An Inter/Intradisciplanary Unit

Of Study on Mexico and the Arts:

Muralists for the Masses

Overview

Objective: At the end of this unit, students will have encountered a full range of Mexican history, artists, and techniques as well as what it takes to actually research, plan, design, execute, and critique a mural of their own.

Process: Students are going to participate in a series of I-searches that will hopefully give each of them some of the necessary background to understand the feelings that drove the 3 primary muralists during post-Revolution Mexico. They will also be exposed to a review of the technical methods necessary to plan, design, and construct a mural.

Product: (what will be graded) Students will, as a class, present a completed mural for self-critique and judgement by the Maestra Artista (art teacher). Their I-searches will be judged according to rubrics based on criteria agreed upon previous to the project. After all, it is only fair for everyone to know the rules.

Goal I: All students will learn as much as possible about the methods and techniques used my early muralists.

Goal II. Students will better understand the history, culture, lifestyle, and geography of Mexico. That each of these has a broad impact on every individual and should be studied from a regional perspective.  

Goal III. Students will understand the concept of cause and effect as it applies to the history of Mexico, specifically to the relationship of the political structure and the common man.

Goal IV. Students will learn to appreciate that all art is not of a cookie cutter variety and is to be appreciated by each individual given his/her particular set of values.

World Geography

Central Focus: Latin America

Specific Country: Mexico, History and Influence of Art

Specific Lesson: 3 primary Muralists of post-Revolutionary Mexico

                           Diego Rivera

                           Jose Clemente Orozco

                           David Siqueiros

Objective: Students will gain an understanding of the three major cultures

                  that influenced the history of Mexico. They will need to also

                  review the works of the principle muralists. 

Students will:

· Read applicable information to build suitable knowledge base.

· 7th grade geography text

· Essay on Mexican Muralists (see attached)

· Art & Man, Scholastic Art (or similar periodical)

· Encyclopedia

· Internet

· Library references

· In groups of four, they will brainstorm as many types of art as they can think of. (remember, there are no incorrect answers)

· Teams of two will search for examples of work by Orozco, Rivera, and Siqueiros.

Follow up by having students complete Venn diagrams on two of three of the artists featuring their similarities and differences.

Then share these with the class using a larger version of the diagram to model the types of responses possible.

Follow up by having students write comparison/contrast essays based on the information they have compiled.

H.O.T.S. (higher order thinking skills)

As part of they collaborative art project these students are involved in, they will be given a central theme by the Art Teacher that fits within the Academy and the lesson. They will then research information to be used in the planning of a class mural in Art class down the hall. 


The evaluation will take place through the Art Dept. and will be a shared grade. 

Art Class

The Muralists of Post Revolutionary Mexico

Objective: Students will become familiar with and learn to pick out

                  similarities and differences in the works of the 3 primary

                 muralists of studied in the Geography classes.

                  They will also learn the 5 stages involved in the mural process. 

1. Research

2. Planning

3. Design

4. Execution

5. Critique

Students will become familiar with the meaning of line, texture, shape, color, value, and form through the study of these muralists. 

Subject to written & verbal assessment  

Comprehension is to be measured through the use of local examples of murals as compared to those studied.

Application/Analysis/Synthesis : Students will construct a mural. Finished product could be a permanent displayed product or a short-term exercise.


Suggested Medium choices:

· Tile

· Paint

· Pastels

· Card stock pieces

· Seeds/beans

· Recycled materials

· Other plentiful materials supplied by teacher or students


Students will be grouped by interest and ability. They will:

1. Brainstorm ideas

2. Divide ideas into manageable sections

3. Subdivide groups by sections

4. Each section is to be sketched for approval

5. Teacher aides in seg-way from section to section.

6. Enlarge and draw on final surface using grid system. (math connection) 

7. Each group starts painting or installing tiles.

8. Teacher is to monitor each work in progress.

9. Teacher evaluates participation/cooperation as he/she monitors.

The final result of this project is projected to be a mural that adorns the hall or art room of the your school.

iSalud!
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