Childhood Victimization:
Violence, Abuse, and Trauma in the Lives of Childre n and Adolescents

Learning Objectives:

“%% To define and understand the dynamics of child victimization
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“To explore the relationship between child victimization and youth violence
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f‘% To become familiar with various forms of child victimization
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%\%‘ To understand the trauma associated with child victimization and its long-term effects
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J_ & Toreview useful victimization screening and intervention tools

PART 1: THE VISION

Ending Violence Against Children and Young People

l. Definition: “child victim”
A.  Official definition of “child victim”

B. “Child Victim” Redefined

1. Stats & Facts
A. Child Abuse
In 2005, an estimated 3.6 million children in the 50 States, the District of Columbia, and
Puerto Rico received investigations by CPS agencies.

An estimated 899,000 of those children were determined to be victims of abuse or neglect.
Only 25.2% of the 3.6 million abuse reports were substantiated.

The incidence of child abuse in this country is ten times the incidence of cancer.

B. Violence Against Youth
At least one adolescent (10-19 years old) dies of an injury every hour of every day; about
15,000 die each year. (CDC 2002)

In 2002, more than 877, 700 young people ages 10 to 24 were injured from violent acts.
(CDC 2004)

Injuries from violence kill more adolescents than all diseases combined. (CDC 2005)

C. Child Witnesses and Victims of Family Violence
Emotional and psychological trauma associated with children witnessing violence in the
home is equal to that of physically abused children.



FBI and National Institute of Justice estimates reveal that 25 million children witness

domestic violence each year.

Some studies reveal that 70% of men who abuse their female partners also abuse their

children.

Although sibling abuse is perhaps statistically the most common form of family
violence, it is significantly under addressed. (Straus and Gelles, 1990)

Child Sexual Abuse

The FBI estimates that there may be a sex offender living in every one square mile area in

this country.

Most child molesters molest dozens of children before they are caught.

There is a 3% chance that a child molester will be apprehended.

Peer to Peer Harassment and Violence

160,000 students miss school every day in this country, and 10% drop out, because of the

fear caused by being bullied.

Bullying is more accurately described by the terms harassment, terroristic threatening,

hate crime.

83% girls and 79% of boys report experiencing harassment at school.

58% report physical harassment.

35% of those were first harassed in grades K-5.

7% were harassed by a teacher.

60% of boys who were characterized as bullies in grades 6-9 had been convicted of at
least one officially registered crime by the age of 24.

35-40% of the former bullies had three or more convictions by this age.

Peer to Peer Violence and School Violence
More than two-thirds of all school shooters
reported feeling persecuted or bullied by
someone.

An article on PBS Online NewsHour
reported that Dylan Klebold and Eric Harris
used the Internet to learn how to make the
bombs and plan what some call the April

20, 1999, massacre in Littleton, Colorado.
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The Tragedy of School Violence

Feb. 2, 1996
Moses Lake, Wash.

Two students and one teacher killed, one other wounded when 14-year-old Barry
Loukaitis opened fire on his algebra class.

Oct. 1, 1997 Two students killed and seven wounded by Luke Woodham, 16, who was also accused
Pearl, Miss. of killing his mother. He and his friends were said to be outcasts who worshiped Satan.
Dec. 1, 1997 Three students killed, five wounded by Michael Carneal, 14, as they participated in a

West Paducah, Ky.

prayer circle at Heath High School.

Dec. 15, 1997
Stamps, Ark.

Two students wounded. Colt Todd, 14, was hiding in the woods when he shot the
students as they stood in the parking lot.

March 24, 1998
Jonesboro, Ark.

Four students and one teacher killed, ten others wounded outside as Westside Middle
School emptied during a false fire alarm. Mitchell Johnson, 13, and Andrew Golden, 11,
shot at their classmates and teachers from the woods.

April 24, 1998 One teacher, John Gillette, killed, two students wounded at a dance at James W. Parker
Edinboro, Pa. Middle School. Andrew Wurst, 14, was charged.

One student killed in the parking lot at Lincoln County High School three days before he
May 19, 1998

Fayetteville, Tenn.

was to graduate. The victim was dating the ex-girlfriend of his killer, 18-year-old honor
student Jacob Davis.

May 21, 1998
Springdfield, Ore.

Two students killed, 22 others wounded in the cafeteria at Thurston High School by 15-
year-old Kip Kinkel. Kinkel had been arrested and released a day earlier for bringing a
gun to school. His parents were later found dead at home.

June 15, 1998

One teacher and one guidance counselor wounded by a 14-year-old boy in the school

Richmond, Va. hallway.
14 students (including killers) and one teacher killed, 23 others wounded at Columbine
April 20, 1999 High School. Eric Harris, 18, and Dylan Klebold, 17, had plotted for a year to kill at least

Littleton, Colo.

500 and blow up their school. At the end of their hour-long rampage, they turned their
guns on themselves.

May 20, 1999 Six students injured at Heritage High School by Thomas Solomon, 15, who was
Conyers, Ga. reportedly depressed after breaking up with his girlfriend.

Nov. 19, 1999 Victor Cordova Jr., 12, shot and killed Araceli Tena, 13, in the lobby of Deming Middle
Deming, N.M. School.

Dec. 6, 1999 Four students wounded as Seth Trickey, 13, opened fire with a 9mm semiautomatic

Fort Gibson, Okla.

handgun at Fort Gibson Middle School.

Feb. 29, 2000
Mount Morris
Township, Mich.

Six-year-old Kayla Rolland shot dead at Buell Elementary School near Flint, Mich. The
assailant was identified as a six-year-old boy with a .32-caliber handgun.

March 10, 2000
Savannah, Ga.

Two students killed by Darrell Ingram, 19, while leaving a dance sponsored by Beach
High School.

May 26, 2000
Lake Worth, Fla.

One teacher, Barry Grunow, shot and killed at Lake Worth Middle School by Nate Brazill,
13, with .25-caliber semiautomatic pistol on the last day of classes.

Sept. 26, 2000
New Orleans, La.

Two students wounded with the same gun during a fight at Woodson Middle School.




Jan. 17, 2001
Baltimore, Md.

One student shot and killed in front of Lake Clifton Eastern High School.

March 5, 2001
Santee, Calif.

Two killed and 13 wounded by Charles Andrew Williams, 15, firing from a bathroom at
Santana High School.

March 7, 2001
Williamsport, Pa.

Elizabeth Catherine Bush, 14, wounded student Kimberly Marchese in the cafeteria of
Bishop Neumann High School; she was depressed and frequently teased.

March 22, 2001
Granite Hills, Calif.

One teacher and three students wounded by Jason Hoffman, 18, at Granite Hills High
School. A policeman shot and wounded Hoffman.

March 30, 2001

One student killed by Donald R. Burt, Jr., a 17-year-old student who had been expelled

Gary, Ind. from Lew Wallace High School.
Nov. 12, 2001 Chris Buschbacher, 17, took two hostages at the Caro Learning Center before killing
Caro, Mich. himself.
Jan. 15, 2002 . . .
New York, N.Y. A teenager wounded two students at Martin Luther King Jr. High School.

] One 15-year-old killed, and three students wounded at John McDonogh High School by
April 14, 2003

New Orleans, La.

gunfire from four teenagers (none were students at the school). The motive was gang-
related.

April 24, 2003
Red Lion, Pa.

James Sheets, 14, killed principal Eugene Segro of Red Lion Area Junior High School
before killing himself.

Sept. 24, 2003
Cold Spring, Minn.

Two students are killed at Rocori High School by John Jason McLaughlin, 15.

March 21, 2005
Red Lake, Minn.

Jeff Weise, 16, killed grandfather and companion, then arrived at school where he killed a
teacher, a security guard, 5 students, and finally himself, leaving a total of 10 dead.

