Core Course Assessment Progress Report Cover Sheet:

Course Title & Number:  Introduction to Visual Arts, ARHA 2200 

For Academic Year:
2005-2006
(Date submitted to review committee:  27 September 2006  By:  Floyd Martin)

Overall Rating:__________________________________

Respond to all six parts following the “Core Course Assessment Progress Report Instructions.”  (NOTE:  Parts 1 through 4 can be copied from the relevant sections of your assessment plan.)  Attach additional pages as needed.
(1)  Student learning goal(s) addressed this year: 

Measure students’ ability to write a formal analysis of a work of visual art at the Arkansas Arts Center.  This was the fourth year of this type of assessment

Measure students’ ability to identify cultural/historical periods of works of visual art.  This was the first year pilot project to try a different type of assessment.

(2)  Learning outcomes/objectives for those goals addressed this year:   

All of the course’s learning objectives were addressed in some form this year.

Objective 1:
Formal Analysis (Describe, Analyze, Interpret)

1.1
Identify and describe the art form, medium or materials of a work of art (e.g. oil painting, bronze sculpture, lithograph)

1.2
Analyze the use of art elements and design principles used in the work of art (e.g. use of line, color, balance)

1.3.
Discuss the meaning of the work by interpreting the artist’s use of materials, elements, principles of design, and images.

Objective 2:
Cultural and Historical Contexts (Differentiate works of art from various periods and cultures)

2.1
Students will differentiate and analyze art works by discussing the stylistic characteristics which are characteristic of a period or culture.

2.2
Students will identify and analyze art works by discussing the use of symbols and images which are characteristic of a period or culture.

(3) Activities where assessed:

A sampling of students’ formal analysis papers on works of art at the Arkansas Arts Center were assessed using a rubric developed over the last several years.  All sections of the course were represented in the sampling.  This was the fourth year such an analysis has been done.

A pilot project using five identical questions embedded in the spring 2006 final exam was used for the first time to see if students could correctly identify the culture/historical period of the five works of art.

(4)  Methods used:
Formal Analysis Papers

For 2005-2006 student formal analysis essays about works of art at the Arkansas Arts Center were assessed.  In addition, data was collected about student visits to art galleries and museums.

· All Art 2200 instructors assigned a “Formal Analysis” paper on a work of art that the student viewed at the Arkansas Arts Center.  Students could choose what to write about, in most cases from a list of approved works.

· Instructors had students use the departmental “Guidelines for Analysis of Art.”  These are posted on the Art department website.  Some instructors had a few additional requirements, but there was consistency in instructions about the analysis of art.

· A sampling of papers, representing every section taught Fall 2005, was evaluated by a faculty team in spring 2006.  The faculty team was three full-time and two part-time faculty members.

· All five evaluators read three papers, evaluated them individually, and then discussed them, to insure inter-rater reliability.  Then one team of one full-time and one part-time faculty evaluated ten papers, and another similar team evaluated ten other papers.  In cases where the team members evaluations were more than 2 points different (out of 18), then a third (full-time) faculty member also read the paper.
· Attachment 1 (“Formal Analysis Traits for Assessment”) shows the rubric used when assessing the sample papers.

· Attachment 2 (“Formal Analysis Traits for Assessment Related to Course Learning Objectives”) shows how the traits relate to the Course Learning Objectives.

· Brief surveys were taken at the beginning and end of the fall semester to see how many students had visited the UALR Galleries, the Arkansas Arts Center, or other museums within the last four months.  See Attachments 5 and 6.
Identification of Cultural/Historical Periods

· Full- and part-time faculty during the spring 2006 semester developed a list of works of art that students might reasonably be able to identify by culture (such as African, Asian, etc.) or historical period (Ancient, Renaissance, etc.).

· Five multiple choice questions were developed and every instructor included these questions on the final exam for the spring semester.  Each instructor decided how to count the question on the final exam; some used it as extra credit.  Attachment 7 shows the names of the works, the multiple-choice questions, and the results, tallied at the end of the semester.

(5) What are the assessment findings? How did you analyze them?
Formal Analysis Papers

· 23 sampled papers were read.  The average assessment score using the rubric was 15.0 out of a possible 18.0.  91% of the papers were rated “adequate” or better.  48% were rated “good” or better.

