China Week Lesson Plans
The goal of China Week is for students to acquire knowledge to demonstrate understanding of cultural perspectives other than their own. (Arkansas Frameworks for Foreign Language: Strand Two; Cultures; Grades 5-8). Students will examine the contributions and importance of the Chinese culture through a culture immersion week planned for December 2001.  The plans will be selected to be age and subject appropriate and to expand the Arkansas Standards in each subject area. 
Students Learning Expectations define what students must demonstrate proficiently that they know and are able to do by the end of the unit.
Lesson Plan One: Geography of China
A. Frameworks for Social Studies: Strand Two; People, Places, and Environments
Content Standard Two: Students will demonstrate an understanding of the significance of physical and cultural characteristics of places and world regions.
Grades 5-8 Student Learning Expectations
2.1: Locate and describe varying landforms and geographic features, such as mountains, plateaus, islands, rain forests, deserts, and oceans and explain their relationships within the ecosystems.
B. Frameworks for Social Studies: Strand Five; Social Science Processes and Skills
Content Standard Two: Students will demonstrate the ability to use the tools of the social sciences.
Grades 5-8 Student Learning Expectations
2.3: Read and apply the essential characteristics and functions of maps, graphs, etc.
C. Student Action: Student will use the classroom atlas to locate the indicated geographic features of China and label the blank map provided. 
D. Assessment Options: Performance, Observation, Writing
Lesson Plan Two: Population of China
A. Frameworks for Social Studies: Strand Two; People, Places, and Environments
Content Standard Two: Students will demonstrate an understanding of the significance of physical and cultural characteristics of places and world regions.
Grades 5-8 Student Learning Expectations
2.4: Identify and interpret physical and cultural patterns and their interactions, such as land use, settlement patterns, cultural diffusion, values, ideas, and ecosystem changes.
B. Student Action: Students will read the worksheet and study the map on page 13. Then answer the questions on page 12. 
C. Assessment Options:  Performance, Writing
Lesson Plan Three: The Chinese Zodiac
A. Frameworks for Foreign Language: Strand Two; Cultures
Content Standard: Students will acquire knowledge to demonstrate understanding of cultural perspectives other than their own.
Grades 5-8 Student Learning Expectations
2.1: Examine the contributions and importance of varied cultural groups within and beyond their own communities.
B. Arkansas Frameworks for Foreign Language: Strand Three; Connections
            Grades 5-8 Student Learning Expectations
3.4: Compare and contrast traditions of the Chinese culture with practices in their own communities.
C. Student Actions: Students will read about the animal signs and then complete the activities on page 21.
D. Assessment Options:  Performance, Observation, Exhibition, Writing, Log/Journal
Sources
1.    Social Studies Curriculum Frameworks, Revised 2000. Arkansas Department of Education.
