       Bringing Mexico to Arkansas

“Using Legends and Myths to Help Students Make Personal Connections to Literature”

Norma Williams

Language Arts/Grades 7-8

Objectives:

1. Compare/contrast myths and folktales.

2. Use a KWL chart to access prior knowledge.

3. Create personal stories from students’ experiences

4. Make inferences and draw conclusions

Frameworks:

        W.1.3. Write to reflect personal, multicultural and universal ideas. 

         R.1.11. Apply literal and inferential comprehension strategies to analyze a variety 

                      of genres from diverse cultures and time periods. 

         R. 1.16. Evaluate and react critically to what has been read.

         R. 1.8. Employ background knowledge to aid in reading and writing, 

                     comprehension, problem-solving strategies, and critical thinking.

Lesson Plans:

1. Define myths and folktales.

Folktales, which include tall tales, fairy tales, fables, and legends, obey universal laws and structures and often contain a moral or ethical lesson.  Myths are traditional stories of a people. Myths are generally concerned with the same themes and motifs regardless of culture, for example, creation, the gods, the adventures of heroes, and the origin of natural phenomena.

2. Using a T-chart, ask students to list their favorite folktales and myths. Then divide the students into small groups and have them make a Venn diagram on their paper.  Story 1 must be an example story of a myth; story 2 must be an example story of a folktale. The middle part of the diagram will be shared features. Ask for

            volunteers to present their diagrams to the class.

3. Discuss how myths and legends around the world are alike and different.

4. Pair the students in A-B groups. Group A will read “The Souls in Purgatory,”

a Mexican folktale; Group B will read “The Legend of the Hummingbird;” a

story from Puerto Rico. As students read silently, they will respond in their

journals as to how the details of their stories classify them as either a legend or folktale. In addition, students will name at least two other stories that resemble

            theirs. For example, “The Souls in Purgatory” is similar to “Rumplestilskein”

and “Cinderella”. “The Legend of the Hummingbird” is similar to the ill-fated

love of Romeo and Juliet. Have pairs compare notes as they summarize stories.

5. Finally, form groups of five or six students. Then draw a family tree of the members of the group. Write the name of each person in a different box to represent each generation. Then let the person whose name is at the top of the tree write a short story of no more than five or six sentences on a sheet of paper.  The writer should then whisper the story to the person who represents the next generation. Take turns “handing down” this story in a whisper to only one person at a time. Let the person who represents the most recent generation write the story on a sheet of paper.  Now compare the first with the most recent version of the story. What features of the original survived?

Assessment:

         Have students write a short essay explaining why they think myths and folktales should be passed down from generation to generation. Give extra points if students can

create specific examples of how a myth or folktale could originate from something that has happened to them.

Resources:

    Tales from Here and There, a teacher’s planning guide. D.C. Heath and Company.

Lexington, Massachusetts, 1995.

    Once Upon a Folktale: Capturing the Folklore Process with Children.  Gloria T. Blatt,

Editor. Teachers College Press. 1983.

