ringing China to Arkansas 2001
July 24, 2001           
Ozark Rotary Club     
Topic:  China—the Sleeping Giant Is Awake
Materials:
· Display of artifacts
· Slide show 

August 9, 2001
Workshop for teachers in the Ozark District
Topics:
· Tai Chi
· Floor map of China
· Timeline of China
· Five Senses of China
· Why Chopsticks?
Chinese food (with meal catered by local Chinese restaurant)
Materials:      
· Tai Chi video
· Slides
· Lesson Plans
· Chopsticks
· Food
· Table set for meal
August 23, 2001       
Interview on KDYN, Ozark’s local radio station
Topic:  various observations about China
Materials:  list of potential Q’s and A’s
 

September 2001, February 2002, April 2002
Programs for 3 different retired teacher organizations (Polk County, Logan County, and Franklin County)
Topic:Education, of course
Materials: 
· Display of artifacts
· Video and slides
· October, 2001          
Program for evening service at First United Methodist Church
Topic: Visit to Heifer Project site in China
Materials:
· Display of artifacts
· Video and slides
September, October, and November, 2001           
Series of 3 articles for local newspaper
 

November 2001       
Arkansas Conference on Teaching
Topic:  To be determined—there are 5 of us doing this workshop       
August 2002            Workshop for teachers either at Co-op or our school
 

Fall 2001                 
Article for the Arkansas Geographic Assocation newsletter
Lesson Plan #1
Bringing China to Arkansas 2001
China Floor Map
Guiding Question: Where is China and what are the map components and regions of China?
Preview of the Main Ideas:The lesson will familiarize students with map components and with the regions of China.
Connection to the Curriculum: This lesson can be connected to geography and to mapping skills.
Teaching Levels: Grades 6-8
Objectives:
The lesson is connected to the Arkansas Social Studies Frameworks.
(Frameworks for Grades 5-8)
Strand 2:  People, Places, and Environments
Content Standard 2:  Students will demonstrate an understanding of the significance of physical and cultural characterists of places and world regions.
Student Learning Expectation PPE.2.1:  Locate and describe varying landforms and geographic features, such as mountains, plateaus, islands, rain forests, deserts, and oceans, and explain their relationships within the ecosystem.
Student Learning Expectation PPE.2.3:  Analyze how humans have altered and been affected by physical environments in the world’s sub-regions.
Student Learning Expectation PPE.2.6:  Develop and use a mental map
This lesson is connected to the National Geography Standards.
1.       How to use maps, globes, and other geographic tools
2.       Recognizing physical and human characteristics of places
3.       People create regions to interpret the Earth’s complexity
Geography Themes:
Location (Absolute and relative)
Place       (Physical Characteristics)
Lesson Time:   One hour class
Materials:  
· Crepe paper streamers or yarn (black, blue, other colors as needed)
· Outline map of China divided into regions
· Paper or small note cards 
· Brown wrapping paper or bulletin board paper to simulate mountains
· Yellow bulletin board paper to simulate deserts
· Scissors
· Tape
· Calculator tape
· Colored markers
· Atlas or other maps of China and Asia
· Almanac
· Instruction cards with the places or features for each group to put on the map
Opening the Lesson:
Use wall maps or overhead map projections of Asia to teach information on relative location, regions, and place pertaining to Asia and China.  Point out that every place has exact location and relative location.  Each place also has both physical and cultural characteristics.  Cultural characteristics are often influenced by the physical characteristics.
Developing the lesson:
1.       Divide the participants into five or six groups.
2.       Give each group an instruction card with one of the following assignments:
A.      Use black yarn or crepe paper to draw an outline map of China on the floor.  Make it as large as space permits.  Tape it to the floor.  Have this group put the latitude and longitude numbers on cards to mark the four corners of China. Tape these cards to the floor also.  Optional procedure:  Use a large predrawn outline map of China that has been divided into several sections.  Have the group assemble this on the floor.
B.      Use brown wrapping paper to represent the major mountain systems and high plateaus of China.  Crumple the paper to make it look mountainous and place on the floor in the appropriate places.  Label each system with a strip of calculator tape that is stretched out the length of the system.  Use a brown marker.
C.      Use blue yarn or crepe paper to represent the rivers of China.  Tape them in place and label with index cards using a blue marker.  The group should be able to identify the source and the mouth of each river.  Also place index cards with blue lettering in the location of China’s other major bodies of water.
D.      Place index cards in the locations of China’s major cities.  Each card should have the name of the city and its population, rounded to the nearest million.  Use a red marker.  This group could also be prepared to give the latitude and longitude of each city.
E.      Have the group identify the major climate regions of China.  Outline the regions with green yarn and label each one with an index card.  Use a green marker.
F.      If you need more groups, you could have another group draw symbols on the cards for various resources, placing them on the map where they are found, or you can have students label neighboring countries on China’s borders.
Concluding the Lesson:
When all groups are finished, have each group show and tell what they have done, including an explanation of how they got their information.
Review the regions of China using the floor map.
Have students draw a freehand map of China by looking at the floor map.
  Extension:      
Have students compare and contrast China’s physical regions with those of the U.S.
Compare the floor map to a population distribution map of China.  Examine how China’s population distribution is affected by its landforms.
I plan to use my video and slides that I made in China to illustrate the various regions.  Regions for which I have no pictures will be illustrated with filmstrip segments and/or pictures from the Web.
Map items to identify:
            Mountain Systems and Plateaus of China
                        Himalaya Mountains
                        Pamir Mountains
                        Plateau of Tibet
                        Tien Xian Mountains
                        Tsinling Mountains
            
