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                           Unit Title:  The Mexican Bubble in Arkansas











Unit Objective: Strand 2, Arkansas S.S. Frameworks:  Students will understand that people, cultures, language, and systems are connected and that commonalities and diversity exist among them.






















































































Bringing Mexico to Arkansas Schools


Lesson Plan #1





Title of Lesson:     Mexican Educational System vs. American Educational        


 Systems





Grade level:   6th Grade





Subject Area Covered:   Language Arts





Description:	This lesson compares the Mexican educational system with the American educational system.   


		  Frameworks:  Reading 1.2. 1.3, 1.11


				    Writing 1.2





Objectives:   Students will complete a Venn diagram after learning informa-


		 tion about the Mexican educational system.  Students will also


		 write a compare/contrast essay on the information discussed in 


		 the lesson.  





Procedure:    The lesson will begin with an attention getter:  giving statistics


		 About Mexico’s low literacy rate, dropout rate, etc.


 I will then share some information that I obtained during my trip to Mexico regarding the Mexican educational system, their classes, their dress, expectations, what their school day is like, etc.  Students will take notes during the discussion.  I have several Hispanic students in my classes this year.  I will invite them to share information as well.  The class will also share some American educational system data and how it is alike or different from Mexico’s.   After the discussion, students will disperse into groups to make a Venn diagram.  They will present them to the class.  The culminating activity will be for the students to write a 5-paragraph essay comparing/contrasting the Mexican and American educational system using the format that has already been taught. 





Assessment: Assessment is of the understanding of the lesson through           


 examination of the completed Venn diagrams and the essays


 written by them.








		“Bringing Mexico to Arkansas Schools”


Lesson Plan # 2 and 3 (2 day lesson)








Title:			Learning Spanish Words/Phrases





Grade level:		6th Grade





Subject Area:	Language/Writing/Communication





Description: 	This lesson will teach the students some basic Spanish language in order to broaden the communication skills with Hispanics.





Objectives:	In order for American students to communicate better with Hispanic students, the class will learn some basic Spanish words/phrases.  They will also write letters to Guadalajara Junior High School students inquiring about being international pen pals.


 Frameworks Writing 1.2, 1.3, 2.4 


	Frameworks Reading  1.14, 2.6





Procedure:		Before teaching the lesson, I will construct a 


mini-Spanish phrase book for the students.  Explanation of the Spanish pronunciation guide is a must to begin with.  The lesson will begin with some simple Spanish words (greetings, essential words, etc.) Students will write these words down as I write them on the board.  (Hopefully, I will have assistance by my Hispanic students in the classroom)  Students will also repeat the word/phrase to be learned.  This will be followed by some helpful Spanish phrases using the same format as before.





Remember…this lesson is a two day lesson.  There is too much information for the students to learn in only one day.  Students will be given a quiz over the Spanish words/ phrases at the end of the second day that has been learned over the last two days.


As a culminating activity, the students will break into groups and write a letter (in Spanish) to students at Guadalajara Junior High School that I visited in June asking the students if they would be interested in becoming international pen pals.  (They will use the phrases learned and other helpful phrases in their mini-phrase book to complete their letters)  I will write a cover letter to the junior high school teacher explaining our assignment.








Assessment:           Assessment will be measured by the examination of their 


 group letters (one student in the group must write the


 same letter in English) and the outcome of their tests


 taken.


		










































































Bringing Mexico to Arkansas Schools


Lesson Plan #3








Title of Lesson:	Family Roles and Responsibilities





Grade Level:    	6th Grade





Subject Area Covered: Language Arts





Description:		Students will be comparing roles and responsibilities of Mexican family members with American family members





Objectives:		Students will learn about the roles and responsibilities of members of a Mexican family.  


			Frameworks:Writing 1.2, 1.3,		


			 		Reading 1.11





Procedure:		We will first do a KWL graphic organizer chart on the board with the students copying the chart on their paper.  The lesson will begin by me reading a segment in The Mexicans-A Personal Portrait of a People, by Patrick Oster, regarding the roles and responsibilities of Mexican family members.  


I will then share information on this topic that I have learned from my visit in Guadalajara.  My Hispanic students will assist me.  Students will be encouraged to share their thoughts about this information learned.   The class will take notes during this discussion.  As a culminating activity, the students will write a persuasive essay trying to persuade others to live or not live in Mexico (by including the advantages or disadvantages).  Students know how to set up an essay.  They will use that format. 


 		


ASSESSMENT:	Assessment will be measured by the examination of the students’ persuasive essays and by the discussion questions during the lesson.