Nov. 8, 2005
Jacksboro, Tenn.

One 15-year-old shot and killed an assistant principal at Campbell County High School
and seriously wounded two other administrators.

Aug. 24, 2006
Essex, Vt.

Christopher Williams, 27, looking for his ex-girlfriend at Essex Elementary School, shot
two teachers, killing one and wounding another. Before going to the school, he had killed
the ex-girlfriend's mother.

Sept. 26, 2006
Bailey, Colo.

Adult male held six students hostage at Platte Canyon High School and then shot and
killed Emily Keyes, 16, and himself.

Sept. 29, 2006
Cazenovia, Wis.

A 15-year-old student shot and killed Weston School principal John Klang.

Oct. 3, 2006
Nickel Mines, Pa.

32-year-old Carl Charles Roberts entered the one-room West Nickel Mines Amish School
and shot 10 schoolgirls, ranging in age from 6 to 13 years old, and then himself. Five of
the girls and Roberts died.

Jan. 3, 2007
Tacoma, Wash.

Douglas Chanthabouly, 18, shot fellow student Samnang Kok, 17, in the hallway of Henry
Foss High School.

April 16, 2007
Blacksburg, Va.

A 23-year-old Virginia Tech student, Cho Seung-Hui, killed two in a dorm, then killed 30
more 2 hours later in a classroom building. His suicide brought the death toll to 33,
making the shooting rampage the most deadly in U.S. history. Fifteen others were
wounded. '




Children’s Exposure to Violence
A U.S. Senate committee in 1999 reported that "By age 18 an American child will have

seen 16,000 simulated murders and 200,000 acts of violence." (Senate Committee on the
Judiciary)

Approximately 2 million adolescents ages 12—-17 suffer from post traumatic stress disorder,
presumably stemming from violent experiences in their past. Exposure to violence shapes
how children relate, remember, learn, and feel. (Child Trauma Institute)

Internet Violence

Related to the lethality of internet violence, a Gallup poll indicated that 82 percent of those
surveyed said the Internet was at least partially to blame for the Columbine High School
attack, compared with 60 percent who thought easy access to guns was to blame.

The United States Department of Justice estimates that pornographers have recorded the
abuse of more than one million children in the United States alone.

Children of all ages, including infants, are abused in the production of pornography.

Estimates of the number of children worldwide involved in child pornography range from
thousands to hundreds of thousands.

PART 2: THE RESULTS

Hurt Children will Act Out Their Hurt

l. The Challenges of Child Victimization

A.

Children experience rates of conventional crime victimization — like rape, robbery and
assault — that are substantially higher than the general adult population.

Children suffer victimizations that are specific to being children — child maltreatment,
neglect and emotional abuse.

Crimes against children are considerably less likely to come to police attention than crimes
against adults.

Crimes against children are notoriously difficult to substantiate and even more difficult to
prosecute.

Crimes committed by children — juvenile delinquency — receive considerably more official
attention than crimes committed against children.

David Finkelhor & Dick Ormrod (2000) pp. 1-11. David Finkelhor (2007). pp. 9-34.

Developmental Victimology

Multiple dimensions of victimization throughout the course of child development (Holt,
Finkelhor & Kantor, 2007).

Polyvictimization (multiple victimizations of one child)

1. Ina CCRC study, 22% of children in a national sample reported four or more different
kinds of victimization in a single year.



2.

Once children become poly-victims, their risk for additional victimization remains

significantly elevated.

Poly-victims have extremely high levels of traumatic stress symptoms.

Finkelhor, D., Ormrod, R. K., & Turner, H. A. (2007). pp, 7-26. (CV91)

Similar to polyvictimization, complex trauma also describes of children's exposure to
multiple or prolonged traumatic events and the impact of this exposure on their
development.

Viewing victimization as an event rather than as a condition.

Victimization has often been treated as a somewhat unusual, individual traumatic

event. But many victimizations are ongoing.

II.  Pay Attention to the Many Ways Children Are Vic  timized.

A. Conventional Child Victimization

10.
11.
12.

Physical Violence

Sexual Violence (Includes sexual exploitation of children though the possession,
receipt, distribution or manufacture of child pornography, the sexual abuse of
children, and the trafficking of children for sexual activity.)

Exposure to Family Violence

Emotional Abuse

Verbal Abuse

Neglect

Child Prostitution and Sex Trafficking

Crimes involving the use of the Internet to facilitate the sexual abuse of children or
the trafficking of child pornography

Distribution of obscenity and the transfer of obscene material to minors

Gun Violence

School Violence

Gang and/or Community Violence

Sexual Harassment/ Bullying

B. Child Victimization that Is Not Against the Law (or at least not particularly enforceable)

1.

N g~ 0w DN

Exposure by parents to harmful religious beliefs/practices

Certain kinds of hitting

Withholding parental affection; not allowing the child to bond and form attachment
Emotional abuse, verbal abuse

Multiple foster placements and methods of child removal

Victimization by various systems

Bullying / Harassment by peers and others



2006 Child Maltreatment in Arkansas
By Age of Victimization
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. Consequences for Child Victims
A. Being abused or neglected as a child increases the likelihood of arrest as a juvenile by 53
percent and increases the likelihood of arrest for a violent crime as an adult by 38 percent.

(C.S. Widom, The Cycle of Violence, Research in Brief, U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice
Programs, National Institute of Justice, 1992, NCJ 136607)

B. What Determines a Child’s Experience of Violence

“. .. the child’s experience of violence is not only determined by the nature of the violent
events, but by the child’s own capacities to appraise and understand violence, to respond
to and cope with danger, and the child’s access to environmental resources that offer
protection and support.” (Finkelhor & Kendall-Tackett, 1997)

When others have given up hope that we will everaseend to the victimization of
our children, we of all people, should hold orhtlg to that hope for as long as it
takes, until we have made sure that every chisis, nurtured, protected, and
cherished.

V. What About the Children?

PART 3: CHILD TRAUMA

Victimized Children Often Suffer Trauma

I A child experiences profound and long-term conse guences from a traumatic event.

A. Type One Trauma
The trauma is a one time event, or isolated event.

Memories of the traumatic event can be vivid.
The child will have details etched in her/his memories and be able to give details.
The child will be able to look back and assess the event.

Some children may have mistimings in retelling the event.

B. Type Two Trauma
Repeated traumatic events from a variety of sources, coupled with neglect, loss, continued
insults, threats

There is damage to the child’s sense of safety.
The child exhibits massive denial, dissociation, and/or a complete absence of feelings.

The child’s psyche develops complex defenses and coping mechanisms to ward off
repeated assaults.

The child experiences “captivity.”

II.  Behavioral and Social Problems
A. Aggression, anger, hostility, disobedience
B. Stormy social relationships; isolation from friends or family



Passivity with peers or bullying

Fear, anxiety, withdrawal, depression
Low self-esteem

Difficulty in trusting, especially adults

nmoo

lll.  Emotional Problems

Grief for family and personal losses

Shame, guilt, self blame

Feelings of helplessness and powerlessness
Conflicting feelings toward parents

Fear, anxiety, withdrawal, depression

moow»

IV. Cognitive and Attitudinal Problems
A. Lower cognitive functioning and poor school performance
B. Lack of conflict resolution and problem solving skills
C. Pro-violence attitudes; no other models of response
D. Belief in rigid stereotypes that support power and control over a “weaker” person

V. Long-Term Problems
A. Higher levels of adult depression and anxiety
B. Physical problems and post traumatic stress responses
C. The feeling of being an “eternal victim”
D. Increased tolerance for and use of violence in adult relationships

VI. A Physiology of Fear

VII. The Chronic Threat of Violence: Two basic Resp  onse Patterns
A. A Dissociative Response
B. A Hyper-arousal Response

VIIl. The Child’'s Response to Threat

A.  When a child anticipates an assault on self or loved one, his/her brain adapts to the
challenge.

The emotional, behavioral, cognitive, social and physiological functioning will change. The
degree and nature of a response will vary in any single event.

