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FACULTY SENATE
_________________________________________

Faculty Senate Meeting Agenda
Donaghey Student Center, Rooms B & C

 December 5, 2008 • 1:00 p.m. till adjournment
I. Welcome & Roll Call

II. Review of Minutes

III Announcements

IV. Reports
     A.  Arkansas State Representative Johnnie Roebuck

               Chair of Task Force on Higher Education Remediation, Retention, and Graduation 

      B.   Director of the Arkansas Department of Higher Education Jim Purcell

C. Chancellor Anderson 
D. Provost Belcher 
E. Reports of Standing Committees:
1. Graduate Council, Anne Lindsay, Chair
2. Undergraduate Council, Jeanette Clausen, Chair
F. Reports of Ad Hoc Committee 
1.  Roles and Rewards II, Catherine Lowry, Chair. 
V. New Business

A.  Motion for Graduation by Executive Committee, Laura Smith-Olinde, 
Parliamentarian,  (No Second required, majority vote at one meeting.)  

Move that all the students that have met the requirements for graduation for the Fall


Semester of 2009 be approved by the UALR faculty for graduation.


See Attachment A – Spring 2009 Graduation List


B.  Motion. Academic Calendar and Schedules Committee, Amy Barnes, Chair. (No 
second required; majority vote at one meeting.)  (See Attachment B – Memo to Faculty 


Senate members, and Attachments C, D, E, F, & G – the final templates for five days)

“That the final exam templates which were prepared and approved by the committee and based on consultation day as the starting point for each template be approved along with the following action:


1.    That in accordance with the UALR Faculty Handbook (page 7.9) all faculty members must comply with ‘…an orderly schedule of final examinations…’ and that each faculty member who gives final exams is ‘…required to use the specified schedule for final examinations.’

2.    That should there be conflicts between information contained in these templates and previous action taken by the Faculty Senate or other university representatives, these templates will supersede the previous action.

3.  Once these templates are approved by the Faculty Senate, the note ‘Approved by UALR Faculty Senate, December 5, 2008’ is added to each template.”


D.  Motion. Admissions and Transfer of Credit Committee, George Tebbetts, Chair

(Legislation – no second required - majority vote at one meeting), 

“That students transferring to the University from a regionally accredited college or university shall meet the UALR core requirement if they transfer 44 hours meeting the following distribution of courses:

1) 3 hours of college algebra or college mathematics,
2) 6 hours of English composition,

3) 6-12 hours of social science 

4) 3 hours of U.S. history or U.S. government

5) 8 hours of lab science,

6) 6-12 hours of arts and humanities, and

7) 0-3 hours of speech.

Students missing some of this distribution of courses will only be required to add the courses they are missing. These missing courses must be added from the approved core courses in the corresponding UALR areas.
This legislation becomes effective for students entering UALR Spring 2009. Students, who entered UALR prior to Spring 2009 may choose to use this policy.”
Commentary: The current transfer policy has been created in a piecemeal fashion as we have reacted to various issues. As a result, despite there being only small variations between existing policies, there have been problems with advisors misunderstanding which policies to apply and with students being ill-advised. The purpose of this policy is to replace the various existing policies with one policy. This policy ensures that we meet the State Minimum Core Required for a Baccalaureate Degree. Students transferring into UALR from Colleges or Universities with degrees that meet the Articulation Agreement of the Arkansas Department of Higher Education of 1994 satisfy this Core.


C.  Motion. Admissions and Transfer of Credit Committee, George Tebbetts, Chair

(Legislation – no second required - majority vote at one meeting), 
“The addition of a new undergraduate student classification of non-degree, non-international student to offer educational opportunities to the community for personal enrichment and/or career development, without the current temporary student status restriction of four credit hours per term and cumulative limit of eight credit hours.  The student is not degree-seeking and would not qualify for financial aid.  If the student chooses to become degree-seeking, he or she is required to reapply and would be responsible for satisfying all admission requirements for admission as a degree-seeking student.” 

Commentary: The classification is consistent with offerings from other institutions, such as University of Massachusetts-Boston, where the non-degree student is identified as those who “…enroll because individual courses can help them advance in their current careers or prepare for new careers, or simply because they seek the personal growth and enrichment that university study can give them.”  The new classification will open doors of educational enrichment to the community and remove roadblocks from those who do not intend to earn a degree.


E  Motion. Admissions and Transfer of Credit Committee, George Tebbetts, Chair

(Legislation – no second required - majority vote at one meeting), 

“That the Admission and Transfer Credit Committee in the Constitution of the University Assembly of UALR be changed as shown below:

Admissions and Transfer of Credit Committee: On behalf of the Faculty Senate, this committee shall be responsible for establishing and maintaining appropriate standards for admitting students to UALR and accepting transfer credit. It shall recommend policies to the Faculty Senate in the areas of its responsibility. It also shall hear appeals from applicants for admission and from students concerned with transfer credit.
The committee shall consist of eight full time faculty members to be appointed by the Committee on Committees of the Assembly, two student members appointed by the Student Government Association, and the administrative officer in charge (or designee) of admissions and records, Dean of Students, University College/Academic Advising, Testing Services. An Admissions Office designee shall serve as coordinator for the Admissions Committee proceedings. The eight faculty members shall serve one two year staggered terms and there shall be a minimum of one faculty member from each College and a maximum of two faculty members from any one College. All members of the committee are voting members.”

Commentary: The current faculty appointments to the Committee are for a one year term. There is therefore the possibility that there can be a committee made up entirely of new faculty members with a consequent lack of continuity. Two year staggered terms should insure that there is a combination of experienced committee members and new members.  Although appointed faculty members are not selected to represent their own college, each college should be represented. Since there are more faculty seats than there are colleges, there will need to be more than one faculty member from some of the colleges. The minimums and maximums should allow an equitable distribution. 
VI.  Open Forum

VII. Adjourn
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