            Rivers and Bodies of Water in China
                        Yellow River (Huang He)
                        Yangtze River (Chang Jiang)
                        Pearl River
                        Mekong River
                        Yellow Sea (Sea of Japan)
                        East China Sea
                        South China Sea
            Major Cities of China
                        Beijing
                        Shanghai           
                        Hong Kong
                        Nanjing
                        Xian
                        Lhasa
                        Guangzhou
                        
            Major Climate Regions of China
                        Humid Subtropical
                        Humid Continental
                        Highland
                        Steppe
                        Desert   
                                                                       
Lesson Plan #2
Bringing China to Arkansas 2001:The Five Senses of China
Guiding Question:What is it like in China?
Preview of the Main Ideas:The lesson will give students a sensory experience of what China is like as a place.
Connection to the Curriculum:This lesson can be connected to geography, to ancient history, to Chinese literature, or to Chinese art.
Teaching Levels:Grades 6-8
Objectives:   
 1. The lesson is connected to the Arkansas Social Studies Frameworks for grades 5-8.
 2. People, Places, and Environments
Content Standard 1:  Students will demonstrate an understanding that people, cultures, and systems are connected and that commonalities and diversities exist among them.
Student Learning Expectation PPE.1.8:  Demonstrate an awareness of cultural perspectives.
3. This lesson is connected to the National Geography Standards.
4. Recognizing physical and human characteristics of places
Geography Themes:
Place (Human Characteristics)
Region
Lesson Time:½ hour – 1 hour class
Materials:
· Shoes for bound feet
· Video of Peking Opera
· Ammonia
· Soy Sauce
· Silk
· Blindfolds
Opening the Lesson:
Ask the students who has seen the television game show “Who Wants to Be a Millionaire?”  Tell them we are going to play a blindfolded version of it using our 5 senses.  Choose 4 or 5 contestants.  Choose an assistant for each contestant to stand behind and help out.
Developing the Lesson:
The first round is played without the blindfolds since it uses the sense of sight.  All other rounds are played with blindfolds on.
Round 1:  (sense of sight)
Pass around the shoes for bound feet so that each contestant can examine them.  Then ask the question, “What are these?”  Give them these choices for answers.
A.  shoes for little children
B.      shoes for little ponies to wear inside the palace
C.      shoes for women
D.      shoes for the crown prince
Let each person guess the answer.  Keep score if you want.  The answer is C.  Read the section of Wild Swans that explains how and why women bound their feet.  It is found on pp. 24-25.  You can wait until after the game to do this if you prefer.   Students will be somewhat horrified at the description of the feet.  Make sure they understand how unbound feet would affect a woman’s future and her opportunities for marriage.  For comparisons, take a look at other fashion practices by women to make themselves more attractive to men:  tight waist cinchers (Gone with the Wind), high heel shoes, etc.
Round 2 (sense of hearing):
Put blindfolds on.  Assistants can help out with this.
Play a video segment of our visit to the Peking Opera.  This segment should have plenty of singing by the soprano in it.  Ask the contestants, “What did you hear?”  Give them these answer choices (or make up your own, of course).
A.      woman with her hand caught in a car door
B.      woman singing
C.      woman begging for mercy before execution
D.      man singing
The answer is B.  Contestants can remove their blindfolds and watch the video.  I plan to also include some of the martial arts from the second story that we saw.  Afterwards we will have a short discussion of the importance of the traditional opera, its costumes, and its stories.
