Lesson Plan                                 

    CHINA’S GEOGRAPHY (MAP STUDY)

Grade Level: Fifth through Ninth.

Geography Standard: Students will develop a personal geographic framework, or “mental map,” and understand the uses of maps and other geo-graphics[Maps].  A mental map is a person’s internalized picture of a part of the Earth’s surface.  

Timeline:  Five  one-hour class periods, plus homework.

Overview:  In teaching about a country it is important to help students gain background in the geography of the country.  This knowledge helps them to relate to the limits and demands of physical environments and how they influence the way people live.  Students also need to develop the ability to create, use, and interpret maps and other geo-graphics crucial to analyzing and solving geographic problems. 

Pre-Test and Post Test:  Hand students a blank page and ask them to draw a map of China and locate from memory any landmarks. 

Objectives:  Identify the locations of the following:  China, Beijing, Shanghai,

                    Himalayan Mountains, Great Wall of China, Turpan Depression, 

                    Yangtze River, Gobi Desert, Mount Everest, Ordos Desert.

                    To learn to use different kinds of maps to gain information.

Day One:  Show a map of China.  Use an overhead to discuss the different kinds of maps you will use.  Show students examples of general purpose maps, political maps, physical maps, contour maps, land and resource maps, and climate maps.

Day Two:  Talk about China and point out major cities, natural features, and landmarks.  Discuss what a legend is and how it is used.    Provide students with a large sheet of drawing paper.  Require students to create a map of the country showing major cities, natural features, and landmarks.  Add a fact box legend about each identified image. 

Day Three:

Explain: 

              General Maps offer a wide range of general information about an area.

              Political Maps show political divisions of countries or regions.

             Physical Maps shows physical features of an area, such as mountains, rivers, deserts, and lakes.

            Contour Maps show elevations of all the land in an area.  A line called a contour line connects all the land at the same elevation.  Each line stands for a major level of elevation.

           
Land and Resource Maps identify parts of the area where people follow certain ways of life.  One can look at a land use map and tell where people farm and where manufacturing takes place.  A Resource Map tells the natural resources found in or on the land.   

           
Population Maps show the population density.  

Climate Maps summarize information about an area’s rain, snow, and temperature throughout the year.

Day Four and Five:

Hand out five outlines of China to each student.  Let them pick two maps that they will create of China.  Require students to research their choice and show on the maps the information they found.  

Day Five and Six:  Require students to display their maps and report on the information they contain.

Extra Assignments for Enrichment:  Assign each student the name of an area or city.  Have them collect information about the weather in that area or city for 12 months.  Compare from month to month and plot the high and low temperatures.  As a class decide which area or city has the widest range of temperatures. 

Assign each student the name of an area or city.  Have them collect information about rainfall.    Label the amount of each receives.  Make a line graph showing the amount of precipitation for each month. 

Materials Needed:  Markers, adhesive labels, political, physical, population, elevation, and general maps of China, tracing paper, carbon paper, World Atlas, Atlas of China, Encyclopedias, Geography books, and colored pencils.

Resources:  

World Book Encyclopedia

China ,The Land, People, and Culture Series, Crabtree Publishing Co.

Everything You Need to Know About Geography, Scholastic Homework Reference Series, Scholastic Inc.

World Atlas

Population Atlas of China, Oxford University Press

www.maps-of-china.com
www.geographic.org
www.theodora.com/map
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