· A desirable outcome is that 70% of papers be at “adequate” or better, so this shows the faculty is doing an excellent job, especially since 84% of the students had never been to the UALR Galleries or Arkansas Arts Center in the four months prior to the class (see below).

· Attachment 3 (“Percent of Papers Rated Adequate or Better by Trait”) shows the percentage of points for each trait on the assessment rubric.  Points are also compared to the numbers from the last three years.

· The strongest traits are #1 (Objective Information), #2 (Brief Description) and #4 (Art Elements).  Art Elements are perhaps the most important part of the class, so it is a reflection of excellent teaching that students are able to use these terms and concepts when writing their papers.

· Attachment 4 (“Assessment Average by Trait”) shows individual scores for each trait of each paper.
· Attachment 5 shows the survey forms used at the beginning and end of the Fall 2005 semester to determine museum attendance, and, at the beginning, the academic preparation of students for this particular college course.
· Attachment 6 (“Gallery and Museum Attendance Survey Results”) shows the results of the gallery attendance survey.  Student visits to museums and galleries increased because of the course.  By the end of the semester 68% of the sampled students had been to the UALR Galleries and 99% to the Arkansas Arts Center, compared with 8% and 8% at the beginning.

· Attachment 6 also shows that 11% of the students had never had Comp I (even though it is a recommended pre-requisite), and that 17% were in their first semester.  These numbers point out larger problems that are beyond the control of faculty in this department, but which affect the teaching of ARHA 2200:  a significant number of students are unfamiliar with the rigor of a college course, and a significant number do not possess organizational skills needed for written communication.

(6) What conclusions were drawn and what decisions were made as a result? How were stakeholder groups involved?
Formal Analysis
The assessment data indicate that faculty are doing a good job of teaching the basic elements of art and principles of design, and that students are able to use this information in writing a formal analysis paper.  The faculty continue to feel that this is one of the most important parts of the ARHA 2200 course, so it will continue.  The faculty also felt continuing to assess this will underscore its importance.
Identification of Period/Culture

The pilot project was reviewed and a more formal assessment exercise is planned for fall 2006, which will include a set of common multiple-choice questions to be used on final exams for all questions.  Data from the spring indicated that faculty need to include more examples of medieval and of non-western art in the class; and need to be clearer about period styles and labels.

Stakeholder groups

The full-time faculty continue to conduct end-of-semester meetings with part-time faculty, and to use part-time faculty in the assessment process.  This has helped maintain consistency in sections and helped part-time faculty understand how items they are asked to collect fit in to the larger assessment picture.  The faculty continue to work with staff of the Arkansas Arts Center in designing the formal analysis paper assignment.

Attachment 1
University of Arkansas at Little Rock

Department of Art

Paper # ___________________


Reviewer: ____________________








Date:
_______________________

Formal Analysis Traits for Assessment

(Revised 2/04)

	Trait / Assessment Quality
	None

Not Present

0
	Adequate

Mentions some traits

1
	Good

Discusses some traits

2
	Strong

Discusses traits well

3

	1.
Objective information:

creator (artist/culture/period); date; medium; size; exhibition/museum/collection
	
	
	
	

	2.
Brief, overall description

identifiable subject matter or forms;

setting or space; color; medium
	
	
	
	

	3.
Special Properties of medium and artist’s use of medium


	
	
	
	

	4.
Art elements that are most significant for work:  line; shape or mass; light/value; colors; texture; space; time & motion 


	
	
	
	

	5.
Composition or Design

Principles most significant for work:  unity/variety; balance; emphasis; focal point; scale & proportion 


	
	
	
	

	6.
Relationship between elements, design, and meaning or content


	
	
	
	

	7.
Mechanics of writing:

complete sentences, grammar, punctuation, spelling and word choice 
	
	
	
	

	8.
Meaningful organization of content
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Attachment 1 continued

University of Arkansas at Little Rock

Department of Art

Formal Analysis Traits for Assessment

(Revised 2/04)

Notes for Reviewers:

Categories:  For “adequate” the phrase “mentions some traits” should be interpreted literally; even if there are errors, if the student mentions a trait, check this box.  Similarly for “good” the phrase “discusses some traits” should be interpreted literally.  Check this box if there is any discussion at all.  Check “strong” if there are no errors in a better than adequate discussion.

Trait 1 – Medium

This is a mention of the medium, not a discussion of it.

