








     Next fall, the Applied Design program in the Department of Art will begin 
off ering a beginning blacksmithing course.
     Michael Warrick, professor of art, says the class will focus on teaching students 
basic, traditional blacksmithing techniques.
     “I think that the off ering of blacksmithing adds another important component to 
our off erings of applied design techniques using metal,” Warrick said. “It’s also a 
great resource for those vocational students as well as art students who want to have 
a bett er understanding of forged metal with simple hand tools.”
     Taught by Litt le Rock blacksmith Stuart Schilds, students will learn various 
methods of forging and joining metals and be provided with knowledge of safe and 
proper tool operation.
     Warrick said, “The students will come out of class at the end of the semester with 
a basic understanding of the tools and processes and have fi nished work that will 
have a focus on function.”
     For more information about the blacksmithing class, contact Warrick at 501.569. 
3131 or at mrwarrick@ualr.edu. Visit the department website at ualr.edu/art/.

Looking Forward: Blacksmithing Coming to Applied Design Program

capitalize on your education

"UALR is located in the heart 
of a metropolitan area and the 
seat of Arkansas government. 
Going to school here will help 
me gain contacts in my quest 
for a spot in politics."

Antonio Carroll '10
Political Science
Chancellor's Leadership Scholar

Blacksmithing student Dale 
Custer uses a length of rebar to 
demonstrate a shaping technique.

"One of the best parts about be-
ing a UALR student is the stu-
dent-to-teacher ratio in classes. 
I feel like I have received more 
'one-on-one' attention from my 
professors."

Victoria Lovellette '10
History
UALR Swim Team
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     The UALR Socratic Society and the 
Department of Philosophy and Liberal 
Studies will host a lecture by Dr. Ozgur 
Gursoy, professor of philosophy at Emory 
University. The event is tentatively sched-
uled for Thursday, November 19 on the 
UALR campus. 
     The lecture titled Abandoning the Tran-
scendental: Experience as Retrospective Ar-
ticulation of the Categories will be free and 
open to the public. 
     Ozgur's research focuses on contempo-
rary French philosophy and the works of 
philosopher Michel Foucault.
     The Socratic Society is a student organi-
zation open to all majors and is dedicated 
to the study and promotion of philosophy. 
     For more information on Ozgur's 
lecture or the Socratic Society, call 
501.569.3312. Visit the organization's web-
site at ualr.edu/socraticsociety/.

Socratic Society to host 
lecture by Emory Professor
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  While Spanish is taught in the classroom, Kirby Atkins feels there 
is no substitute for studying abroad. 

  “I now have no doubt in my abilities to speak, read, hear, and com-
prehend Spanish,” Atkins said.

  The senior history and Spanish major spent the summer in Guadalaja-
ra, Mexico, with a host family.

  “I became a part of the 
family – playing with the 
kids, eating with them, 
watching soccer – and just 
simple conversation. They 
made me feel like I was 
home.”

  Atkins said he was lucky 
gett ing a host family that fi t 
his personality well.

  “I will without a doubt go 
back to Guadalajara and visit 
them again.”

  Atkins thought studying 
abroad would complement 
the Spanish skills he learned 

in the classroom.
  “It is the best and fastest way to learn another language and culture,” 

Atkins said. “If someone is serious about learning another language 
studying abroad is the only way to do it.”

  When making the decision on where to study, he thought about the 
practicality of going to Mexico.

  “The Spanish language has many dialects, and the one used most 
commonly in the U.S. is that from Mexico. Therefore to communicate 
bett er with the people here, Mexico made much more sense to me then 
going to Spain.”

  Through his experience in Mexico, Atkins says his increased fl uency 
in Spanish has helped his skills in other languages.

  “Because I can understand Spanish at such a higher level now, learn-
ing Portuguese is so much easier. It helps me with English as well – 
learning proper grammatical formations and expanding vocabulary.”

    Atkins will never forget the experiences he had while in Guadalajara 
with his host family and friends.

    “Studying abroad opens your eyes to the culture outside of your 
own. You can study about other people and how they live, but until you 
are surrounded by it, you cannot fully understand those people’s way of 
life,” he said. “Also it is an adventure – you will have a great time. Yes, it 
is a litt le scary not being able to understand everything or everyone, but 
that is the point – to get out of your comfort zone and see how the rest of 
the world works outside of the United States.”