Infants, children and young people will use various combinations of the two distinct
response patterns during (and following) any traumatic event.

A dissociative response is common in babies and very young children, and a
hyperarousal response is common as a child matures.

B. A Dissociative Response
1. Definition:
Dissociation is a broad term that includes a variety of mental responses involved in
disengaging from the external world.



2. What Dissociation Looks Like
a. Infants and very young children are not capable of effectively fighting or fleeing.

So when the threat persists and crying does not work, the infant or young child will
adapt by dissociating.

b. Older Children, Adolescents and Adults

The dissociative response in older children and youth can look like numbness, a flat
affect, a withdrawal from everyone and everything.

c. Not a Maladaptive Response

The child’s capacity to dissociate in the midst of terror is actually an adaptive
response available to some children.

d. Dissociation’s Neurobiology

C. Hyperarousal

1. Definition:
Hyperarousal is commonly known as the “Fight or Flight” response

2. What Hyperarousal Looks Like
a. A series of actions prepare the body for defense - to fight with or run away from the
potential threat.

IX.  The Most Troubling Outcome: States become Trait s

A. The effects of traumatic events on the neurobiology of the developing child will result in
specific symptoms.

B. The specific symptoms a child develops will be related to the intensity and duration of
his/her responses during the threat.

C. If the neurobiology of the child’'s specific response (hyperarousal or dissociation) is
activated long enough, there will be molecular, structural and functional changes in those
systems. (Perry, 1994; Perry et al., 1995; Perry, 1997; Perry & Pollard, 1998).

D. If achild dissociates . . . in response to a severe trauma and stays in that state for a
sufficient period of time, his /her systems will be altered.

E. If a child exposed to violence uses a hyperarousal response, this child will likely develop
persisting hyperarousal related symptoms and related disorders (e.g., PTSD, ADHD,
conduct disorder).

G. Many of these children have abnormalities in cardiovascular regulation.

(Perry, 1994; Perry et al., 1995b).

XV. Hyperarousal Symptoms Following a Threatening E  vent
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XVI. A Continuum of Responses to Threat

XVII. In Summary

All clinical studies to date suggest that exposure to violence in childhood alters brain

development and that the abnormalities are more prominent if the traumatic exposure is early in

life, severe and chronic.

A. Symptoms and Traits Vary

1. Variables

a. The nature, frequency, pattern and intensity of the violence

b. The adaptive style of the child
c. The resilience of the child
d.

The presence of protective factors such as a stable, safe and supportive home.

2. Gender Differences

a. Females are more likely to dissociate and males more likely to display a classic
"fight or flight" response. Females will be more anxious, dissociative and more

internalizing.

b. Males will externalize, and will develop the aggressive, impulsive, reactive and
hyperactive symptoms and traits.

B. Much More than Learned Behavior

1. Children raised with long-term, chronic violence are much more likely to be violent
because of the persistence of the "fight or flight" state.

2. Cognitive distortions often accompany a persisting state of fear.

PART 4: MY TRAUMA

The Way | Feel . .. The Way | See My Pain
I. Rage

II. Captivity

lll. Sadness

IV. “Through My Eyes” Video

V. Protective Factors and Resilience

PART 5: JUST DO SOMETHING

Exactly What to Do Is the Issue

I.  What to Do When People Say “Do Something”
A. Use all the resources you have.

Child Trauma Academy
www.ChildTraumaAcademy.com

11



National Child Traumatic Stress Network
www.nctsnet.org

NCVC Teen Victims Project

http://www.ncvc.org/tvp/main.aspx?dblD=dash_Home

Youth Outreach for Victim Assistance (YOVA)

http://www.ncvc.org/tvp/main.aspx?dblD=DB_YOVA528

Family Violence Prevention Fund
www.endabuse.org

Know the important Crisis Line numbers.

Childhelp National Child Abuse Hotline
Darkness to Light National Helpline Network
Arkansas Child Abuse Hotline

National Teen Dating Abuse Helpline
National Youth Crisis Hotline:

National Suicide Hotline:

Boys Town Suicide and Crisis Line:

.
F‘iﬁ'.!.‘ﬁ.ﬁ"n

1-800-4-A-CHILD
1-866-FOR-LIGHT 1-866-367-5444
1-800-482-5964 TDD, 1-800-843-6349
1-866-331-9474 1-866-331-8453 TTY
1-800-442-HOPE (4673)

1- 800-SUICIDE (24 hours)

1-800-448-3000 1-800-448-1833 (TDD)

TIPLINE

www.cybertipline.com

1-800-843-5678

Look outside the box for ways to help child victims.

1. A child victim of violence does not necessarily need therapy immediately following
victimization. A professional with experience in child trauma might be a good option.

2. An experienced child advocate or victim assistance professional experienced in
working with children may be an excellent resource.

3. Traumatized children must work through trauma at their own pace. It takes time,
patience, and a trusted adult willing to spend the time needed.

4. Trauma treatment is not about mental health; it is about human connection. There are
simple things that caregivers can do to help a traumatized child.

Consider working with the child to lessen the trauma.

1. Help re-structure catastrophic thinking.
2. Have a pleasurable activities list.

12



3.
4.
5.

Practice thought-stopping and thought-insertion.
Help a child tell her story.
Help children regulate their emotions.

Il.  Therapeutic Victim Impact Sessions

Remember that a victim impact statement completed by a child or adolescent is not just a piece
of paper or a form to complete; it is a therapeutic process that can help both the judicial process
and the child. Think of a child’s victim impact statement as a narrative that expresses the trauma
of his or her victimization. Being able to move the intensity of a child’s trauma from the child’s
emotional center can be the beginning of restoring the child’s emotional well-being.

(See sample victim impact statements in Appendix C.)

lll.  Child Victims and Crime Victim’'s Rights

A. The United Nations’ Convention on the Rights of the Child

Guidelines on Justice for Child Victims and Witness es of Crime

The right to be treated with dignity and compassion

The right to be protected from discrimination

The right to be informed

The right to express views and concerns and to be heard

The right to effective assistance

The right to privacy

The right to be protected from hardship during the justice process
The right to safety

The right to reparation

The right to special preventive measures

B. Child Victims’ Bill of Rights
In addition to the rights that have been provided for all crime victims and witnesses,
Washington law requires reasonable efforts be made to ensure the following rights for child
victims and witnesses under the age of eighteen:

1.

To have all proceedings explained in language which can be easily understood by the
child;

To have, whenever practical, a secure waiting area provided for the child during court
proceedings, and to have a support person stay with the child,;

To not have the name, address or photograph of the child victim or witness disclosed
to any agency outside the criminal justice system without the permission of the child's
parent or guardian;

To have an advocate make recommendations to the prosecuting attorney about the
child's ability to cooperate with the prosecution and the potential effects of prosecution
upon the child;

To allow an advocate to inform the court about the child's ability to understand the
nature of the proceedings;

13



To be provided information and referrals to agencies to assist the child and/or the
child's family in dealing with the emotional impact of the crime and the legal
proceedings;

To have an advocate be present in court to provide emotional support to the child
during testimony;

To inform the court as to the need to have other supportive persons present during the
child's testimony;

To allow law enforcement agencies to enlist the services of other professional
personnel such as child protective services, victim advocates, or prosecutorial staff
trained to interview child victims.
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APPENDIX A
Child Victims of Trafficking

Human trafficking is modern-day slavery. Every day, children are trafficked into the United States for
forced labor in homes, farms, commercial sex, sweatshops and other work. Traffickers prey on the
emotional and physical vulnerability of children, who are brutally held captive while they receive little
or no pay for their labor. Human trafficking is punishable as a serious crime under U.S. law.

