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Photograph No. NWDNS-210-G-G363. Jerome Rel,

ocation Center. Dermott,
Arkansas. Loading cabbages which have been harvested during the winter season.

National Archives and Records Administration. Photographer: Gretchen Van
Tassel

Questions to think about
1. How did the people in the camps change the land?

2. How did changing the land help meet the needs of the people in the camp?

3. What was grown in the fields around Rohwer?

4. Do you think the Japanese Americans in the camps were good farmers? Why or why not?
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;. Hohwer Relgeaiion genter
Noyeisher 20, 1945

1. ‘The first group composed of 249 evacuses arrived
at the Center on SHeptember 17, 1942. These were advance
ed wurkers who came to help vrepare for the othiers who
were to follow, ' '

2e The last train «f incoming residen:s arrived at
thie Center on Botober 31, 1942,

3 All of the evacuees will b= wut of the Center
by Decenber 1.

4, The peak populaticn here was 8,567, 11,926
people have been residents of this Center at on- Line
or another, 2482 avacuees were transferr:d to fohwer
in June 1944, when the Jerome Center near Lermotl,

- Arkansas was closed, The population of the Center -8
of Hovember 17, was 504,

5e Since the Center opened, 9,693 have relocated,

6. ippruximately 700 acres of lsnd have been clear-
ed b. the evacuees since the Center opened, and 1Y miles
of mair drainage ditches and 7 miles of lateral ditches,
have been dug. Five mlles of bayous have been cleaned
out to improve dralnage. .

7 Land totaling approximately 720 acres was leased
for Project farming operaticns, licst of thls vas
olanted in vegetables but scme was plant.i in corn, hay,
and soy besans. In 1943, vegetables valued at §70,067,00
were grown, and in 1944, $103,823.,00 worih were Hro-
duced. 7Thes: wvalues were figur:d at three-fourths of

, the wholesale ma-ket prices. The prineipal vegelables
grown werss cabbage, cucumbers, tomat res, meluns,
eggplant, sweet pepers, diak n, ani Chinesc cabbage.
other vegetables grown wers broccoll, carrots, turaips,

- penas, beans and swe U poluloes,
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Information Concerning Rohwer Relocation Center, Gift of John A. Trice, Japanese American National
Museum (94.28.2)
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. At one tilue or another, 300 acres were under
irrigation with wat.r from a bayou near the farm.
150 acres were under irrigetion al o¢ne time, Cucumbers
and eggplant resp.ided to irrigation better than any
other crops. 0One year cucumbers averaged 6% tons to
the agre., Average yield on the best plots ran as high
as 12 tons per acre., 4t fiveecents .er pount, Lhe
value of the average yleld was §650,00 per acre, The
maximun yleld was worth $1300.00 In 1943, eggplant
averag: d 14000 pounds per acre, ani at 44 cents er
pounc, t 1s was worsh $630,00

Foedor hogs were brought Jcor Projoct comsumption
and 1947 head, wolghing 412,552 osounss were slaughtered,.
Their value was $69440,28. The chief reed was garbage
frow the Conter mess halls,

Between 875 and 900 scldlers have serve: in the
Army who huve @lther lived at tho Center, or whose
families have b.en rusidents lLiere, Casuvalty notl ga_
have been received here Yor 26 killed in action,‘g

‘viounded, 2 prisoners, and 2 missing. Suring the veek

ending November 18th, 18 casualty novices were received,
Filve were fur those xillud In actlion, 1l for tliose

w unded, and 2 for those missing. All of these cuasuule
ties wmere in France. In the {irst half of iny, 1945,
notices for 7 zilled and 23 wounded were received,
Thege result .G from the last big offense in italy.
Three Distinguished Services huv: been awardea geldiers
from this Center. All were¢ posthumous awards. A
proportinate numbar of other degerations have been
swarded other resiserits,

Center schools were given & grade "A" rating
by the State Department of Iducati-n,  High Schoul
graduates total 611, Average enrollment in High School
and Jun%gg Hlsh school was 1,013: in clewentary schuol
it v & 556,

Hed Cross Contributions from evacuees residents
0: the Centur totaled $3,036.30 in 1945,