  For more information regarding studying abroad, go to htt p://www.
ualr.edu/programsabroad/.

STUDYING ABROAD: Student's Summer 
in Mexico Spent Learning about Guadalajara

During his summer in Mexico, student Kirby 
Atkins visited el Parque Mirador de la Barranca 
Huentitán, a national park in Guadalajara.

Psychology Alumnus is Presi-
dent's Guest at Joint Session 
of Congress

David Turner, psychology alum-
nus, was invited to att end President 
Barack Obama’s healthcare address 
to a joint session of Congress on    
September 9.

“It was a whirlwind. I didn’t really 
know I was going until a couple days 
before,” Turner said.

Turner was invited to the joint ses-
sion because of a negative experience 
he had with a healthcare corporation. 
Senator Blanche Lincoln read about 
Turner aft er he submitt ed his story to 
a public website. Lincoln then passed 
his story on to the Offi  ce of the Presi-
dent.

Turner was seated during the ses-
sion in the First Lady’s box of the 
House Chamber Gallery. "It was 
interesting to be on a fl ight to Wash-
ington, D.C., in the morning and 
then to walk through the doors of the 
House of Representatives Chamber 
that evening," he said.

capitalize on your education

"Coming from a small town 
in Arkansas, I had known re-
ally nothing outside of my own 
culture. When I came to UALR, 
I met people from all over the 
world and have made some 
great friends."

Kirby Atkins '10
History/Spanish
Phi Alpha Beta
Historical Society



  UALR’s Community Chorus announced their 2009-2010 season, 
which includes a seasonal favorite with a twist. Bevan Keating, as-
sistant professor of music, will direct all three performances.

  The fi rst performance will be a joint concert with the UALR 
Concert Choir on November 12.  The Community Chorus  will pres-
ent Joseph Haydn's "Te Deum" and the Concert Choir will perform 
Bach’s “Motet No. 1.” The Chamber Choir will sing several advanced 
acapella works from a variety of genres. The concert will be at 7:30 
p.m. in the Stella Boyle Smith Concert Hall in the Fine Arts Building 
on the UALR campus.

  The next concert, Handel's Messiah, will be on December 11 at 
7:30 p.m. by the UALR Community Chorus and the Second Pres-
byterian Church Chorus, with audience participation invited. The 
concert will take place at Second Presbyterian Church located at 600 
Pleasant Valley Drive in West Litt le Rock.

  Karen Kuralt, Community Chorus member and assistant professor of rhetoric and writing, said shortly 
aft er the chorus’ 2007 performances of Messiah, members of the community began inquiring when they would 
perform the piece again. 

  Scores will be provided in the lobby of Second Presbyterian Church for audience members who want to join 
in the singing. “It is an accessible piece that is both memorable and emotionally vibrant,” Kuralt said. “Nearly 
all singers who have any kind of formal training are familiar with this work, and even those who are not for-
mally trained recognize the famous Hallelujah Chorus instantly.”

  Kuralt says there is nowhere else in Arkansas where music lovers can have an experience on this scale.
  “As any of our choir members will tell you, no matt er how many concerts you have att ended as a spectator, 

there is nothing that can compare, musically or emotionally, with actually being inside, a part of, the perfor-
mance.”

  The season will wrap up on April 3, 2010 with a performance of Mendels-
sohn’s Elĳ ah at 7:30 p.m. at Second Presbyterian Church.

  For tickets, call 501.569.3294. All concerts are $10 for general admission   
and free to UALR students, faculty, and staff  with ID. For more information 
visit the department website at ualr.edu/music/.

Community Chorus Announces 2009-2010 SeasonPsychology Alumnus is Presi-
dent's Guest at Joint Session 
of Congress

"At UALR, there are many op-
portunities to explore differ-
ent interests both within and 
outside of my majors, such as 
clubs, seminars, and panels."