Definition

The Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (TVPA) defines “severe forms of trafficking in
persons” as:

Sex trafficking in which a commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, or coercion, or in
which the person induced to perform such act has not attained 18 years of age; or

The recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for labor or
services, through the use of force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose of subjection to
involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery.

Children will rarely identify themselves as victims of trafficking. Therefore, it is crucial that those
agencies and service providers most likely to encounter a child victim have a heightened sense of
awareness of trafficking. If a child presents any indication that he or she may have been trafficked,
providers should pursue further screening. We strongly recommend that you collaborate with a
licensed clinician, psychologist or other professional with relevant child welfare experience to conduct
such interviews. Children should be approached in a manner that takes into consideration their age,
development, culture, language and what is known about the nature of their experience.

The questions in the following chart on the next page offer guidance for interviewers to consider with
children who may be victims of trafficking. They do not purport to be a conclusive list. Child victims of
trafficking may instinctively not establish trust easily due to their experiences, and may even have
been coached by their trafficker to answer questions in a certain way. The questions and explanations
are intended to assist service providers in creating a framework to consider whether or not a child
they serve could be a victim of trafficking.

While each child’s case is unique, here are some si  gns that may indicate the need for further
screening:
- evidence of abuse (physical, mental or sexual)

living at workplace or with employer

employer is holding identity and/or travel documents

living with multiple people in a cramped space

heightened sense of general fear (for self and family), unusual distrust of law enforcement

working unusually long hours

unpaid or paid very little

inability to speak to child alone

not in school or significant gaps in schooling in the United States

engaged in prostitution or induced to perform a commercial sex act
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QUESTIONS TO ASK

EVIDENCE TO LISTEN FOR

Why dlid you come to the United

Many child trafficking victims are smuggled intothe United States or come on valid visas

= States? with the promise of being united with family, going to school or getting a lagitimate job.
= E Who arranged your travel ? once hare, they may bo foreed into cxploitative work of foreed to work off a travel “debt®
= | How did you get here? Children may alzo be kidnapped or sold. Many trafficking victims are recruited by
'g é Do you owe money for your trlp? | acqualntances or peopla of thelr own ethnlc group, while some are trafflcked by family
E I What did vou expect when you members o fiends. Traffickers Lse the emational vulnerability of children to recruit and
o= came? retain them. Their expectations of what they are going to do are often vague and thay
[ What did vou end up doing? are surprised to find that they owe exorbitart debts for their travel, lodging, food, et
Were you scared? Some children may come through fraudulent mail-order bride or matchmaking schemes.
Mrigrafian and idenity doclimants stich s passparts, DUth cariiicatas ar sehaol 1S,
o
2 Eﬂﬁggﬁzzsy PApers: have fragirantly boon saizod Dy vicdtims! fraffckars or empiovars, The ofiging! dociimants
' may hava haan lagitimata ar fraiduizntly brovidad by tha fraffickers,
: Maost child victim s of trafticking are not allowedto go to school while in the tratticking
o
- ﬁ: Wﬂ muﬁ?o?;l,' sitiation Childran may have bean promized they conild goto school andior get a job
oz Whaﬁ(ind of wru:-?kdo u do? with good pay but found instead that they must first work to pay off their fravel debt.
=0 Are vou paid? Yo ) While deing 20, they may be charged exorbitantfees for rent, food, and clothes leading
é E Doyﬁ oﬂu n‘_mneyto your besa them into a cycle of debt to their employer. Note how many hours a cay or week the
gg or someone else? child works, how she or he is compenzated, andif earnings go diredly tothe employer,
O job i , L .
Ca';gﬁ?.,haw yourjob if you REMEMBER: Any child under the age of 18who is induced to perform a commerdal
: s Eed i d viclim ol @ severae form ol Lallicking, @5 d rinor carmnol consenl,
-
=z Where do vou live? Although mary people receive unjustly low wages, viclims of ballicking bave thei
EE Who &|se I?'?eslhe;'e‘?' fraadom restricted as wall. They may beforcad 1o live in the same place they work, They
S0 | Where do vou slee 5 may not be allowed to leave the premises, and are sometimes guarded of theirdoors
3 % Are you s-::?;ed o leave? are locked. Traffickers may threaten their votims with deportation or arrest if they try to
= ascape.
L
g Hafoaﬂfgdg:ﬁ;h:ﬁﬁﬁ?;d YOU | n acdition to physical harm, childran may alzo have been subject to psychological
o oway? intimiciation or coercion through threats to themselves or their family mambers f they
€ | Hasa ?l-:ll:ld ever hurt vou 1o trigs to escapa Victims of trafficking may alzo be frightensad into staying with the
o ma?; L?sta o yo trafficker dus to their immigration status and lack of documents {if their frafficker has
Q Yo ¥ taken them).

Has your family been threate ned?

If you believe you have encountered a possible victim of trafficking, call the

Trafficking Information and Referral Hotline: 1-888-373-78&8

Child victims of trafficking may be eligible for federally funded, specialized services. Lutheran Immigration and
Refugee Service (LIRS) and the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) are nonprofit voluntary agencies
that work with the Office of Refugee Resettlement to place eligible child trafficking victims in culturally
appropriate family foster care, small group care or independent living, suitable for their developmental needs.
LIRS and USCCB also work to train providers to meet the special needs of trafficked children, and conduct
outreach and education efforts regarding this gross violation of human rights.

Please note: child victims of trafficking do not ne

eligible for federal benefits.

For more information about child victims of traffic

Program Coordinator

LIRS Trafficked Children Initiative
410/230-2758, trafficking@lirs.org
www.lirs.org/What/children/TCIl.htm

ed to be working with law enforcement in order to b e

king and services available to them, contact:

Children’s Services Specialist
USCCB/MRS

202/541-3462, mrstvics@uscch.org
www.uscch.org/mrs/traffickingweb.htm
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APPENDIX B

Child/Juvenile Victimization Questionnaire:
Basic Screening Questions, Child Self-Report Versio  n

A.1. Module A: conventional crime

(C1) Robbery
In the last year, did anyone use force to take something away from you that you were carrying or
wearing?

(C2) Personal theft
In the last year, did anyone steal something from you and never give it back? Things like a backpack,
money, watch, clothing, bike, stereo, or anything else?

(C3) Vandalism
In the last year, did anyone break or ruin any of your things on purpose?

(C4) Assault with weapon

Sometimes people are attacked WITH sticks, rocks, guns, knives, or other things that would hurt. In
the last year, did anyone hit or attack you on purpose WITH an object or weapon? Somewhere like: at
home, at school, at a store, in a car, on the street, or anywhere else?

(C5) Assault without weapon
In the last year, did anyone hit or attack you WITHOUT using an object or weapon?

(C6) Attempted assault
In the last year, did someone start to attack you, but for some reason, it didn’t happen? For example,
someone helped you or you got away?

(C7) Kidnapping
When a person is kidnapped, it means they were made to go somewhere, like into a car, by someone
who they thought might hurt them. In the last year, did anyone try to kidnap you?

(C8) Bias attack
In the last year, were you hit or attacked because of your skin color, religion, or where your family
comes from? Because of a physical problem you have? Or because someone said you are gay?

A.2. Module B: child maltreatment

(M1) Physical abuse by caregiver
Not including spanking on your bottom, in the last year, did a grown-up in your life hit, beat, kick, or
physically hurt you in any way?