Round 3 (sense of taste):
Contestants are once again blindfolded.  Assistants will give each contestant a small bowl with a few drops of soy sauce in it.  Each contestant can use a fingertip to taste the soy sauce.  Ask, “What did you just taste?”  Answer choices:
A.      bean juice
B.      Worcestershire sauce
C.      tabasco sauce
D.      sweet and sour sauce
The answer is bean juice, since soy sauce is made from soybeans.  This is an opportunity to tell students that products made from soybeans are very common in China—various bean curds as well as the sauce.  Remind students that soy products are not only low-fat; they are an excellent source of protein as well.  If you have access to an Asian food market, you might offer samples of soy products to the class.
Round 4 (sense of smell):
Blindfolds on.  Assistants will give each contestant a small cup with some ammonia in it.  Contestants are to sniff the cup.  Assistants might prefer to hold on to the cup and tell the contestant when to sniff.  Ask the question, “What did you smell?”  Answer choices:
A.      a neighborhood street in Nanjing
B.      the Beijing airport
C.      a public toilet in a typical restaurant
D.      a fruit drink
Answer:  A, B, and C.  Now it’s time to talk about public spaces versus private spaces, hygiene, potty training toddlers, and squat toilets.  I also plan to bring out my split pants for everyone to examine.  I have a painting of children that I bought in China (farmer art).  One of the children in the painting is wearing split pants.  I will see if my students can spot that child.
We need to talk about the environmental impact of putting diapers on all those babies or changing out all of the toilets to western style.  With 1.3 billion people, maybe the Chinese are doing what works best for them.
Round 5 (sense of touch):
Blindfolds on.  Pass around a piece of silk.  Ask the contestants, What kind of fabric is this?”  Answer choices:
A.      Nylon
B.      Silk
C.      Rayon
D.      Velvet
The answer is B.  The silk can be used to illustrate cultural diffusion through trade along the Silk Road.  It can also be used to introduce the climate and vegetation that lent itself to the production of silk.  I plan to play my video segment that was filmed in the silk factory.  Students can see the hand weaving techniques on the large looms.
Concluding the lesson:
Ask about 10 students to state what they learned about China as a place.  Make a 2-column chart on the board (Physical/ Human) and list their topics under the appropriate column.  Since this lesson is meant as an introduction to China, no further assessment is needed at this time.
Lesson Plan 3
Bringing China to Arkansas 2001: Timeline of China 

Guiding Question: How does China’s history connect with the major events of world history?
Preview of the Main Ideas: The lesson will provide students with a time frame for the major events of China’s history.
Connection to the curriculum:This lesson can be connected to geography or world history.
Teaching Levels:  Grades 6-8
Objectives:   The lesson is connected to the Arkansas Social Studies Frameworks for grades 5-8.
Strand 1:  Time, Continuity, and Change
Content Standard 1:  Students will demonstrate and understanding of the chronology and concepts of history and identify and explain historical relationships.
Student Learning Expectation TCC.1.1:  Use chronological order to explain the cause and effect of events throughout history.
The lesson is connected to the National Geography Standards:
12.       The processes, patterns, and functions of human settlement
Geography Themes:  
Movement
Region
Lesson Time: One-hour class
Materials:
· Timeline of history  (I used the ones in the World Book Encyclopedia under the entry for “World, History of the.”)
· Calculator tape
· Index cards, white and yellow
· Marking pens in dark colors
· Wall-size sheet of  colored bulletin board paper (not too dark), marked with the dates from the World Book timelines
       