Trait 1 – Culture

This means a cultural label if the artist is unknown; it does not mean showing awareness of a period or movement for a named artist.

Trait 3 –Medium

This means a discussion of the medium.  If only mentioned, it is noted in Trait 1, but for Trait 3 the “none” box is used.

Traits 7 and 8 – Mechanics and Organization

For these traits, the judging criteria is slightly different.  “Strong” suggests no more than 1 or 2 errors in grammar, and none in organization.  “Good” suggests what one might grade “B” and “Adequate” might be graded “C.”

Attachment 2
Formal Analysis Traits for Assessment

Related to Course Learning Objectives

	Trait / Assessment Quality
	
	Course Learning Objective

	1.
Objective information:

creator (artist/culture/period); date; medium; size; exhibition/museum/collection
	
	1.1

	2.
Brief, overall description

identifiable subject matter or forms;

setting or space; color; medium
	
	1.1

	3.
Special Properties of medium and artist’s use of medium


	
	1.1

	4.
Art elements that are most significant for work:  line; shape or mass; light/value; colors; texture; space; time & motion 


	
	1.2

	5.
Composition or Design

Principles most significant for work:  unity/variety; balance; emphasis; focal point; scale & proportion 


	
	1.2

	6.
Relationship between elements, design, and meaning or content


	
	1.3

	7.
Mechanics of writing:

complete sentences, grammar, punctuation, spelling and word choice 
	
	1.3

	8.
Meaningful organization of content
	
	1.3

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Attachment 3
Percent of Papers Rated “Adequate” (1) or Better by Trait

	
	This year

2005-2006
	2004-2005
	2003-2004
	2002-2003

	Trait
	
	
	
	

	1. Objective Information:  Creator; date; size, exhibition or collection
	100%
	96%
	100%
	96%

	2.  Brief, Overall description; identifiable subject matter or forms; setting or space; color; medium
	96%
	96%
	92%
	85%

	3.  Special properties of medium and artist’s use of medium
	83%
	52%
	33%
	77%

	4.  Art elements that are most significant:  line, shape or mass, color, light/value, texture, space, time and motion
	91%
	100%
	88%
	91%

	5.  Composition or Design:  Principles most significant for work:  unity and variety; balance; emphasis; scale and proportion
	74%
	70%
	72%
	74%

	6.  Relationship between elements, design, and meaning or content
	78%
	83%
	72%
	79%

	7.  Mechanics of writing:  complete sentences, grammar, punctuation, spelling and word choice
	90%
	96%
	100%
	86%

	8.  Meaningful organization of content
	78%
	91%
	95%
	68%


Attachment 4

Assessment Averages by Trait

	Assessment Averages by Trait
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Paper#
	Trait 1
	Trait 2
	Trait 3
	Trait 4
	Trait 5
	Trait 6
	Trait 7
	Trait 8