(M2) Psychological/emotional abuse
In the last year, did you get scared or feel really bad because grown-ups in your life called you names,
said mean things to you, or said they didn’t want you?

(M3) Neglect

When someone is neglected, it means that the grown-ups in their life didn’t take care of them the way
they should. They might not get them enough food, take them to the doctor when they are sick, or
make sure they have a safe place to stay. In the last year, did you get neglected?
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(M4) Custodial interference/family abduction
Sometimes a family fights over where a child should live. In the last year, did a parent take, keep, or
hide you to stop you from being with another parent?

A.3. Module C: peer and sibling victimization

(P1) Gang or group assault
Sometimes groups of kids or gangs attack people. In the last year, did a group of kids or a gang hit,
jump, or attack you?

(P2) Peer or sibling assault

(If yes to P1, say: “Other than what you just told me about . . .”) In the last year, did any kid, even a
brother or sister, hit you? Somewhere like: at home, at school, out playing, in a store, or anywhere
else?

(P3) Nonsexual genital assault
In the last year, did any kids try to hurt your private parts on purpose by hitting or kicking you there?

(P4) Bullying
In the last year, did any kids, even a brother or sister, pick on you by chasing you or grabbing your
hair or clothes or by making you do something you didn’t want to do?

(P5) Emotional bullying
In the last year, did you get scared or feel really bad because kids were calling you hames, saying
mean things to you, or saying they didn’t want you around?

(P6) Dating violence
In the last year, did a boyfriend or girlfriend or anyone you went on a date with slap or hit you?

(P7) Stalking
In the last year, did any person make you afraid by following you, making veiled threats, calling you
repeatedly on the phone, even if the calls were hang-ups?

A.4. Module D: sexual victimizations

(S1) Sexual assault by known adult
In the last year, did a grown-up YOU KNOW touch your private parts when you didn’t want it or make
you touch their private parts? Or did a grown-up YOU KNOW force you to have sex?

(S2) Nonspecific sexual assault
In the last year, did a grown-up you did NOT KNOW touch your private parts when you didn’t want it,
make you touch their private parts or force you to have sex?

(S3) Sexual assault by peer
Now think about kids your age, like from school, a boy friend or girl friend, or even a brother or sister.
In the last year, did another child or teen make you do sexual things?

(S4) Rape: attempted or completed
In the last year, did anyone TRY to force you to have sex; that is, sexual intercourse of any kind, even
if it didn’t happen?
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(S5) Flashing/sexual exposure
In the last year, did anyone make you look at their private parts by using force or surprise, or by
“flashing” you?

(S6) Verbal sexual harassment
In the last year, did anyone hurt your feelings by saying or writing something sexual about you or your
body?

(S7) Statutory rape and sexual misconduct
In the last year, did you do sexual things with anyone 18 or older, even things you both wanted?

A.5. Module E: witnessing and indirect victimizatio n

(W1) Witness to domestic violence
In the last year, did you SEE one of your parents get hit by another parent, or their boyfriend or
girlfriend? How about slapped, punched, or beat up?

(W2) Witness to parent assault of sibling
In the last year, did you SEE your parent hit, beat, kick, or physically hurt your brothers or sisters, not
including a spanking on the bottom?

(W3) Witness to assault with weapon

In the last year, in real life, did you SEE anyone get attacked on purpose WITH a stick, rock, gun,
knife, or other thing that would hurt? Somewhere like: at home, at school, at a store, in a car, on the
street, or anywhere else?

(W4) Witness to assault without weapon
In the last year, in real life, did you SEE anyone get attacked or hit on purpose WITHOUT using a
stick, rock, gun, knife, or something that would hurt?

(W5) Burglary of family household
In the last year, did anyone steal some thing from your house that belongs to your family or someone
you live with? Things like a TV, stereo, car, or anything else?

(W6) Murder of family member or friend
When a person is murdered, it means someone killed them on purpose. In the last year, was anyone
close to you murdered, like a friend, neighbor, or someone in your family?

(W7) Witness to murder

In the last year, did you SEE someone murdered in real life? This means not on TV, video games, or
in the movies?

(W8) Exposure to random shootings, terrorism, or riots

In the last year, were you in any place in real life where you could see or hear people being shot,
bombs going off, or street riots?

(W9) Exposure to war or ethnic conflict
In the last year, were you in the middle of a war where you could hear real fighting with guns or bombs?

(Finkelhor et al. / Child Abuse & Neglect 31 (2007) 479-502 499)
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Developmental Victimization Survey Screening Questi ons

Conventional Crime Screeners
1. In the past year, did anyone use force to take something away from you that you were carrying or wearing?
(only asked of children age 6 and older.)

2. In the past year, did anyone steal something from you and never give it back? Things like a backpack,
money, watch, clothing, bike, stereo, or anything else? (Only asked of children age 6 and older.)

3. In the past year, did anyone break or ruin any of your things on purpose?

4. Sometimes people are attacked with sticks, rocks, guns, knives, or other things that would hurt. In the past
year, did anyone hit or attack you on purpose with an object or weapon? Somewhere like: at home, at school, at
a store, in a car, on the street, or anywhere else?

5. In the past year, did anyone hit or attack you without using an object or weapon?

6. In the past year, did someone start to attack you, but for some reason, it didn’t happen? For example,
someone helped you or you got away?

7. When a person is kidnapped, it means they were made to go somewhere, like into a car, by someone who
they thought might hurt them. In the past year, has anyone tried to kidnap you?

8. In the past year, have you been hit or attacked because of your skin color, religion, or where your family
comes from? Because of a physical problem you have? Or because someone said you are gay?

Child Maltreatment Screeners
9. Not including spanking on your bottom, in the past year, did a grown-up in your life hit, beat, kick, or
physically hurt you in any way?

10 In the past year (since [month] when you were [age/grade]), did you get scared or feel really bad because
grown-ups called you names, said mean things to you, or said they didn’t want you?

11. When someone is neglected, it means that the grown-ups in their life didn't take care of them the way they
should. They might not get them enough food, take them to the doctor when they are sick, or make sure they
have a safe place to stay. In the last year, did you get neglected?

12. Sometimes a family fights over where a child should live. In the past year, did a parent take, keep, or hide
you to stop you from being with another parent?

Peer and Sibling Victimization Screeners
13. Sometimes groups of kids or gangs attack people. In the past year (since [month] when you were [age/
grade]), did a group of kids or a gang hit, jump, or attack you?

14. In the past year, did any kid, even a brother or sister, hit you? Somewhere like: at home, at school, out
playing, in a store, or anywhere else?

15. In the past year, did any kids try to hurt your private parts on purpose by hitting or kicking you there?

16. In the past year, did any kids, even a brother or sister, pick on you by chasing or grabbing your hair or
clothes or by making you do something you didn’t want to do?

17. In the past year, did you get scared or feel really bad because kids were calling you names, saying mean
things to you, or saying they didn’t want you around?

18. In the past year did a boyfriend or girlfriend or anyone you went on a date with slap or hit you? (Only asked
of children age 12 and older).
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Sexual Assault Screeners
19. In the past year, did a grown-up you know touch your private parts when you didn’t want it or make you
touch their private parts? Or did a grown-up you know force you to have sex?

20. In the past year, did a grown-up you did not know touch your private parts when you didn’t want it, make you
touch their private parts or force you to have sex?

21. Now think about kids your age, like from school, a boyfriend or girlfriend, or even a brother or sister. In
the last year, did another child or teen make you do sexual things?

22. In the past year, did anyone try to force you to have sex, that is, sexual intercourse of any kind, even if it
didn’t happen?

23. In the past year, did anyone make you look at their private parts by using force or surprise, or by “flashing” you?
24. In the past year, did anyone hurt your feelings by saying or writing something sexual about you or your body?

