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FACULTY SENATE
_________________________________________

Faculty Senate Meeting Agenda
Jack Stephens Center – Legends Room
 May 8,   2009  •  1:00 p.m. till adjournment
I.    Welcome & Roll Call
II.   Review of Minutes
III.   Announcements
IV.   Reports

     A  Chancellor Report;   Joel Anderson
B  Provost Report;   David Belcher 
1. North Central Association Self-Study & Accreditation Process Update – Susan Hoffpauir.

C  Reports of Standing Committees:
1.    Graduate Council;    Anne Lindsay, Chair
2.    Undergraduate Council;    Jeanette Clausen, Chair

V.    New Business


A   Resolution. Faculty Senate Executive Committee, Earl Ramsey Vice President  

(No second required; majority vote at one meeting.)  
Students who have met all graduation requirements at the conclusion of  the 2009 

Spring Semester shall be approved for the appropriate degree for which he/she has 

applied.


B  Resolution Senator Vincent Vinikas  (second required, majority vote at one meeting)



Resolved:

We the faculty of this university are philosophically, ethically, and legally committed to providing equal educational opportunities to all of our students. This does not imply, however, that all students can or should receive an identical education. The faculty honors and celebrates the diversity of our student body. 

We oppose, in particular, a "one size fits all" approach either to higher education or to the life of the mind. As we strive to encourage each of our students to reach their highest potentials, we contend that a "universal design" for all would tend to subvert that mission. Pitching our classes to some Most Common Denominator is not the means to foster individual student achievement. 

The concept of Universal Design, borrowed from the profession of architecture, has great merit when it pertains to the built environment. Applied to the world of ideas, however, the agenda encroaches on academic freedom and the rights of students of all abilities to receive the best education possible.  Although we regard it as a privilege and a responsibility to listen, there is no circumstance under which this faculty will automatically defer to the judgment of the staff of the
Disability Resources Center as how best to educate our students.

VI.   Open Forum
VII.   Adjourn
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