Bringing China to Arkansas Lesson Plans

Chinese Folktales: A six day unit.

Amy Matthews

Objectives:

Students will understand the basic elements of folktales.

Students will read, understand, and synthesize Chinese folktales.

Students will understand that China has many different ethnic groups and cultural traditions.

Students will present to a group.

Day One

Anticipatory Set:

We will review the characteristics of folktales in general.

I will explain that China is a country made of many different peoples and show pictures form Minority collection of costumes from the Shanghai Museum.

Activity:

I will read aloud the folktale “The Wonderful Brocade” from the collection Illustrated Fairy Tales.  I will then pass out copies of Reader’s Theater, scripts for young readers, version of “The Magic Brocade” and assign the parts to nine students. Students read the tale aloud acting out their parts when appropriate.

Closure:

Students will discuss what makes for a good Reader’s Theater.

Evaluation:  

Student groups will be writing their own Reader’s Theater scripts.

Day Two

Anticipatory Set: We will review the previous day’s activity.

Activity:

Students will be divided into six groups.  Each group will be given a folktale from different Chinese cultural group. The stories will be the following: The Story of the Three Genjias, A Tibetan folktale from Sichuan province; Aniz the Shepherd, A Uygur folktale; The Wooden Horse, a Uygur folktale; The Golden Reed Pipe, a Yao folktale; Seeking Her Husband at the Great Wall, a Han folktale; and The Tiger King's Skin Cloak, a Mongolian folktale.
The students must then create a readers theater script from the tale.  They will retell the story with a part for each group member.  The may elaborate, edit, or abridge the story as necessary.  Each group will also prepare a 10 question quiz on their story to be given to the entire class.  Each group will turn in one copy of the script and present the script to the class.  Extra credit will be given for the use of props or costumes.  

Closure: 

Students will be quizzed at the end of the period about the presentations.

Unit Evaluation:

Students will be scored both for presentation and written script.  Creativity, adaptation, staging, group dynamics, and quality of writing will all be evaluated.

Day 3 

Students will finish scripts and practice for presentations.

Day 4 

2 groups will present with evaluation and closure as described above.

Day 5

2 groups will present with evaluation and closure as described above.

Day 6

Final 2 groups will present with evaluation and closure as described above.