25. In the past year, did you do sexual things with anyone age 18 or older, even things you both wanted? (Only
asked of children age 12 and older). Witnessing and Indirect Victimizations Screeners

26. In the past year, did you see one of your parents get hit by another parent, or their boyfriend or girlfriend?
How about slapped, punched, or beat up?

27. In the past year, did you see your parent hit, beat, kick, or physically hurt your brothers or sisters, not
including a spanking on the bottom?

28. In the past year, in real life, did you see anyone get attacked on purpose with a stick, rock, gun, knife, or
other thing that would hurt? Somewhere like: at home, at school, at a store, in a car, on the street, or
anywhere else?

29. In the past year, in real life, did you see anyone get attacked or hit on purpose without using a stick, rock,
gun, knife, or something that would hurt?

30. In the past year, did anyone steal something from your house that belongs to your family or someone you
live with? Things like a TV, stereo, car, or anything else?

31. When a person is murdered, it means someone killed them on purpose. In the past year, has anyone
close to you, like in your family, a friend, or neighbor, been murdered?

32. In the past year, have you seen someone murdered in real life? This means not on TV, video games, or in
the movies?

33. In the past year, have you been in a place in real life where you could see or hear people being shot,
bombs going off, or street riots?

34. In the past year, have you been in the middle of a war where you could hear real fighting with guns or
bombs?

Victimization Definitions

Physical Assaults, Bullying, and Teasing
a. Assault with weapon: Someone hit or attacked child on purpose with something that would hurt (like a stick,
rock, gun, knife or other thing).

b. Assault with injury: Someone hit or attacked child, and child was physically hurt when this happened. (Hurt
means child felt pain the next day, or had a bruise, a cut that bled, or a broken bone.) No weapon was used.

c. Assault without injury: Someone hit or attacked child, and child was not physically hurt when this happened.
No weapon was used.
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d. Attempted assault: Someone started to attack child, but for some reason it didn’t happen. No weapon was
used, and child was not physically hurt.

e. Attempted or completed kidnapping: Child was made to go, or there was an attempt to make the child go,
somewhere, like into a car, by someone who they thought might hurt them.

f. Multiple perpetrator assault: Child was attacked by more than one person, and at least one perpetrator
was a juvenile.

g. Assault by sibling: Child was attacked by a sibling.

h. Assault by nonsibling peer: Child was attacked by a peer, not including any sibling.

i. Nonsexual genital assault: A peer tried to hurt child’s private parts on purpose by hitting or kicking.

j- Dating violence: A boyfriend or girlfriend of child, or someone child went on a date with, slapped or hit child.
k. Dating violence with injury: Child suffered dating violence, and was injured.

I. Bias attack: Child was hit or attacked because of child’s skin color or religion, where the child’s family comes
from, because of child’s physical problem, or because of sexual orientation attributed to child.

m. Bullying: A peer picked on child (for example, by chasing, grabbing hair or clothes, or making child do
something he or she did not want to do).

n. Teasing or emotional bullying: Child was scared or made to feel really bad because child was harassed by a
peer (for example, by name calling, having mean things said, or being told they were unwelcome).

0. Any physical assault: Child experienced any physical assault victimization (any Iltem a through |, above, or
item aa below). Excludes bullying (Item m, above) and teasing or emotional bullying (Item n, above).

Sexual Victimizations
p. Sexual assault: Someone touched child’s private parts when unwanted, made child touch their private
parts, or forced child to have sex. Or attempted any of these acts.

g. Completed rape: Someone forced child to have sexual intercourse and put any part of their body inside child.
r. Attempted or completed rape: Someone forced, or attempted to force, child to have sexual intercourse.

s. Sexual assault by known adult: An adult the child knows touched child’s private parts, made child
touch their private parts, or forced child to have sex.

t. Sexual assault by adult stranger: An adult the child does not know touched child’s parts, made child touch
their private parts, or forced child to have sex.

u. Sexual assault by peer: A peer made child do sexual things.

v. Flashing or sexual exposure by peer: A peer made child look at their private parts by using force or surprise,
or by “flashing” child.

w. Flashing or sexual exposure by adult: An adult made child look at their private parts by using force or
surprise, or by “flashing” child.

x. Sexual harassment: Someone hurt child’s feelings by saying or writing sexual things about child or child’s
body.

y. Statutory sexual offense: For child younger than 16 years, child did sexual things with an adult (18 years
and older), even willingly.

z. Any sex victimization: Child experienced any sexual victimization (any Item p through y, above).

27



Child Maltreatment

aa. Physical abuse by caregiver: An adult in child’s life hit, beat, kicked, or physically abused child in any way.

bb. Psychological or emotional abuse: An adult made child scared or feel really bad by name calling, saying
mean things, or saying they didn’t want child.

cc. Neglect: Adults in child’s life did not take care of child the way they should (for example, by not getting
child enough food, not taking child to doctor when
sick, not making sure child had a safe place to stay).

dd. Custodial interference or family abduction: A parent took child, kept child, or hid child to prevent child from
being with another parent.

ee. Any maltreatment: Child experienced any maltreatment victimization (any Iltem aa through dd, or s, above).

Property Victimizations
ff. Robbery by nonsibling: A nonsibling (peer or adult) used force to take something away from child that child
was carrying or wearing.

0g. Robbery by sibling: A sibling (and no nonsiblings) used force to take something away from child that child
was carrying or wearing.

hh. Vandalism by nonsibling: A nonsibling (peer or adult) broke or ruined any of child’s things on purpose.
ii. Vandalism by sibling: A sibling (only) broke or ruined any of child’s things on purpose.

ji- Theft by nonsibling: A nonsibling (peer or adult) stole something from child and never gave it back.

kk. Any property victimization: Child experienced any property victimization (any Item ff through jj, above).
Witnessed and Indirect Victimizations

Il. Witness domestic violence: Child saw one parent get hit (for example, slapped, hit, punched, or beat up) by
another parent, or parent’s boyfriend or girlfriend.

mm.Witness parent assault of sibling: Child saw a parent hit, beat, kick, or physically abuse a sibling.

nn. Witness assault with weapon: Child saw (in real life) someone get attacked or hit on purpose with a stick,
rock, gun, knife, or other thing that could hurt.

00. Witness assault with no weapon: Child saw (in real life) someone get attacked or hit on purpose, with no
weapon used.

pp. Witness murder: Child saw (in real life) someone murdered.

gg. Exposure to shooting, bombs, riots: Child was in a place (in real life) where child could see or hear random
shootings, terror bombings, or riots.

rr. Exposure to war or ethnic conflict: Child was in a place (in real life) in the middle of a war where child could
hear real fighting with guns or bombs.

ss. Murder of someone close: Someone close to child (for example, family member, friend, or neighbor) was
murdered.

tt. Household theft: Someone stole something (for example, furniture, clothing, TV, stereo, car) from child’s
house that belonged to child’s family or household.

uu. Any witnessed or indirect victimization: Child experienced any witnessed or indirect victimization (any Item |l
through tt, above).
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APPENDIX C

Age Appropriate Victim Impact Statements

A Vicim'’s Right to Speak What Is a Victim Impact Statement
and How Is It Used?

SIatemenls Completing a victim impact statement is

always optional, Crime victims always have
A Nation’s Responsibility to Listen the right to decide whether an impact
statement is something they want to do.
Like adult victims, many children can understand that a victim impact statement may be
helpful to the judge when he or she decides what sentence the defendant should receive
and/or any restitution the defendant may have to pay. If the judge orders the defendant to pay
you restitution, there is no guarantee that the defendant will be able to pay the entire amount.

