LESSON PLAN 1

BEIJING, CURRENT AND PAST CAPITAL OF CHINA

TYPE: Single lesson plan to be part of a unit on China

LENGTH: Half a class period about 45 minutes

KEYWORDS: China, Beijing, dynasty, Forbidden City, Temple of Heaven, Summer Palace, History, Geography, Chinese Culture, Beijing Duck

GRADE LEVEL: 10 and 12

OVERVIEW: In this lesson , students learn about Beijing.  They will learn about its past, present, and future.  They will study its location, population, and culture.  A power point slideshow will be part of the presentation for this lesson.

EQUIPMENT: Computer and videodata projector

MEDIA: Historical and regular atlases, disk with power point slide show presentation, wall map of China and the World. 

SUPPLIES: Individual maps of China for each student, paper and pen for each student, each student shall use a Historical Atlas and a regular atlas.  

STANDARDS: Strand 1: Time, Continuity, and Change…

Content Standard 1: Students will demonstrate an understanding of the chronology and concepts of history and identify and explain historical relationships.

TCC.1.3 Evaluate major turning points in history

TCC.1.6 Analyze and evaluate the history, causes, consequences, and possible solutions to persisting issues, such as health, security, resource allocation, economic development, and environmental quality.

Strand 2: People, Places and Environments

Content Strand 2: Students will demonstrate an understanding of the significance of physical and cultural characteristics of places and world regions. 

PPE.2.1 Formulate connections of individuals, groups, and  organizations to the physical environment.

STANDARDS SOURCE: Arkansas Social Studies Standards and Expectations 2000 from Social Studies Curriculum Frameworks Revised 2000 from the Arkansas Department of Education

OBJECTIVES: 


Students will be able to:

· Locate Beijing on a large world map and on their individual student maps

· Use writing skills to write an essay on the importance of Beijing as the past and current capital of China

· List and discuss some of the major historical sites in and near Beijing

· Discuss some Chinese cultural traits

· State the population size in round numbers

· Forecast  the effects on Beijing and China of the Summer Olympics of 2008

STRATEGIES: Use the knowledge of the China unit we are developing to start a discussion of Beijing, China’s capital.  Then, have the students locate Beijing on a large wall map of the World and China. Discuss the distance from the United States to Beijing.  Use the power point slideshow to visualize key locations in and near the city.  Lecture on Beijing’s past, present, and future.  Part of their future is connected with the city developing an infrastructure for the 2008 Summer Olympics. Discuss how much this event may change the city.

INSTRUCTION: The following provides a “guide” for a student or teacher to use studying about Beijing.

Location: It is more than 6,000 miles from Arkansas to Beijing.  It is located in the northeast part of The Peoples’ Republic of China.  The students will locate this city on large wall maps of the World and of China.  In addition, they will locate the city on their small paper sized map for homework. Later, the map will be used on the China unit test.  

Size:  Beijing has a population of about 12 million in the city.  The metropolitan area has a population of 14-16 million.  The area of the city is 6552 square miles.

History:  Beijing was called Ji in the past.  It has been an important city for over 1,000 years.  Kublai Khan made it his capital city.  Marco Polo wrote about it, when he visited China.  It was China’s capita during the Yuan, Ming, and Qing Dynasties.  It was fought over by warlords, the Japanese, Kuomintang, and Communists after 1911.  The Communists finally won the Chinese Civil War in 1949 and made Beijing(Peking) their capital.  It has been China’s capital since that time.

Important Sites:  Limited to the ones we visited.  Forbidden City-It is the part of the city reserved for the emperors of China’s past.  It is a walled complex of palaces, temples, living quarters, and gardens.  It is very beautiful.  Restoration work is going on there to preserve it.

In addition to the wall, a moat surrounds it.

Summer Palace-It is a series of palaces, theaters, living quarters, and gardens with Kunming Lake in the center of it.  The lake takes up three-quarters of the park.  The marble boat and Long Corridor(700 meters long) are remarkable.  Visitors can ride boats on the lake.

Tiananmen Square-It is located in front of the Tiananmen Gate(Gate of Heavenly Peace). The square is a huge gathering place.  It has museums, the Great Hall of the People, and the Mao Museum in or on the side of it.  The Mao Museum is the final resting place of Mao Zedong, the founder of the Peoples’ Republic of China.  

Tiantan Park- It is a very large park with a series of buildings associated with the Ming and Qing emperors.  The main buildings are the Round Altar, the Imperial Vault of Heaven, and the Hall of Prayer for Good Harvests.  The emperors went there to secure the blessings of heaven for good crops and to solidify their claim to be the “Son of Heaven”.  The buildings are built with numerical significance to the Chinese.  

Great Wall of China-It is located in the mountains outside Beijing.  It was originally built to keep invaders out of China. It has been built and rebuilt several times.  It is now a great tourist attraction.  We took a ski lift to reach a platform, then go up steep stairs to another platform, and finally go up some more stairs to reach the wall.  It is 20-25 feet tall, but it is built on the crest of several mountains in the place where we saw it. It has towers, where guards watched for enemies in the past.  We took pictures on one of the towers.  The wall ran for miles in both directions.  

Beijing Roast Duck Restaurant- It was a multi-story restaurant.  We ate some of the famous Beijing Roast Duck.  The duck is roasted over fruit tree wood, usually apple.  The duck is sliced and dipped in a plum sauce.  I am sure thousands of people could be served in this restaurant.

Beijing University-It was located on the grounds of the Imperial Gardens.  Some of the buildings were in the old imperial style and had a lake near them.  The site was very beautiful.  The university had one of the largest libraries in Asia.  It was built in the modern style of architecture with some characteristics of old Chinese architecture.  The university had over 20,000 students.  We were able to interview several of them.  Some of the top students in China were at this school.

Summer Olympics of 2008-This is a future event for Beijing.  It is being planned and built for now.  China plans to showcase the city and country to the world.

SUMMARY: Beijing is China’s capital.  It is growing rapidly.  Large skyscrapers, new superhighways, high tech industry, subways, and a new economy are changing Beijing.  The 2008 Summer Olympics will change the city even more.  Modernization and education seen to be thriving in Beijing today.

