         CHINESE INVENTIONS
Overview:  China is a country with a rich heritage of science and technology. Chinese inventiveness has produced some of the world’s most important discoveries.   Students will research and study these inventions and report about how they are used by the world.

Objectives:  Students will study ways in which societies have changed and interacted over time.  They will organize events through chronologies, and evaluate cause- and-effect relationships among those events.   Students will learn who invented paper, ink, clocks, compass, ship rudders, gunpowder, umbrellas, and silk.

History Standards:  History organizes events and phenomena in terms of when they occur.  Students will employ chronological concepts in analyzing historical phenomena.

Pre and Post test:  Students will list all the Chinese have invented.

Time:  Depending on whether done in groups or individually.  Ten class periods.

Activites:

1. Students will draw a time line showing inventions and label the pictures and describe how each one was used.

2. Students will research the history of printing. Half the class will study the Western history of printing and the other half the Eastern history of printing.  Reports will be given and ask for conclusions.  

3. Students will use a papermaking kit and learn how to make paper from pulp.

4. Students will study how gunpowder was invented and how it works.  They will reports on fireworks as if they were reporting live on TV.

5. Students will study how rudders for ships were invented and report on how they work by using visual aids.

6. Students will make a chart showing the different stages of silk making.  Teacher will bring samples to class.

7.  Students will make a collage of people of all nations using umbrellas.

Materials Needed:

Handout about Chinese Inventions.  www.crystalinks.com/chinainventions.html

Poster board for timeline of inventions and silk making.  A black line already drawn.

Paper making kit or directions for making paper.

Video camera to record students reporting for TV, blank videos.

Markers, glue, scissors, magazines

Encyclopedias, pieces of silk cloth

Conclusions:  Let students present findings on China as if they were teaching a class.  Hold an exhibit to showcase work.  

Resources:

Nations of the World: Junior Worldmark Encyclopedia, Vol 2, 

The Nature Company Discoveries Library: Ancient China, Judith, Simpson, Publisher Time Life Books  

www.crystalinks.com/chinainventions.html

How would the world be different if the ______________[umbrella] not been invented?

How would the world be different if the ------------------------------------[ships rudder] not been invented.

How would the world be different if the ---------------------------------[compass] had not been invented?

How would the world be different if ----------------------------------[paper] had not been invented?

How would the world be different if ----------------------------[silk] had not been invented?

How would the world be different if -----------------------------[gun powder] had not been invented?
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