Victim impact statements become official court documents after it is given to the court, and
will become part of the defendant's permanent file. The judge, prosecutor and probation
officer will read the statement. In addition, prison and parole officials may read the statement
if the defendant is sentenced to a prison term. The defendant and the defendant's attorney
will also be able to read the statement.

Learning the impact of a child’s victimization may take time and patience on your part, but it is
a necessary part of a child’s process. Some simple tools can help facilitate the child’s
process.

Remember that a victim impact statement completed by a child or adolescent is not just a

piece of paper or a form to complete; it is a therapeutic process that can help both the judicial
process and the child. Think of a child’s victim impact statement as his/her trauma narrative.
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To parents: if your child is too young to read or is just learning to read, you will want to help your child fill out
the victim impact statement. when helping your child, you will want to read the directions aloud to your child, talk
about what feelings are (happy, sad, mad, scared, or any other feelings you think are appropriate), and what
your child may want to think about when they are drawing or writing on the statement. please do not tell your
child what to draw or write. This is your child's chance to tell the judge how he or she is feeling about what has
happened. if your child would rather draw a picture of a bird, a boat or write a story about bumblebees, this is
okay as well. Should your child become uncomfortable in any way while filling out the victim impact statement,
reassure your child that he or she does not have to fill out the form unless he or she wants to.
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Victim Impact Statement For Parents of Child Victim s
Name of parent or guardian
Name of child

Name of defendant

1. Has your child been emotionally affected by this crime? If yes, you may wish to discuss
how the crime may have affected your child's relationships with you, family members, and
those close to you. If your child received any form of victim services such as counseling by
either a licensed professional, member of the clergy or a community-support group, you may
wish to mention this. Please use additional paper as necessary.

2. Was your child physically injured or hurt as a result of this crime? If yes, you may wish to
write about the type of injuries your child had, what medical treatment your child received,
and how long these injuries lasted or are expected to last. Please use additional paper as
necessary.

3. Has this crime affected the way your child relates to his or her friends, either at school or in
your neighborhood? Has this crime affected your child's school work in any way? Please use
additional paper as necessary.

4. How has this crime affected you, your family and those close to your child? You may wish
to write about changes that may have occurred in your family, in your ability to perform your
work, make a living, run a household or enjoy any other activities you enjoyed before the
crime. You may also wish to include any victim services or counseling that you and those
close to your child have received. Please use additional paper as necessary.
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Victim Impact Statement for Young People

A Victim Impact Statement is a way for young pedlget their feelings down on paper in a manner
that could assist judges in imposing sentencinig.dtway for you to tell the judge in your own wsr
how you feel about what has happened. It is impottaat no one tells you what to say or how to.feel
You may prefer drawing to help explain your feefirapout what has happened. This statement will be
used primarily to inform the judge in your caset Bihe offender will be given an opportunity &ad

or see it. If you do not want to complete a statetyibat's OK. It is your choice.

Today’s Date:

What is your name?

How old are you?

If you go to school, what grade are you in?

What has changed in your life or in your family beause of what
happened to you?
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How did you feel when the abuse first happened tooy?

You may choose some feeling words to describe ydigelings. These are
examples of feeling wordsangry, lucky, sad, glad, scared, brave, happy,
confused, stupid, guilty, clean, dirty.

How do you feelnow because of what happened to you?
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If you don’t want to write or draw anything here, that's OK, it is your
choice.

Your signature: Date:
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Victim Impact Statement for Parents of Child Victims

Name of parent or guardian
Name of child

Name of Defendant

1. Has your child been emotionally affected by thisne? If yes, you may wish to discuss how
the crime may have affected your child's relatigmstith you, family members, and those
close to you. If your child received any form ofttn services such as counseling by either a
licensed professional, member of the clergy orraroanity-support group, you may wish to
mention this. Please use additional paper as nagess

2. Was your child physically injured or hurt as a tesfithis crime? If yes, you may wish to
write about the type of injuries your child had,avimedical treatment your child received, and
how long these injuries lasted or are expecteddb Please use additional paper as necessary.

3. Has this crime affected the way your child reldtehis or her friends, either at school or in
your neighborhood? Has this crime affected yould&hschool work in any way? Please use
additional paper if necessary.

4. How has this crime affected you, your family andg close to your child? You may wish to
write about changes that may have occurred in faruaily, in your ability to perform our work,
make a living, run a household or enjoy any otlutivdies you enjoyed before the crime. You
may also wish to include any victim services orresrling that you and those close to your
child have received. Please use additional papexdéssary.
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Victim Impact Statement for the School-Aged Child

What is your name?
How old are you?

What grade are you in?

1. Please write or draw anything you would like thége to know about how you feel because of
what has happened to you. You may want to writaiahoything that has changed in your life
or in your family. You can event tell a story orit@ra poem if you would like. You can add
more paper if you run out of room.

2. Please write or draw anything you want the judglentow may be different at school, in your
neighborhood or with your friends because of wieat Ilappened to you. You can add more
paper if you run out of room.
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APPENDIX D

THE NURTURING CHILDREN WHEEL

Used by permission. Safe Places: The Center for Healing and Hope
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APPENDIX E

Internet Crime

The National Youth V iolence Prevention Resource Center
Last Updated: 12/31/2003

Investigating Hate Crimes on the Interne
www.partnersagainsthate.org/publications/invesingathc.pd

This technical assistance brief provides esseinfiatmation for law enforcement office about the
growing problem of hate crimes on the Internetlelines hate crimes, describes the principal fe«
and state hate crime laws, and examines a numlzaiset. In addition, the brief outlines le
elements involved in the investigation oternet hate crimes and provides information abloa
difficulties of prosecuting such crim

Federal Partner: Office of Juvenile Justice andrielency Prevention, U.S. Department of Ju

Internet Crimes Against Children
www.ojp.usdoj.gov/ovc/publideons/bulletins/internet_2_2001/welcome.h

This Bulletin focuses attention on child victimsioferne-based crimes, highlighting the challen:
for law enforcement personnel and victim servicavjaters, examining who the child victims are, i
determning how best to respond to these victims’ needist@ needs of their familie

Federal Partner: Office for Victims of Crime, UlZepartment of Justi

Protecting Children in Cyberspace: The ICAC Task Foce Program
www.ncjrs.org/pdffiles1/ojjdp/191212df

The Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) Taskcprogram combats compt-facilitated sex
crimes against children.

Federal Partner: Office of Juvenile Justice andrielency Prevention, U.S. Department of Ju

Child Safety on the Information Highway

www.missingkids.com/en_US/publications/NCO03.

This report examines the risks teens face on tieenration highway, such as exposure
inappropriate material, arranging dangerous energnharassment, and legal or financial probl
NationalOrganization: The National Center for Missing & Eoiped Children

8\ W/ A Internet Crimes Against
@\\\? 522 ()11 5715 1~ Children )
- JOUAARAR
Preparation [2AZ - . —_— of this document was supported by the Office

for Victims of Crime, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of
Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions, and recommendations expressed in this
document are those of the author and do not necessarily represent the official position or policies of the U.S.
Department of Justice. This document was originally published in May 2001 and reprinted in December 2001
and December 2005.

For the complete document, visit:
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/ovc/publications/bulletimgernet_2 2001/welcome.ht

Children as Targets of Internet Crimes —Who Is Vulnerable?
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Criminals are using modern technology to prey on innocent victims. Computers and the Internet have made the
predator’s job easier. Historically, child predators found their victims in public places where children tend to
gather—schoolyards, playgrounds, and shopping malls. Today, with so many children online, the Internet
provides predators a new place—cyberspace—to target children for criminal acts. This approach eliminates
many of the risks predators face when making contact in person.