	A1009
	2.2
	3
	1.6
	1.2
	0.6
	1
	1.6
	1.2

	A4467
	3
	3
	3
	3
	2.8
	2.6
	2.8
	2.4

	A1163
	3
	2.4
	0.2
	2.6
	2.4
	2.8
	2
	1.8

	B3315
	1.2
	0.4
	0
	0.8
	0.8
	0.4
	0.8
	0.6

	B5267
	1
	0.5
	0
	0.8
	0.8
	0.4
	0.8
	0.6

	B2791
	2.5
	2.5
	1.5
	2
	1.5
	1.5
	1.5
	1

	B5479
	2
	2
	2
	1
	1
	1
	2
	1

	B6733
	3
	2
	0
	2.5
	2
	0
	2
	1.5

	B6752
	1.5
	1
	0.5
	0.5
	0.5
	0
	1
	0.5

	B3789
	3
	1.5
	2
	2.5
	3
	1.5
	3
	2.5

	B5510
	3
	2
	1
	2.5
	1
	1.5
	0.5
	0.5

	B7900
	2.5
	2
	1.5
	1
	0.5
	0.5
	1
	1

	B7358
	3
	3
	2.5
	2.5
	3
	2.5
	3
	2.5

	C5120
	3
	1.7
	1.7
	1
	0.7
	1.3
	1.3
	1.3

	C9117
	3
	1.3
	1.3
	2
	1.3
	2
	2.7
	2.3

	C7092
	3
	0
	2.5
	1.5
	1
	1.5
	1.5
	1

	C6892
	3
	3
	2.7
	3
	2
	2.3
	2.7
	2

	C1040
	3
	3
	3
	3
	3
	2.5
	3
	2.5

	C1752
	3
	2.7
	2
	2.3
	2.3
	2
	2.3
	2

	C1056
	3
	3
	1
	2
	1.3
	2.7
	1.7
	1.3

	C8397
	3
	3
	3
	3
	1
	3
	2
	2.5

	C8341
	3
	1
	2.3
	1
	0.3
	2.3
	2
	0.7

	C2165
	3
	2.5
	0.5
	2
	2
	2
	2.5
	2

	Average
	2.6
	2.0
	1.6
	1.9
	1.5
	1.6
	1.9
	1.5


Attachment 5
Art Core Assessment

Survey of Student Experiences

Fall 2005 – Beginning of Semester

Please conduct this survey near the beginning of the semester.

Section #
_____________________

Instructor
_____________________

Date

_____________________

Total Students Present

_________

Number who have been to an exhibit at the UALR Galleries during the last 4 months before the beginning of the semester.






_________

Number who have been to an exhibit at the Arkansas Arts Center Galleries during the last 4 months before the beginning of the semester.






_________

Number who have been to an exhibit at any other major art museum during the last 4 months before the beginning of the semester.





_________

Number of Students who have had Rhetoric 1311 (Comp I) at UALR






_________

Number of Students who have had Comp I somewhere else






_________

Number who have not had Comp I (even though it is a suggested prerequisite for ARHA 2200)
_________

Number of students who are in their first semester at UALR






_________

Number of students who have completed at least two semesters at UALR



_________

Attachment 5 continued
Art Core Assessment

Survey of Student Experiences

Fall 2005 – End of Semester

Please conduct this survey near within the last two weeks of the semester.

Section #
_____________________

Instructor
_____________________

Date

_____________________

Total Students Present

_________

Number who have been to an exhibit at the UALR Galleries during this semester






_________

Number who have been to an exhibit at the Arkansas Arts Center Galleries during this semester






_________

Number who have been to an exhibit at any other major art museum during the semester





_________

Attachment 6
Gallery and Museum Attendance Survey Results
	Beginning of Semester 
	Fall 2005
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Number of students
	 UALR Galleries
	 AAC
	 Other museum

	440
	33 (8%)
	37 (8%)
	42 (10%)

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Comp I at UALR
	Comp I other
	No Comp I
	 

	269 (61%)
	129 (29%)
	50 (11%)
	 

	 
	 
	
	 

	In first semester
	 2+ semesters at UALR
	 
	

	73 (17%)
	246 (56%)
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	End of Semester
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Number of Students
	UALR Galleries
	AAC
	Other museum

	274
	187 (68%)
	272 (99%)
	21 (8%)


Attachment 7
Pilot Project for Identification of Periods/Cultures

Spring 2006

Five works of art will be shown for 30 second each.  Select the best answer that describes the culture or historical period of the work shown.

1.  Work #1 [Picasso, Demoiselles d’Avignon; correct answer is e]

a.
Ancient or Classical


b.
Renaissance


c.
Romanticism



d.
19th Century Realism


e.
20th Century Modernism/Cubism


2.  Work #2 [Parthenon; correct answer is a]

a.
Ancient or Classical


b.
Renaissance


c.
Romanticism



d.
19th Century Realism


e.
20th Century Modernism/Cubism


3.  Work #3 [Manet, Luncheon on the Grass; correct answer is d]

a.
Ancient or Classical


b.
Renaissance


c.
Romanticism



d.
19th Century Realism


e.
20th Century Modernism/Cubism


4.  Work #4 [Gericault, Raft of the Medusa; correct answer is c]

a.
Ancient or Classical


b.
Renaissance


c.
Romanticism



d.
19th Century Realism


e.
20th Century Modernism/Cubism


5.  Work #5 [Li Cheng, Solitary Temple; correct answer is c]

a.
African



b.
European Renaissance


c.
Chinese



d.
Egyptian


e.
20th Century Modernism/Cubism


Total Number of Responses = 211

	Question Number
	Number Correct
	Percentage Correct

	1
	177
	84%

	2
	169
	80%

	3
	119
	56%

	4
	125
	59%

	5
	168
	80%


(5/10/06:LM)
- 5 -