Susanna Garcia '11
English/Spanish
Donaghey Scholar
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     Rebecca Glazier, assistant professor of political 
science, is featured in the article, Reaching Students, 
Sett ing Limits on the Inside Higher Ed’s website at htt p://
www.insidehighered.com/news/2009/09/09/teaching.
     The article gives an overview of the annual meeting 
of the American Political Science Association.  Glazier 
presented Running Simulations Without Ruining Your 
Life: Simple Ways to Incorporate Active Learning Into Your 
Teaching at the annual meeting of the American Political 
Science Association.  In her paper, she presents three 
strategies for including innovative, active learning tech-

niques in the classroom.
     “I think these approaches can help professors incorporate active learn-
ing techniques and encourage students to learn through a variety of means, 
without placing too great a coordination and logistical burden on the pro-
fessors,” she said.
     Glazier earned her doctorate in political science from the University of 
California Santa Barbara and is currently teaching International Relations 
and Introduction to Political Science. Visit the department website at ualr.
edu/political science/.

Dr. Rebecca Glazier

Political Science Faculty Featured on Inside Higher Ed Website

The UALR Community Chorus has scheduled three 
performances for the 2009-2010 season.
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October 29
"Approaching War: Hollywood and Vietnam 1929-1964" 

presentation by Dr. Scott Laderman
7 p.m.

Donaghey Student Center's Meeting Room D
Admission is free

For more information, call 501.569.3161

November 19 - November 22
UALR Fall Dance Concert

Thursday - Saturday at 8 p.m.
Sunday at 2:30 p.m.

UALR University Theatre
For more information and tickets, call 501.569.3456

December 5 - December 6
UALR Opera Theatre Performance:

Amahl and the Night Visitors with orchestra
December 4: Opening Night Champagne Reception $50

Tickets $15 for adults
 $5 for children/students

UALR students free with ID.
For more information, contact 501.569.8993

December 11
Messiah

presented by UALR's Community Chorus 
and the Second Presbyterian Church Chorus

7:30 p.m.
Second Presbyterian Church, Little Rock

General admission $10
UALR students free with ID

For more information, call 501.569.3294

Events Calendar
(Open to the Public)     UALR German Studies will present a sympo-

sium, workshop for teachers, and feature fi lms 
with the theme “Perspective, Progress, and 
Promise” celebrating the 20th anniversary of the 
fall of the Berlin Wall and German reunifi cation. 
     The fall of the wall on Nov. 9, 1989, and con-
secutively the German reunifi cation on Oct. 3, 
1990, were monumental turning points in history, 
according to Susanne Wagner, assistant professor 
of German studies. 
     “While this historical moment represented 
many ‘ends,’ it also allowed for the emergence of 
new beginnings — the beginning of the 21st cen-
tury, spreading of democracy, and the opening of 
world fi nancial markets.” 
     The symposium is from noon to 2 p.m. Tues-
day, Nov. 3, in Room 103 of the Donald W. 
Reynolds Center for Business and Economic 
Development on the UALR campus. Symposium 
panelists and other speakers representing educa-
tion, the business community, and government 
agencies will discuss the fall of the Berlin Wall 
and how German reunifi cation impacted the 
global community to include business and indus-
try. 
     Panel participants include Andrew Drum-
mond, assistant professor of political science; 
Thorsten Gott fried, cultural att aché for the Ger-
man consulate general in Houston; Peter Höyng, 
chair and professor of German Studies at Emory 
University; Lenka Horakova, UALR alumna 
who works at the Arkansas Economic Develop-
ment Commission as global project manager for 
Europe; Rolf T. Wigand, professor of informa-
tion science and management at UALR; and Rob 
Lentz, vice president of Acxiom Corporation.
Stephen Farrelly, assistant professor of philosophy 
at UALR, will provide a brief 
keynote presentation.
     The German Studies program will also present 
a workshop, “Teaching the Wall,” for current and 
prospective teachers of German. 
     Conducted by Höyng, the workshop is 
scheduled from 2 to 5 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 2, in 
the Stabler Hall Language Lab. 
     Additionally, three fi lms related to the subject 
will be shown beginning at 7:30 p.m. in Stabler 
Hall Room 303. “The Tunnel” is scheduled for Oct. 
27 followed by “The Promise” on Nov. 3 and 
“Good Bye Lenin!” Nov. 10. 
     For more information, contact Wagner at (501) 
569-8038 or smwagner1@ualr.edu.

Series to Discuss "Fall of the Wall"