Traditionally, both intrafamilial offenders and strangers have found that young children and teenagers are
perfect targets for criminal acts because they are often trusting, naive, curious, adventuresome, and eager for
attention and affection. However, the most attractive factor to predators is that children and teenagers
historically have not been viewed as credible witnesses. Today, the danger to children is even greater because
the Internet provides predators anonymity. Whether the victimization occurs in person or over the Internet, the
process is the same—the perpetrator uses information to target a child victim. For example, the predator may
initiate an online friendship with a young person, sharing hobbies and interests. This may lead to the exchange
of gifts and pictures. Just like the traditional predator who targets children in person, the online predator usually
is willing to spend considerable time befriending and grooming a child. The predator wants to build the child’'s
trust, which will allow the predator to get what he or she ultimately wants from the child.

Although no family is immune to the possibility that their child may be exploited and harassed on the Internet, a
few factors make some children more vulnerable than others. Older children tend to be at greater risk because
they often use the computer unsupervised and are more likely to engage in online discussions of a personal
nature. Some victims become unwitting participants as they actively participate in chat rooms, trade e-malil
messages, and send pictures online. Troubled or rebellious teens who are seeking emancipation from parental
authority can be susceptible to Internet predators. The risk of victimization is greater for emotionally vulnerable
youth who may be dealing with issues of sexual identity. These young people may be willing to engage in
conversation that is both titillating and exciting but appears innocent and harmless. Unfortunately, Internet
interactions that initially appear innocent can gradually lead to sexually explicit conduct.2

Unigue Characteristics of Cybercrimes

Several characteristics distinguish Internet crimes from other crimes committed against children:

Physical contact between the child and the perpetra  tor does not need to occur for a child to become a
victim or for a crime to be committed. Innocent pictures or images of children can be digitally transformed
into pornographic material and distributed across the Internet without the victims’ knowledge.

The Internet provides a source for repeated, long-t  erm victimization of a child that can last for year s,
often without the victim’s knowledge. Once a child’s picture is displayed on the Internet, it can remain there
forever. Images can stay on the Internet indefinitely without damage to the quality of the image.

These crimes transcend jurisdictional boundaries, o ften involving multiple victims from different
communities, states, and countries.  The geographic location of a child is not a primary concern for
perpetrators who target victims over the Internet. Often, perpetrators travel hundreds of miles to different states
and countries to engage in sexual acts with children they met over the Internet. Many of these cases involve
local, state, federal, and international law enforcement entities in multiple jurisdictions.

Many victims of Internet crimes do not disclose the ir victimization or even realize that they have bee n
victims of a crime. Whereas children who experience physical or sexual abuse may disclose the abuse to a
friend, teacher, or parent, many victims of Internet crimes remain anonymous until pictures or images are
discovered by law enforcement during an investigation. The presumed anonymity of Internet activities often
provides a false sense of security and secrecy for both the perpetrator and the victim.
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Types of Internet Victimization

Internet crimes are often thought of as victimless. Nothing could be further from the truth. Children and
teenagers can and do become victims of Internet crimes. Predators contact teenagers and children over the
Internet and victimize them by

Enticing them through online contact for the purpose of engaging them in sexual acts.
Using the Internet for the production, manufacture, and distribution of child pornography.
Using the Internet to expose youth to child pornography and encourage them to exchange pornography.

Enticing and exploiting children for the purpose of sexual tourism (travel with the intent to engage in
sexual behavior) for commercial gain
and/or personal gratification.

Youth Internet Safety Survey

Although it was clear that young people are using the Internet in ever-increasing numbers, no research existed
on how many youth encounter unwanted sexual solicitations and exposure to sexual material and harassment
online. To obtain a clearer picture of the scope of the problem, the National Center for Missing & Exploited
Children (NCMEC) provided funding to Dr. David Finkelhor, Director of the Crimes Against Children Research
Center at the University of New Hampshire, to conduct a research survey in 1999 on Internet victimization of
youth. His research provides the best profile of this problem to date.

Crimes Against Children Research Center staff interviewed a nationally representative sample of 1,501 youth,
aged 10 to 17, who used the Internet regularly. “Regular use” was defined as using the Internet at least once a
month for the past 6 months on a computer at home, at school, in a library, at someone else’s home, or in some
other place.

Survey Areas
The survey looked at four types of online victimization of youth, which Finkelhor* defined as

Sexual solicitation and approaches: Requests to engage in sexual activities or sexual talk or to give
personal sexual information that were unwanted or, whether wanted or not, made by an adult.

Aggressive sexual solicitation: Sexual solicitations involving offline contact with the perpetrator through
mail, by telephone, or in person, or attempts or requests for offline contact.

Unwanted exposure to sexual material: When online, opening e-mail, or opening e-mail links, and not
seeking or expecting sexual material, being exposed to pictures of naked people or people having sex.

Harassment: Threats or other offensive content (not sexual solicitation) sent online to the youth or
posted online for others to see.

The survey also explored Internet safety practices used by youth and their families, what factors may put some
youth more at risk for victimization than others, and the families’ knowledge of how to report online solicitations
and harassment.

Statistical Findings
The survey results offered the following statistical highlights:®

One in 5 youth received a sexual approach or solicitation over the Internet in the past year.
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One in 33 youth received an aggressive sexual solicitation in the past year. This means a predator
asked a young person to meet somewhere, called a young person on the phone, and/or sent the young
person correspondence, money, or gifts through the U.S. Postal Service.

One in 4 youth had an unwanted exposure in the past year to pictures of naked people or people having
sex.

One in 17 youth was threatened or harassed in the past year.

Most young people who reported these incidents were not very disturbed about them, but a few found
them distressing.

Only a fraction of all episodes was reported to authorities such as the police, an Internet service
provider, or a hotline.

About 25 percent of the youth who encountered a sexual approach or solicitation told a parent. AlImost
40 percent of those reporting an unwanted exposure to sexual material told a parent.

Only 17 percent of youth and 11 percent of parents could name a specific authority, such as the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI), CyberTipline, or an Internet service provider, to which they could report an
Internet crime, although more indicated they were vaguely aware of such authorities.

In households with home Internet access, one-third of parents said they had filtering or blocking
software on their computers.

Other Findings

The survey results confirm what is already known: although the Internet is a wonderfully fun and educational
tool, it can also be very dangerous. According to the survey, one in five youth who regularly use the Internet
received sexual solicitations or approaches during a 1-year period. The survey also found that offenses and
offenders are more diverse than previously thought. In addition to pedophiles, other predators use the Internet.
Nearly half (48 percent) of the offenders were other youth, and one-fourth of the aggressive episodes were
initiated by females. Further, 77 percent of targeted youth were age 14 or older—not an age characteristically
targeted by pedophiles. Although the youth stopped most solicitations by leaving the Web site, logging off, or
blocking the sender, the survey confirmed current thinking that some youth are particularly vulnerable to online
advances.

Most youth reported not being distressed by sexual exposures online. However, a significant 23 percent
reported being very or extremely upset, 20 percent reported being very or extremely embarrassed, and 20
percent reported at least one symptom of stress. These findings point to the need for more research on the
effects on youth of unwanted exposure to sexual materials and the indicators of potentially exploitative adult-
youth relationships.

The large number of solicitations that went unreported by youth and families was of particular interest. This
underreporting is attributed to feelings of embarrassment or guilt, ignorance that the incident was a reportable
act, ignorance of how to report it, and perhaps resignation to a certain level of inappropriate behavior in the
world.

Possibly due to the nature and small sample size of the survey, there were no reported incidences of traveler
cases.t The survey also revealed no incidences of completed Internet seduction or sexual exploitation, including
trafficking of child pornography. Despite the findings of this survey, law enforcement agencies report increasing
incidents of Internet crimes against children.
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