but ask first.  Guidelines for writing papers about a work of visual art are covered in class, and further details may be found on the Blackboard Assignment Tool for Art Papers.

Music:

List of Approved Musical Events provided by Prof. Holzer, with information on dates, times, location and admission are online on the Blackboard Assignment Tool for Music Papers. Guidelines for writing papers about a concert are covered in class; a concert observation form and sample papers are available on Blackboard.

Includes selected concerts from:

· UALR Music Department events and Artspree series 

· Local chamber music series

· Arkansas Symphony Orchestra Masterwork series.

Theatre

Paper #1 should be a review/critique of Once Upon A Mattress with Music by Mary Rodgers and Lyrics by Marshall Barer. The Book is by Jay Thompson & Dean Fuller. The performances will be at the University Theatre October 6-9, 2011. Evening shows on 6,7 & 8th are at 8:00 PM and 2:30 on the 7th. Paper #2 should be a review/critique of the dance concert on the university theatre stage. Performances are November 17-18th at 8:00 PM and Sunday November 19 at 2:30 PM. Guidelines for writing the papers may be found at http://theatre-dance.cahss.ualr.edu/waynesweb/critiques.htm
Journal Entries 

Journal entries are brief (approx. 4 paragraphs, approx. 700 words). Entries are written in response to questions/guidelines posed by the instructors.  Journal assignments and deadlines are noted in the lecture schedule and the Blackboard Calendar Tool.  Directions for Journals are posted online on the Blackboard Discussions Tool.  Submit your journal entries to the instructors using Blackboard.

Exams – Fundamental Elements and Final

A mid-term exam on Fundamental Elements and a final exam are required in this course. Study guides will be made available on Blackboard for each of the exams.  The exams are administered online via Blackboard.  If you are unfamiliar with Blackboard online exams and the Respondus Lockdown Browser, make sure you take the Practice Quiz to familiarize yourself with this technology.  The Practice Quiz becomes available Aug. 22.

Plagiarism/Academic Dishonesty Statement: College and University regulations regarding academic dishonesty, as set forth in the UALR student handbook and other university documents and publications, will be strictly enforced in this class. Any student caught in the act of cheating will be assigned a grade of zero points (F) for the assignment in question. If written work does not appear to be your own, you will be questioned about it and appropriate action will be taken.

Students with Disabilities: It is the policy of the University of Arkansas at Little Rock to create inclusive learning environments. If there are aspects of the instruction or design of this course that result in barriers to your inclusion or to accurate assessment of achievement-such as time-limited exams, inaccessible web content, or the use of non-captioned videos-please notify the instructor as soon as possible. Students are also welcome to contact the Disability Resource Center, telephone 501-569-3143 (v/tty). For more information, visit the DRC website at http://ualr.edu/disability/

Web accessibility Statement: It is the policy and practice of UALR to make all web information accessible to students with disabilities. If you, as a student with a disability, have difficulty accessing any part of any online course materials for this class, please notify the instructor immediately.

Weather Policy: The UALR website, UALR email, the University’s main telephone number (501-569-3000), and the campus emergency alert system are the official means of communicating all information concerning weather-related closing. Local television and radio stations will also be notified. Weather and road conditions vary from place to place. Employees and students are expected to exercise good judgment regarding the safety of ravel when road conditions are affected by the weather.
 




How much time should a student spend studying for this course outside of class?

A general rule of college study is that for every hour you attend class, you should spend 2 hours studying. For example, this class meets 150 minutes per week. That's 2.5 hours of class time, so you should study for approx. 5 hours a week during a regular 15-week semester. It is recommended that you work out a schedule for when you will study for this class. Planning ahead will ensure that you maximize your learning experience.

Attendance at arts events is expected in addition to studying.
