YEAR OF THE SNAKE

CHINESE LUNAR CALENDAR

KAY RYAN

BRINGING CHINA TO ARKANSAS

OVERVIEW

The students will learn through various myths about the Chinese Lunar Calendar and Zodiac.

ARKANSAS STANDARDS

R.1.11 Apply literal and inferential comprehension strategies to analyze a variety of genres from diverse cultures and time periods.

R.2.2 Self-select reading materials from libraries and other sources.

R.2.5 Read to research an idea using various technical resources.

R.2.6 Use library and reference skills.

W.1.3 Write to reflect personal, multicultural and universal ideas.

PPE.1.8 Demonstrate an awareness of cultural perspectives.

SSPS.2.1 Use appropriate methods, research techniques and tools.

SUGGESTED GRADE  LEVEL

Grades 4 through 8

TIME

2 or 3 class periods, depending on the choice and depth of activities

MATERIALS REQUIRED

1. Various legends and myths about the origins of the Chinese Lunar Calendar

    and  Zodiac.

2. Chinese Zodiac 

3. Reference materials

OBJECTIVES

The students will identify the Zodiac animal by their birth date and research the characteristics associated with the animal. They will then write a descriptive paper explaining which characteristics fit their personalities and why they fit.

SUGGESTED PROCEDURES

1. Read the legends and myths about the beginning of the Chinese Lunar Calendar and Zodiac.

2. Students will select and identify their animal by their birth date.

3.Students will research the characteristics associated with their animal and

   write a descriptive paper explaining which characteristics are true and why

   and which characteristics are not true and why.

4. Students will divide into groups of four and exchange papers to see if they

   agree with what each person wrote about his or her own characteristics. 

SUGGESTED EVALUATION

Research and written descriptive paper.

