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Lesson 6: Arkansans React to the Camps

OVERVIEW
This lesson examines the varying reactions of Arkansans to the incarceration of over

16,000 Japanese Americans at Rohwer and Jerome.

OBJECTIVES
• Students will understand how various Arkansans reacted to the Japanese Americans

imprisoned by the government at the camps at Rohwer and Jerome.
• Students will demonstrate their knowledge through completion of a practice ACTAAP

writing prompt.

GUIDING QUESTION
How did Arkansans react to Japanese American incarceration at Rohwer and Jerome?

ARKANSAS HISTORY FRAMEWORKS
TCC 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 2.3
PPE 1.1, 1.2, 2.1
PAG 1.1, 1.2
SSPS 1.1, 1.2, 1.4

MATERIALS
Lyrics to “You’ve Got to be Carefully Taught” (copy on to overhead transparency)
Newspaper Article from Arkansas Gazette: “Relocation Center for Japs Torn by Waste

and Turmoil” by Eugene Rutland.
Arkansas Gazette letter to the editor “Irked by Complaints of ‘Coddling’ of Colonists at

Rohwer”
Post-Itä notes (several for each student)
Concluding Activity: ACTAAP Writing Practice (1 copy per student)

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
On February 19, 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066

effectively forcing more than 110,000 people of Japanese American descent from their homes
to 10 relocation centers. Although no credible evidence existed that Japanese Americans
posed a threat to national security, on the West Coast there was a long history of suspicion
and prejudice against Japanese American residence that had incited fear and racism after Pearl
Harbor.  The War Relocation Authority confined the Japanese Americans to centers in Cali-
fornia, Utah, Idaho, Wyoming, Colorado, Arizona, and Arkansas.

It is not easy to generalize how Arkansans felt about their new neighbors at Rohwer and
Jerome.  If statements by Governor Homer Adkins are indicative, many felt a strong sense of
racism towards their new neighbors.  Yet few Arkansans had direct experience with people of
Asian ancestry.  Opinion overall varied.  A group of ministers from Hendrix College believed
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it was their Christian duty to welcome the new residents to their state.  Opinion also changed
over time.  At first, suspicion and wartime hysteria led some to fear for their safety and speak
out strongly against the camps.  But over time, as residents of Arkansas had limited encoun-
ters with Japanese Americans, public opinion changed.  By 1944 and 1945, local businesses
in the Arkansas Delta even took out advertisements congratulating students in the high school
yearbooks.

OPENING
Share the lyrics from the song, “You’ve Got to be Carefully Taught” from the musical

South Pacific, either by photocopying them onto a transparency and using on an overhead
projector. (The lyrics could also be written on the board.)  After reading the lyrics, ask the
students what they believe the songwriter’s message is.

What tone is the lyricist using? Is he serious or sarcastic?
What should we be carefully teaching children?

ACTIVITIES
1. Conflicting Reports
Have the students examine the newspaper article from the Arkansas Gazette entitled

“Relocation Center for Japs Torn by Waste and Turmoil” and the letter to the editor by a
Japanese American inmate entitled “Irked by Complaints of ‘Coddling’ of Colonists at
Rohwer” [The article actually dealt with Jerome]  As students read, have them use Post-Itä
notes to write down questions they think of as they read.  You may choose to use shorter
excerpts of the article, or substitute the PowerPoint presentation of Governor Homer Adkins’
reactions to the camps (from the CD-ROM; questions appear with the documents) instead of
this activity.

Ask students the following questions:
What complaints did Arkansans have about the camps at Rohwer and Jerome?
Were these complaints based on fact?
How did the letter written by the Japanese American dispute some of the claims made in

the article?

2. Outside Influences.
Discuss the similarities and differences in the two articles.  Then, view the documentary

video Time of Fear from 26:33 to 29:33 (three minutes).  Ask students why they think many
Arkansans felt prejudice towards the Japanese Americans.  During the discussion, point out
how opinions can be shaped by the news media and other forms of mass communication.
Discuss how we are each taught about prejudice and discrimination, noting the lyrics of the
song that opened the class discussion. Ask students the following question, “Where do we get
ideas about people from other ethnic groups or cultures?” Some examples they might give are
movies (Disney might have its own category), family, church, Internet, friends, or teachers.

3.   Direct students to the ACTAAP writing prompt sheet and have students complete the
exercise.
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CLOSING
Return to the lyrics of “You’ve Got to Be Carefully Taught” and discuss our responsibili-

ties today. Have the students reflect on how their understanding of the lyrics may have
changed during the class lesson. Share the lyrics of another song about what you believe
student should be “carefully taught” about racism and prejudice. Discuss with students
how they can break down racial stereotypes and prejudice.  Have students offer suggestions of
how this applies to their lives.

EXTENSIONS
Show the Governor Adkins PowerPoint from the CD-ROM and have students answer

the questions that accompany each document as a class.

Have students create songs, poems, skits or other creative writing pieces to demonstrate
their feelings on racism and prejudice.

Research current events and have students find an article concerning the living condi-
tions prisoners of war or political detainees. Compare and contrast the current event to one of
the primary sources.

REFERENCES
Ickes Harold L, “The Secret Diary of Harold L. Ickes,” Manuscript Reading Room, Library of

Congress, Washington, D.C.

Anti Japanese War Propaganda Posters
 http://mcel.pacificu.edu/as/students/propoganda/top.html
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You’ve Got to be Carefully Taught
by Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein II

[Note: This text was unavailable for inclusion in the on-line version of this curriculum.]
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LESSON 6: ARKANSANS REACT TO THE CAMPS
CONCLUDING ACTIVITY: ACTAAP WRITING PRACTICE

Assessment

Writing Prompt:
1. Read the letter to the editor of the Arkansas Gazette “Irked by Complaints of ‘Coddling’ of
Colonists at Rohwer”

2. Pretend that you are living in Arkansas, outside of the camps. Write another letter to the
editor in response either in support of or against the author. In the letter, support your stand by
citing specific examples.
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[Note: This image was unavailable for inclusion in the on-line version of this curriculum.]
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Eugene Rutland “Relocation Center for Japs Torn By Waste and Turmoil,” Publication Unknown, January ?,
1943? Amon Guy Thompson Papers.  Arkansas History Commission. Little Rock.
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Questions for discussion:

How do you believe Arkansans would have
reacted to this newspaper article?  Would they
be sympathetic or angry?

How did this article contribute to prejudice
and discrimination against Japanese Ameri-
cans incarcerated in Jerome?