Opening the Lesson: Give students a quick quiz to see if their historical perspective is in place.  Ask questions such as these:
· What century is it now?
· Which happened first, the Vietnam War or the Persian Gulf War?
· In what century did the U.S. fight the Civil War?
· Which civilization came first, the Egyptian or the Greek?
· What year was the Declaration of Independence signed?
· Which came first, World War II or your teacher’s birth?
· Which civilization lasted longer, China or Rome?
More than likely, you will discover that events in history do not have a very accurate place in students’ mental timelines.  We will be making a timeline today with the world’s major events on it.  Then we will add China’s timeline to it and see how events in China paralleled those of the rest of the world.  We will also look to see if events in China impacted other parts of the world.
Developing the Lesson: 
Students will neet to have a copy of the 5 pages in the World Book that have the timelines.  They should glue or tape them together in chronological sequence.  They should work in groups as follows:
Group1:  Cut a piece of calculator tape to the correct length to represent the duration of each of the following great civilizations:
Tigris-Euphrates Valley Civilization
Nile Valley Civilization
Indus Valley Civilization
Greek Civilization plus Hellenistic Age
Roman Empire
Byzantine Empire
Toltec and Aztec Empires
Space Age
Each piece of calculator tape should have the dates of the time period, the name of the time period, and a picture or illustration for it.  
Group 2:  Using index cards, write or draw 5 significant events for the time period 3100 B.C. – 1200 B.C.  Put dates on the cards.
Group 3:  Same as 2, but use dates 1200 B.C. – 500 A.D.
Group 4:  Same as 2, but use dates 500 A.D. – 1500 A.D.
Group 5:  Same as 2, but use dates 1500 A.D. – 1900 A.D.
Group 6:  Same as 2, but use dates 1900 A.D. – present day
Have each group go to the big timeline and present their information to the class as they glue or tape their calculator tapes or cards to the timeline.  This should provide you with a fairly comprehensive overview of history.
Using yellow index cards you have already prepared, have students take these cards to the timeline and read the event in Chinese history from the card.  Cards should be glued or taped to the big timeline.
Choose from the following events to prepare the yellow cards:
375 million years ago----Peking man (prehistoric)
10,000 B.C. ------New Stone Age cultures (Huang He Valley)
before 2000 B.C. ----------pottery making
1700’s B.C. – 1122 B.C.-----Huang He Valley Civilization (Xiang Dynasty)
1700’s B.C. -  1122 B.C.-----making silk, carving jade, casting bronze vessels
1100’s B.C.-----China’s earliest poems
221-206 B.C. – China’s first strong central government (Qin Dynasty)
202 B.C. – 220 A.D. ----Han Dynasty, Confucianism, trade
105 A.D. ---------Chinese invent paper
200’s B.C. -------Great Wall is begun, Terra Cotta Warriors created
before 100 A.D. ---Buddhism comes to China
618-907 A.D.---------Tang Dynasty
618-907 A.D. ---------City of Xian reaches 1 million population (largest city in the world at that time)
618-907 A.D. ---------Chinese invent block printing
960-1279 A.D.------Song Dynasty (population reaches 10 million)
906-1279 A.D. -----Gunpowder and moveable type invented
1100 A.D. ---------Chinese invent magnetic compass
1368-1644 A.D.---------Ming Dynasty
1644-1912    A.D. ------------Manchu rule (Qing Dynasty)
1938 A.D.-----------Japanese invade China
1949A.D. --------------Communists win control of China 
1972 A.D. -------------Nixon visits China
Adding these events to the timeline can be stretched throughout the school year as different regions of the world are studied.
Concluding the Lesson: Most of China’s history has been accomplished in isolation from the West.  Students should look for examples of movement in the China timeline and explain it in terms of cause and effect.
